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The following pages consist, for the mostp^rt,^ of I^^t^er^s.^i^blished in .tbiP 
** Standard," and, written at various stages of my tour in quest of cotton. It 
cannot be expected that notes so rudely strung together should possess other 
merit than giving a superficial view of fhe cotton^ A^ribts-wUielijBraitl&d. 
Other travellers have written interesting books, in ErfgEsh^ Aiid^ Fnipfch, on those 
/^ountriep, but none have occupied themselves with the all-important staple 
now so much in demand in England, and for the cultivation of which Paraguay 
>)nd Corrientes offer advantages upsurpassed by any region in the old or new 
hemispheres. 

To inspect the plantations already made, to encourage the natives to greater 
rflci ts in this branch of industry, to learn by personal observation the facilities 
and impediments incidental to cotton-growing in these parts — such was the 
object of my tour. The many faults of this little book may, therefore, be 
overlooked if it succeed in giving any practical information about these new 
cotton' fields, or serve in aught to foment the production of a staple article of 
jriver Flate exportation which promises to prove a source of incalculable riches^ 
A mere narrative of cotton farms visited, and the number of hills each con* 
tained, would be manifestly dry reading for the public even of Manchester, 
Such chapters as treat of the topography., customs, or condition of the upper 
countries may be useful in enabling the British public to form more complete 
ideas respecting these terrtB incognitcB, which now claim attention as commercial 
tributaries of England, 

Respecting Paraguay, I regret to find that my report has been treated, in 
Buenos Ay res, as absurdly exaggerated. 'I iie figure of two hundred millions 
of cottou-hills is set down as a mistake of cyphers, as people in this city eannoj 
realise the gigantic strides of industry and progress in that remote republic. 
1 he result may, indeed, fall far short of vrhat we might expect from 30,000 
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acres of plantation ; but even supposing the yield to be oniy equal to that of 
Georgia— i, a, one bale per acre — and that one half the crop be lost, by want 
of care in pulling it, we have still 15,000 bales of ginned cotton for exportation. 
Of course, a few hundred bales of cotton from the River Plate will have a 
thousand times more force in trailing jthe attention of Liverpool and Manchester 
merchants to the new territovies of Cb8sy{>iamy than the most logical arguments 
or nice deductions that can be established. Six months will hardly elapse ere 
so desirable an event come to pass/ and it is with this firm conviction that 
the present volume is sent forth as a precursor of this new era in the history of 
cotton and of JSonth ikmericaa industry. 

■ '**SbuiiUxSr Office^ Buomm Ayrel, 
: Aprit IStk. 18H : 
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COTTON PROSPECTS IN Lk PLATA. 


Although cotton wes grown and exported, many years ago, by some pip 
viDces of the Argentine Republic, the industry was abandoned and forgotteoi 
owing to three great causes :-lst. The importation of English manufactured 
fabrics at a low price prevented all competition in the shape of local manufac- 
tures. 2nd. The difficulty and expense of transit rendered it impossible to 
produce the raw material with hope of profitable exportation. 3rd. The inces- 
sant civil wars^ only lately brought to a close, converted the inhabitants of the 
interior into a nation of vagabonds^ unfitting them for labour, and degrading 
them below the pale of civilization. 

The war in the United States and pacification of La Plata occurring about 
the same time^ it seemed a propitious momeut for tlie revival of this branch of 
agriculture^ and the " Standard'^ undertook to excite a cotton-fever in Buenos 
Ayres and the provinceo. There is a Spanish proverb that '^ labour is only 
made for asses/' and the native papers remained studiously silent oq the impor* 
taht topic of the new industry, while numerous Argentine philosophers were 

• 

found to ridicule cotton-pUnting and treat its advocates as confirmed lunatics. 
It was, however, cheering to meet with sym path 7 from hundreds of natives 
and foreigners who came to solicit seed, and, before the interval of a year the 
editors of the English papers of Buenos Ayres had the gratification to see their 
preaching give forth fruit in ever}' part of the republic. 

Catamarca, Mendoza, and Corric ntcs have sent beautiful samples of cotton 
grown from seed gratuitously distributed at the " Standard" office. The De- 
puties of San Luis, Cordoba, and Plntrc-Rios have come to thank the Messrs. 
Mulhall for their efforts in ko good a cause. The Governors of Santa Fe and 
Corrientes have declared themselves ardent apostles of the S3,me jpropaganda* 

The National Government has been lukewarm in the matter,^ conscientiously 
believing that it was a faice, or perhaps a dodge of the English paper to gain 
popularity by. afifecting extraordinary patriotism. The Government of the 
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proTince of Buenos Ayrcs either judged the climate unpropuious/or con- 
demned the subject as coming from a suspicious quarter, for the French had 
recently taken Puebla, aud it was feared that Great Britain intended to aonex 
Cape Horn. 

Meantime the English Parliament turned its eyes towards the Salado Valley, 
and Consui Hutchinson was s^nt on an expeditions the result oi which was a 
report that the country was most iavourable for cotton. planting, but the cost of 
labour, and freight to Rosario, would swallow up the profits. The riverine 
provinces of Santa Fe, Entre Rios, and Corrientes, possessing the advantages c^ 
cheap water communication, still entertained hopes of making a successful 
experiment ; and, through the assistance of the Manchester Association they 
were supplied with large quantities of seed. 

The Santa Fe plantations came to nothing; probably they existed only in 
the imagination of Governor Cullen, for. if the seed was ever distributed it was 
never put down, the return of cotton -fifilds for 1864 being niL In several 
parts of Entre-Rios the fever showed, itself, and the Government having granted 
r),600 acres gratis for a joint-stock plantation, the Gelaber and one or two other 
companies were formed * nearly a million cotton-hills were laid down in the 
province, the crop of which is now ripe and will probably amount to oii'j 
liundred bales. The Government of Corrientes was the onlj one which fully 
appreciated the new btaple: every department of the province was induced by 
jjjrants of seed and land, coupled with an exemj)tioa from tuxes, to sow largely, 
und about thre^ million cotton-hills sprung tip. Some were destroyed by a 
Avorm, but, in spite of this calamity, the plantations next year will be increased 
lenfoldf and ttiis year's crop ;Tiay be estimated at 400 bales. 

.The President of Paraguay was not slow t.o initiate an industry so congenial 
to the climate and likely to give splendid returns. In i8t>2 some trifling ex- 
jicriments were made, and a few dozen bales seat next year to Manchester, 
• Antwerp, and Havre, gave such gocd results that the planting of cotton was 
made compulsory throughout the country, and the enorn.oua extent of 30,000 
«cre^ devoted to this branch ol' agriculture. 

The Government of Bauda Oriental also fostered the good work, aud seed 
was gratuitously distributed in several districts of the republic. Unhappily a 
feeble Government invittd the ambitious designs of the filibuster FJores, and 
the country h^s since been plunged in a civil war, which eflectuallv annihi|fite;ji 
it»d^^trv ai;d progress. 

. . .. * M » . ■ * ' ) ■ . ■ . . . ; I . .. ; • 


— 13 — 

The efforts made have, however, sufficed to show that the climate of La Plata 
is highly suitable for cotton-growing", that this industry will give magnificent 
profits, that the Governments of some of the provinces are anxious to lend 
every assi.^tance thereto, and that landholders are becoming sensible of the 
immense importance of such a staple. The termination of the American war, 
when it happen;?, may check the cotton-fever, but the crop for 18(^5 will assu- 
redly exceed 5,000 bales in this republic, and ten times that figure in Paraguay 

Mr. Wheelwright, moreover, promises to sow cotton alonsf the line of the 
Cordoba Itailway, in the land granted by the Argentire Government. Hitherto 
he has been always true to his word, and the Central Railroad will further faci- 
litate cotton-growing in the interior, by cheapness of freight* so that Mendoca, 
Catamarca, 6nn Luis, and Cordoba will also turn to account their waste lands* 
In ihe province of Buenos Ayres several experiment^ have been madei but only 
a few have succeeded. The climate seems too cold, and the high value of laud 
and deafness of labour almost preclude all hope of taising cotton in this 
province. 
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FKOPOSED COTTON ASSOCIATION, OUTLAY, &c. 


Grants of land, free of rent and taxes, may be obtained for cotton planting 
in Corrientes, £ntre-RioSy Santa Fe, and other provinces of this republic. 
Labor is often scarce, and the natives not much to be relied on, as an industrial 
element, yet when well paid they sometimes surpass themselves, as we have 
seen among the ^'auchos employed at piece-work on the Cordova Railway. 
Freight down the Parana is very cheap, and we have steamers an4 small sailing 
craft in abundance, which would convey to B. Ayres any quantity of cotton at 
one real per arrobe, or a farthing per lb. 

With such signal advantages, it is evident that a cotton-growing association 
must prove a highly lucrative enterprise. It must be further observed that the 
average yield in some of the above provinces has been found more than double 
that of the Southern States of North America. 

Sor. Blanco. Deputy for Mendoza, makes the following calculation for a 
cotton-farm of 35 acres ( 1 cuadras) :— 


Hent of 10 sqnares at SOdolfl,] 

FaiHiing Implements 

Hire of ao pair bullocks 

Bowing— Wages to -t men at 120 

Weeding-^Do. to 5 men at ^00 

F.ucking— Do. to 20 women (6U dajs) 

tf to 4 men at 12 dels, per monti^ 

Wages to overseer at 20 dols., 5 moatha 

tiheos, ftc.« for crop 

OotU>a-gm 

Pr CM f^r baling 

Sundries ..... 


Amoimt 



Do^«. 

•••«■• 

3W)(Bolimn) 


8j»» 


im» 

::::;> 

480 

500 


240 


98 

•••••• 

>00 


SOO 

• • — 

100 

•••••« 

...... 300 

*A« ••• 

«... «6i 


■ 1 1 

#• ••• 

3066 =» £430 gieilliif. 
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If the cotton hills be planted a yard and a half tlistant on every side, each 
cuadra will give 10.000, which ri^present the s imc number of pounds of un- 
pinned cotton. AUowinp" one-fourth f^»r losres cf all kinds, there will renijiiu 
7,500 lbs., of which three-fourths are seed and the rt'8.t, 1>75 ll)s., clean cott )n ; 
or five bales per cuadra. This will shew the following result : — 

Do's. 
lR,50Olb8. clean coU«n, at S rip. ,.^ ... ... G,9H7 

raimingimplenMnts, less 20p gfor use ... ... ... 7i>0 

Total Ta'na ... ... .. 7,5j7=£'151 

Expcnsea ... ... ... 4 

Nett profit 01 10 ciiadras ... ... £404 atwling. . 

The price set down for the cotton is but S Bolivian reals (13^ pence) 
tvhich leaves an ample margin for freig^ht, baling, &c., as clean cotton easily 
fetches Ij^d. per lb. in R, Arres. It will be seen that seed docs not enter as ati 
item, being of. such trifling value. The above returns give a clear gain of 50 per 
cent. on the capital invested, although based on an extremely moderate calculation. 
It would be, however, eftsy to realii^e much larger profits, by getting up an 
association after the manner proposed by th* Government of Corrientes — i. c^, 
pending out 100 families of the starving Lancashire operatives. According to 
the American calculation, of 10 acres to each laborer, such a colony could raise 
and manage 1000 acres of a cotton plantation. The land is offered free, on the 
banks of the Parana; timber is to be had gratis, in abundance, for constructing 
block huts fences, &c. Beef, cheese, &c., cost very little, and the only serious 
expenses would be the passage by ship, and agricultural implements. If an 
association were formed for five years, giving the colonists free passage, main- 
tenance for that term, one-fifth of the profits, and the plantaiion, implements, &c , 
at the end of the term, the result would be c(jually advaniageous to the share 
holders, colonists, and the provinc*? of Corrientes. The scale would stand thus : — 

Passage of £00 adults and chMlrctn ... ... ... £'i,0<iO 

Far • lAgimplew'.ents seed, gius, and presses ... ... ... 3,i00 

Horscg, oxen, &c. ... ... ... ... ... l,V.O 

Salaiioi} to oTerDcer, book-ke««por, and soboolmaster ... ... 500 

Beef (and cerculs 1st year) for the colony ... ... .« 2,5cO 

£7,510 

, The yield of 1000 acres at the lowest calculation would be 500,000 lbs., which 
-gives the following : — 

500,000 lb«. at 28, ... ... ... ... £50,OrO 

Fouriastalmentsofpaisase, for attir yean ... ... ... 1,6M 

Four do. implfmvnts, gins, &o ... ... ... ... 800 

Hordes, oxen, &o. ... ... ... ... 1,500 

£53,900 
Expenses of colony ... ... ... ... 7,5(0 

Do. freight fro .Q Corrientes to Englaa I ... ... ... 5,G00 

NcttprcCt ... Z •• iBll,400 

Of the last sura, one-fifth wouhi fall to the colonists, being nearly £8,400, or 
£84 per fiimily.. The balance (£.i.S,00O) coining to the shareholders would give 
them 450 per cent. ]>er annum on their total outlay. 

Capitalists would do well to study these figures. If the limit of these pages 
would permit, I should enter into further particulars. The ribove, howevei , 
is intended only as an outline s!:cwing the approximate expenses and gains of 
such an association, under the circumstances. 
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AiSNALS OF COTTOX-PLANTING 


IN TIIK 


RIVER PLATE REPUBLICS 


AND 


P A R A G U A Y. 


March 25th, 1862. — Leadinj; p.rticle in ihe * Stand.ird^ urging on the people 
and Government the expediency of planting cotton in Buenos Ayres and the 
provinces. 

April ord— ^Leading article in the 'Standard' on' the advantages of cotton- 
planting, and its suitability to the Argentine Cjnfcderation, 

April lOth-^We are informed some parlies intend asking Government for 
some islanJs in the Parana, to experiment col.ton-ii^ro wing. 

April l2th — Advices from the Chief of l\jlice of Agraciada, Banda Oriental, 
that cotton ,£» rows vrild in that department: samples sent to Montevideo. We 
are promised samples of Catamarca cotton, 

April 25th — It is believed President Loj)ez intends to try cotton planting in 
Paraguay on a large scale. 

May 1st — The English Consul at llosario, Dr. Hutchinson, is said to have in 
view a colton-grbwing establishment, and public reps^rt goes that he has soli- 
cited some islands in the Parana for this branch of industry, so congenial to 
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OUT climate. Another gentleman Las formed the project of brinfting sntne 
thouEands o( Irishmen to Bahia IJlancit, where be intends to eslablisb tbii 
cultivation on a large scale. 

ilay 15th — We learn by the last raai! that numerous joint-stick com- 
panies have been established both in BR<:]and mid Belgium, for ihe i)urposc of 
growing cotton in Venezuela, Chili, JIanda Oriental, and other patls of South ' 
America. Buenos Ayres, however, is left out. 

June 16th — My. Ehvard A. Hopkins, late American Consul in Paraguay, ha* 
given us three little ba^s, of about 1 lb. each, Egyptian, Oeorgi.in, anrt Se» 
Island seed, sent liini by the U. S PatenCofSce. 

Advertisement. — Samples of American cotton seed can be seen at the 
' Standard' Office, and we are authorised to state that any rci'ponsible parties 
with a bona fide intention of expcrimentinu in cotton-growing in any part of 
this province, will be supplied gratis with seed, &c. 

Juno 23rd — Mr. Hopkins preeonts us with the United States Palenl^office 
Reports, from which we extract, largely, opinions nnd instructions about coffi 
growing 

Juwe 2^th— Another article on cotton-plaminor. 

Ihe applications for cottin seed at the " Standard" office have beeti ■ 
numerous that wc will apply, by this packtt, for seed to ihe society in 
Manchesler. 

July Ist — Last August, Mr. Kitchen, while travelling through Santa Fe, hit 
cotton growing wild ia manv parts, and has sent us samples which he gathered 
near the colony of Esper.mza, about seven leagues from Rosiirio. 

We have forwaided bytbis packet samples of fanla Fe cotton to Manchester. 
The inquiry and demand for seed is so great tliat we have written to Mui- 
<hesler for some, which wc expect by return steamer. 

In San I'ernaudo, Moron, Flores, and In mtny ptrts of the camp, several ' 
gentlemen have a<nvn cotlun oa trial, and have promised to report progreaa 
when the plants come up. 

July 2nd—' La llepublica,' oi Montevideo, pubiishes from the ' >?lBndard' 
some ol our observations on cuHon glowing, and wc shall bo only loo happy 
to receive any communications from the Banda Oriental on this subject. \Va 
promise all our friends seed, who wi^h to sow it. 

Agetilleraan in Paysandii applies for seed. 

July 9th — Our present stock of seed is getting very low, and wc fear it will 
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he run out before we get our expected supply from the Manchester Cotton 
Ansociatioil. 

The fbllowinfif gentlemen have taken it to plant in Tarious places : -^ 

General Nazar, Bueno.^ Ayres ; tMeumstein and La Roche, Moron ; Palemon 
Iluergf), Barracas ; Francisco Balbin, Las Conchas ; James Brittain, San Isidro 
Liiia Chaj)cauroage, IJuehos Ayres ; rhomas Danohoe> 8, A. de Areco ; Henry 
Harratt, San Vincentc ; John Hinnah» Ranchos ; Martin Gk>nsalez, Baenbs 
Ayres; Richard Newton, Chascom us. 

Julv 10th — \^ e publish instructions for planting. 

July i 1th— Received fo!lowirig letter r — 

*< British Consulate, Rcsario, July 9th^ 1862^ . 

*• My dear Sir. 

^ Will you be good enough to acquaint Mn Kitchen that I have got two 

eoCCoQ*i<ins for cleaning the article, and that I am ready to buy any for a fair 

pricff whether it comes from E^peranza-— which I think is a little nearer to 

Boeisrio than to Buenos Ayies - or from Entre Bios and Corrientes. 

•* Yours truly, 

••J. J. HUTCHINSCK," 

July 30th— We hare supplied, and are still supplying, cotton seed to all 
responsible parties who apply for it ; and we hope in Spring to be able to pub- 
lish the accounts which we expect to receive from all those who have experi* 
nented through oi|r means. 

Cotton*growing in Bntre Bios has for many years existed, on a small scale ; 
and we arc informed that the Government of that province has taken the 
matter in hand, and will begin, on its own account, some couple of hundred 
acres. 

July 24th-— Mr« Perkins^ editor of ' El Oiario,* of Bosario^ proposes to sow 
cotton in the islands of the Parana and Uruguay. 

'' The islands of the Parana/* he says, ** vary in extent from one mile to 
several leagues ; the climate may be said to be identical with that of the cotton 
districts ot Georgia, Mississippi, and Arkansas. 

_ * • 

July i6th — Letter from Mr. Colman. of Satto, Banda Oriental, asking for 
aeed, but holding out little hope of planting with profit. 

July 30th --We have just supplied ^ome cotton seed to the Goremor of Santa 
Fe and Sr« !!dir6. 
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Aug. 3rd — The following parties have been supplied with rotton seed from 
the * Standard' office : - 

Mr. Coleman, Salto, Uruguay ; Don Pedro P. Fau, Moron ; \Ir. Huin y 
Zimmermann, Buenos Ayres ; Sr. Don Ramon Maria Cavenago, Buenos Ayres ; 
Air. Feter Hcaly, partido Pilar; Sor, Don Mariano A. Pelliza, Buenos Ayres; 
Mr. Pelvilian, Belgrano ; Mr. F. Mahon, Buenos Ayres» 

August 4th— Yesterday our office was again invaded by applioants for this 
article, which we have freely distributed as follows t^— 

Don Calixto Oliver, Gualeguay ; Don Francisco C^rull^i, ;, Bi^enf)s Xyre^ ; 
Don S. Villarino, Chivilcoy ; Don Roberto Wilson, Buenos Ayres ; Don T. U. 
Coffin, Moron; Don Silas Atkins, Buenos Ayres. 

The first named of these gentlemen assures us that he has already cultivated 
it with very signal success in Entre llios. 

August lOth — The following are the names of the gentlemen* who have bei^n 
last supplied : — 

Mr. Thomas Bicker, Guardia del Monte ; Mr. Pavl fiamos, Bdehos" Ayre^ ; 
Mr. Terence Moore, do ; Mr. Buscfaental, do. 

r 

i 

Aug. 1 2th — Letter from Rosario : 

t 

** A friend of my family in this neighbourhood lately sent home to Liverpool, 
for inspection, some samples of cotton fibre, of which be has received a valua- 
tion "by the French mail which arrived with' you Taist weeki'itnd which left 
Bordeaux on the 2ithof June. Here arc the estimated values, such as they 
could be divined from the very small quantities sent, * • . ' . 

Specimen from Cordoba-^— Is. to Is.'Ojd. 'pfer pound. 

Do, Catamarca — Is. 8d. to Is. lOd. prr (Tound. 

Do. Santa Fe— Is. to Is. Id per pound. 

Do. Patana — Is. Gd. to Is. 8d per poun'J. 

Do. Tucuman — Is. id per podnd. ' 

Aug. iSth — Extract from mail news: 

** Mr. Layard stated in the House of Commons that U was intended to take 
steps to ascertain the cotton-growing capabilities of the Argentine Uepublic, 
and when the inspection wa. completed a report would be made'' 

.Aug. 20th— During the la^.iew. days we have ^distubutcdsee^tto the fol- 
lowing persons : — Mr. Owen Lynch, Lujin ; Mr. James Harriflon,^i-oba^ ; Sr. 
Jose M. GUneDrz, Corrientes ; Sr. J Martinet, Bucncs Ajres; Sor. Don Luis 


— 19 — 

Lagos, Matanzas; Mr, Bmber, Buenor Ajres; Sor. D. Guigliazza^ Once 

Septetnbre. ' ' 

Aui?. '2 otli— Letter from Mr. Colman, of Salto, B. Oriental ; ' "* 

*' My few plants in the Chacra already show signs of sprouting, and I full^ 

expect they all will give cotton this year. . They dried up to within a couple of 

inches of the ground, from, l^ing frost-bitten ; but the stem looks gteen and 

healthy, find I have no doubt will ; row double the size they were last year. I 

shall have much pleasure in foi^wartjing you some cotton when ripe, to sdrid t6 

your friends in England, to have their opinion regarding its merits ** '* 

We have supplied seed to the folio wia^r gentlemen : --Mr. Woodgate, villa 

Mercede* ; Mr. Thomas Allen, Buenos Ayres. 

• ' •' ' • ■ . • ' * 

' S^pt. 2nd — The Kosario piptMS have taken up our suggestion, and recom- 

mend the ctiltivation of cotton in that province. 

IVomillions of cotton plants have bean planted this year by Ueneral Lopez 
in Paraguay. 

Sept. 4th — Extract from catiilogue of articles contributed by Montevideo at 
the London Exliibi^ioa:— " x<o. 17. Two gbss jars of wild cotton." 
. The cultivation of cotton in Uruguay has never been carrieH to any eli^ent ; 
but.it is perfectly well establi^licJ that coUon in lar:^e quantifies coiiM 'be pro- 
duced in several portions of the republic. The samples shoWn were'girowti; i& a 



ducing country, population being the chief requirement. ■.:-•- 

Si^t. llth— Extract .from * Cotton §upply Reporter*: — 

•* Reports have repeatedly reached this •sbuntry of the magnificent ' Cdftou 
fields in the Argentine Confederatio^n of South America. There is evfery^Ve^- 
son to believe that these reports are well founJeJ The Coltdn J^iippiV As^o • 
ciation have r**cently had the opportunity, of inspecting a nanilVer b*f 'sS^rh^les 
from different provinces of ilie Confederation, which had been forwair'ded'iii the 
first instance to Messrs. Stolterfoht, Sons, and Co., of Liverpool. They' were 
of the long fibred variety, and very fine in quality. One specimen was Valued 
at the rale of 'J2il. per Ip., and another at 2'Jd. Yet the whole of the 'samples 
were gathered from the plants growing wild, the riemain's of former culture 
gradual!/ dying away from neglect occasioned byjhe introduclfoh^dP tfritisli 
manu^cturru goods. '^ 


Sept. I2h— ^^i* are inforraetl tliot one gentleman in St.i. F^ has contracteil 
for laying down ' 1,00". ai;d nnother in Corrlentea 50,(100 cotton hills. 

Sept. l"il^S T, Ximcut-z. of Corricntes, applies to ub for a cotton gin. W« 
refer him to CViisul Hurt hinson. 

Sept. 20ih—Ci)nsnl Hnleliinstn's first report on cotton prospects in the in- 
terior provintrs ' dated Ma_v/ih, I8<i"i). 

Sept. -Ibi — Iniporiant h''ter tioni S. Ff, signed " Gossypium," showing that 
^otton will yive a nett piofii of £iO prr acri , 

Sept. 25ih— Letter from Mr. lleniy Vi.lal, Ce.rlto. Enlre Rios: 

" I have cuUiviiled the cntlon pljiiii on b- sniuU scale for many years, at mf 
place, and people who pretemi Vi kno-v, say that it is of bel!er iju^lity than 
that which con:esfi*nm Corrienles ; but this may arise from adiRerciice in the seed 

'• I used lo iow it in October, from fiie to si.i feet apart : the first year the 
crop was not ranch, but for ihe next sixteen lo twenty years, it produced much 
more. In thi^ beginnin;^ of the winter, it is necessary to cut down the plants to 
about four inches from the ground and to cover them with leaves, sand, or earth, 
to protect thcni from the Irost." 

*' Before the spring, the ground between the plants should he cieaned. 

Sej'L S6th— Consul Hutcinmion will not part with hii gin, but places It at 
the di^posiil of the public, in his own house. Al. Cavenago publishes catton- 
planling instructions in his Lahrador Argentino. 

We have on exhibition specimens of S.iuia Fe, Salto, Corrientes, and Para- 
guay cotton, with a table of the respective values of all the cottons of the 
Argentine jirovinces. 

\Ve p,ivv scid lo the toIiowii|f{ persons: — 

I), 'lorqinto Alv.;,ir, It. Ayres ; D, Juan Almagro, San A. de Areco; D U. 
£ruti,et, I'arui.u UUnd.^^ ; D. itoscnthal Gayen, Buenos Ayrea ; D. T, Govland, 
Buenos Ayrcs; L). II. Arcliius, Buenos Ayre«. 

Oct. Iitt — ttlt arrohc-s of cotton expected from (his year's crop in GorrieDtes. 

Oct. 2nd — Another Idler from Gossypium, 

Oct 3rd — Wc understand Messrs. John P. Boyd and Co. have generously 
resolved to ship the fir;.! bales of Argentine cotton exported hence, free of 
charge, commission, freight, ^c, 

Scoatur ('ullen, of Sto. Fi:, visits us, and promises to promote a cotton fetvr < 
in hia province. 

We give public notice that oar gtock of seed is out. 


Mia 


J 
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Oct. 6th — ^Another letter from Gossypiuin. 

We have placed on exhibition at the Bolsa samples of ^Uruguay cotUm 
grown by Mr. Coleman, very fine; also Sta. Fe wild do., gathered by Mr. 
Kitol^en ; and Paraguay vegetable wool, an extraordinary product^ the property 
of Mr. Murray, Secretary of the Pharmaceutical Society. 

Mr. Wilson^ who received some seed from us, has called to say that the 
Georgian seed has come up beautifully and looks welL 

Oct. 14 th ^—Letter from the Association ; 

*' Idanchester, Sept. 5th, 1862. 

''The Committee of this Association are desirous that necessary facilities 
should be given for the successful prosecution of cotton growing experiments 
at Buenos Ayres. They have, therefore, determined to send out a quantity of 
cotton seedy and one or two cotton gins, and will place the same in your hand?, 
with every confidence that good use will be made of them, and that if pos- 
sible the value of the machines (invoice of which shall accompany them) will 
be returned to* the Association in the form of cotton raised from the seed.^' 

Oct. 1 8 th«— Another letter from Gossypium, and again on the 22nd. alid 
25th inst. 

Oct. 23rd — Montevideo has taken the lead in the cotton movement* We 
read that the Government has imported, at its own cost, a large quantity of 
seed from New Orleans, and is now distributing it to all the estancieros in the 
country, * ad libitum.' We hope President Mitre will take a wrinkle from the 
Orientals. 

Oct. 28th — Mr. Doria, H.6.M. Charge d'Affaires, having appreciated! oox 
efforts in the culture of cotton, has kindly presented us with some cotton ahd 
cotton seed, which he has brought from Paraguay. 

Nov. Ist— Letter from Senator Oullen : ;.. 

'* Having heard that yon gratuitottsly distribute cotton*8eed, with the uobld' 
purpose of making this staple, what it must one day become, an export of thel 
country, I take this opportunity to beg you will forward me as large a quantity 
as possible, as I have firmly resolved to do all in my power to make plaata-^ 
tions on a large scale in my native province of Santa Fe/' i * 

Our stock is out, but we expert a fresh supply, i 

Nov. 8th — Sor. Ximenez, who is a large property holder in Corrientes^ has' 
favoured us with the following account of cotton planted on his estaacia :— 
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C* i ' . ■ ' . 

RfiTCRN O'P 

CoTTox. 


a 

.1 . . * 

(Planted up to 

this dale.) 



IldP.. Brest- 

—Egyptian seed 

••• 

*• a 

<7 plots 

» 

Georgian do. 

••-• 

• •• 

2? ^ 

»• 

English do 

••r* 

•'%• 

202 .. 

»• 

Naon (Nankin) ... 

•■•* 

• •• 

40 „ 

>9 

Gorrentino 

• ■ • 

• • . 

19,79(5 „ 


200 ridges with plots •.. ... ... 20,1' 8 

Eugenio Lopez - Correntine seed, 9C ridges, with 

plots ... _ ..... ^. .., _ 7,272* 


Total number of plots, ^.^ .., ... •27,3rU 

Nov. Iath<« -Arrival of a Scotch gentleman, who eomes ta this country far die- 
sole purpose of planting cotton. He has brought a large quanliity of seed and» 
two gins, and, we understand, intends to begin operations in one of the i:>kiud.s 
of the Parani. 

Nov. l^h— f-Letter from the Association : 

Manchester 8t»h Oct., Vi. 
Dear Sirs, 

. I' last bad thiv pleasure on tke 5th itlt. I nov beg k> hand you bill of ladic^g 

0f 5 cwt. of Egyptian cotton seed and two cotton gins, shipped to you pt;r 

*' Lady of the Lake*'^ 

• I enclose, as arguide to you in the disposal of the seed, an invoice bhowin^ 

its cost price to us. I have nol received the invoices of tko gins from the. 

makers, but the one made by Piatt, Pros, and Co., will cost about £'JJ, and 

the other X^il. Invoieea will, however, be forwarded by the nexi maiU- A 

further quantity of seed also be forwdrded in a short time* 

The committee desire me to say that tht^ will be extremely glad to hei^r 

from ypu, from time ta time^ a» to the progress of the coUoa grawn from 

this seed. 

I forward you, by this mail, some pamphlets on cotton cultivation, for dis* 

tribuCioK. 

1 am, dear sirs, yours truly, 

G. R. 1Iaywix>d, Secretary. 
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Nov. 2 th — Numerous application:? daily for seed. The Lady df the Lake 
not yet arrived. Sor. Xiinenes wishes to engage tert English families for his 

' . * - 

estate in Conrientcs. 

Nov ^."th — Our Scotch friend, vvith two bags of se6d, loses hope iir cottdn, 
and purposes buying sheep at Chascomusf. 

Nov. 'i8 — Sor. Ximeaes' plantation now counts 702 ridges, comprisfng' 50,619* 
hills. 

Nov. 30th — SevertTl sampFes of cotton, reported to be of fair quality, have 
been sent from raysandu to this city. 

The Municipality of Montevideo have rccetvecT a quttntiry oP seed", which 
they ^re distributing to the agriculturists of the suburbs. 

Dec. I&t— Received^ per mail steamer, letter, seed', and gin^: 

t ; ** Liverpool, 26th Sept, 

" Herewith we take leave to ha«d yor. bill of lading of four bjags, cpntainiqg 
5cwt. of Egytian cotton seed, marked \Il — B, R 1[4, and t>hree cases of cottou 
gins, same mark. No. l(u,. which we have i>hippe<jL to. yoiwv consignment per^ 
' Lady of the L^ke.* 

" We have made this shipment by desire o£ tliq Secretary to the- Cotton 
§«^ply Association, and tuui-t the packages will arrive in gopd orijer.. 

** \\ e remain, dear sirs^ yopi> tr^ly, 
; . ' ** MOSLEY, HyR«T, & Co." 

Northern RaHway rrruuguratimi banquet: at Belgrano : M,G. Miilhall'toasta 
'•"Cotton," announcing*the arrival of seed and gins. 

&cc. I 4th— -Symptoms of cotton- fever in Santiago : still more in Corrientes* 
Dec. l"tli — Seed now three weeks in port, but not yet landedl 
Dec. J8th — Mr, Wikon'b cotton plants are J 8 mches Jiigh, Xliose seeds de- 
posUeJ in a high sandy loam have got on badly, while a good vegetable 
garden soil has been very favourable^ and a stiff clayey stratum be&t of alL 
The plants have been watered otice, and the Surface kept open r they arc.trau:^- 
j^anteu freely. Mp. G. Lumb also flatters himself on*'being completely succe$s«: 
fill in his experiments. 

Seed and gins landed to-day. ... 

Dec. 19rh— Despatched seed to a gentleman from Tucumsn,^ who hafr bougUti 
a gin of Messrs. Shaw aiul Barber.. Sor. Ximcnes repoFts his, plantation 70,003 
hills, although some missed : he wants mor«r seed. We have also orders for 
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1 cwt. each for Santa Fe. Enlre Rios, and Corrientes. Some ptauta in the 
£straBgero, of thi« ciiy, arc doing well 

Dec. 20tlL— The Minister of Interior sends us aa order for 3 cwU of seed. 
M. Caveoago's treatise neaily finished. Consul Hutchinson expects seed and 
gin* from Manchester. D. Jose Fiias, of Sevit Kedondo, Tucuman, exhibit* 
on 'Change cotton samples. His plantation is 10,000 hills, to be increased 
next year to 200,000, 

Dec. 24th — Th? CustomG Inspector demands duties on seed and gins. Among 
100 customers is General Urquiza, ^Ve charge 82 (^Id.) per ib. to corer ex- 
penses. Letters from San Antonio, Carmen de Areco, Florcs, and Conchns 
report the experiment successful, in spite of frost. The plants also look well 
in Lezama's qutnla, and Mr. Price's garden. 

Mr. Cavenago writes — "Please give me 12 lbs. more ier the National Go. 


1863. — January Jst — ^The National Government permits us lo import cotton 
seed and gins duly free. Great demand for seed- 
January bth. . An Irish farmer of Areco (B. A.) applies for lbs. seed, and 
reports his plants "doing well, 12 inches high, and of a dark green color.". 

January 10 — Schemes for cotton planting occupied attention in Santiago. 
Mr. Wilson has favoured us with a bouquet from bis quinta, of cotton flowers, 
grown from the seed which wegavaliimin A unjust. Id the partido of Arrccifes, 
several native gentlemen have begun sowing cotton on a small scale. 

January Ilth — The Governor of Mendoza writes to tbe Minister of tho 
Interior that his province ofl'eis every facility for cction-growing. 
January 12th — Circular from the department of the Interior. 

Buenos Ayi 
To his Excellency the Governor of the Province of 


■^ 


The cultivation of cotton iu our country is at present esgaging the attentiou 
of all men interested in the development of national wealth, and the National 
Oovornment following this general movement desires also to aid, within the 
sphere of itE action, the development of this new industry which, once radicated 
in the Republic, offers the most chcerfni hopes for the future. 

With this notice I remit to your Excellency a small quantity of cotton seed 
with a Manual for its cultivation hoping that it will be distributed for planting. 

Some time hence your Excellency will receive a greater quantity of seed as I 

L M 
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tlie Government rxpccU thuch more of good quality ; and a Work is beinjf prepared 
for publication with more extensive details for its cultivation, which tirill be sent as 
soon as ready. 

Mpy God preserve Y« B 

OullXKRMO RaWSOTT. ■ 

January 20th — Mr. Cabal of Salto finds his cotton plantations (10 acres) 
attacked by ants which have already destroyed a great portion : he has , 
however, sent to Chile for some ant killers, small insects, one of them able to 
destroy a whole nest. 

J inuary 22nd — Sr. Ximenes, of Corrientes^ takes one. of our cotton gins to 
Goya, on board a vessel to sail to-day. 

January *24th^We learn from Senator CuUen of Santa F^, that the cotton- 
seed which we gave hi n has come up beautifully, and that, in that province 
every one is preparing to sow cotton, oa a large scale, next spring. 

January 29th — ^General Urqui/a replied to Dr. Riwson's cotton circular, that 

lie ist of a favorable opinion but that he has received neither the seed nor Mr. 

i)a\enago\ vadetnscum. We believe, however, that somd of the supply wc 

' forwarded H K. ist already springing up in San Jose, as the Qeneral took iht field 

b**fpre the National Government. 

QovernorLagmfia of Corrientes, who aspires to the Utle **bii Cotton Exce!- 
IrncjT,'" thinks Dr. liawson has played him a practical jo&e, seodiog him l^ Ibi. 
of cotton seed, when he proposes to plant 12 tons, in joint-stock Co. H#? 
reoe^tvtd'the pamphlet, but no seed^ and seems to ask Dr. B. what use is the 
fonper without the latter? 

Feb, Ist — To-day, in our 'patio,' we bad one of the co.ton gins at full work^ 
IVobablv it is the first of the kind that was ever putlip.iti thta continent. 

The ''Con^ercio del Salto'^ states that the Junta of that city is dtstributiag 
small quantities of Upland, fi^yptian, and Sea Island cotton-aeeij, Tlu5 "Co- 
inercio" publishes as FoUetin the Vlanualfor this industry, by Antonio Cara via. 
Some cortou plants of great antiquity exist in the neighborhood of Salto : Sam- 
ples of these were sent to the Locdo i Exhibition by the Montcvidean Go- 
vemment. 

Our friend, Mr. Poente has jnst arrived from Parana, wjth good news 
for Gossypium. lie has taken ali the seed which remained on our handsf sotno 
80 Iba,- f(jr the estancieros aiid gardeners, who expect to rai>>e fine cotton* fields 
on thift fertile coast between Diamanle and Pamna. lie mentions having seen 
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trees nhich hare borne for 5 1 years, Riid measured one 12 feet high niih a trunl 
15 inches ia circumference. Entie Rios will be second only lo Corrientes in 
the cotton f'fver, and its fluvial commun'catioii nnd jiroximily to this port 
eminently lit itio produce this i^taple. f'xcelient land may be purchased under 
«IOO,000 (£700) per league. 

We read That rhe l2lbH. packnpe of seed forwarded by the Nat. Government, 
hafi arrived at Mcndoia and been diafribiited ; but Mr. Puente assures ua 
that E. Rios will require hirgf-r supplies, tHking the first monthly imporlaion of 
2 tone which we expect shortly, ("ol Ion has been sown by order of Government, 
and the experiment)) of San Jose and Paran& have proved to succeKtifiil that 
Urquiza is ubout to propose a law (or the protection of this industry. 

Feb. 13lh— Governor Cullen of Santa Fe, has acVnowled«ed receipt of t 
cotton seed sent bini by the National Government, and a^ks for more. Elating i 
belief that it will prosptr in that province, 

Febt 16tb- Since the commencement of the American war our neighbours i 
Brazil have devoted especial attention to cotton growing, and we are glad 
learn from an English paper, that tbe crop for tS63 is valued at 20 millia 
patacons, 

Feb. 18th— Two parties were in our office this morning for seed, and oi 
gentleman who sowed some of our seed in the islau'ls is perfectly cott4 
mad. He states thai the plants are over three feet high, and nothing could g 
better an the Islands than this cotton. 

We have received five bans per. British Mailj from .the Cottoi' Supply A«M 
cintion'of Manchester. We shall di^Lril)ute it to the public as usual i 
paymeDl of freight, 

£xtractE of Letter from the As^ociaiion: ^ 

Manchester, 19lh Dec. 1862. 
Messrs. M. G. & E. T. 'MuUhall. 

Standard Office, Bueuos Ayrcs. 
Dear Sirs, 

The samples per '"Mersey"' were duly received and are very satisfactord 
A. has been valued at Is. lUd. to Is. lid, and E. at Is. 8d. per lb. Middli^ 
Orleans being worth Is lid. to Is. Ilil.ipcrlb. 

The Comnii:t«e see with great pleasure the growing interest taken ia i 
cultivation of cotton in yourprovince,aad are desiroiiB of giving what lid t 
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can to the movprncnt. They are aboat to send you 5 cwt. of Egyptian seed 
which will be forwarded immediately on its arrival from Alexandria, 

I am dear Sirs, yours truly 

G. R. Haywood. 

Feb. 19ih- We have despatched S^^lbs. of the new supply to D. A. Lara of 
Corrientc 8 : that province will certainly surpass the rust iu cotton-growing. Sor 
Cavenagd has shown us the blossom of some seed we gave him last November ; 
it came over ground in 8 days/ and each p-ant has about a dozen flowers. 

Ministry of the Interior. 
Buenof Ayes, Feb. 13th, 1863. 
Messrs. M. G. & E. T. Mulhall. 
In answer to your note mentioning your importation of cotton- seed, the 
following has been decreed. 

Let it be replied that the Nat Government will take 4 quintals of cotton- 
seed, to be distributed throughout the Provinces, the importers presenting their 
accounts for the same, to be paid by order of this Uihistry. 
Which I inform you» for your guidance. 

. )May God preserve you many years. 

GUILLBRMO BaWSON. 

Feb. 20th^A|i elderly Italian from ^e^islandar of Parana took 38 lbs. of seed, 
Mr. Bushental who has a celebrated quinta at Montevideo has asked us for sufB* 
cient to plant a mansana. Mr. Bunsen, who resides on the banks of the Yi, in 

. * • ^ _ _ * . ' 

Banda Oriental, wrote to us for 3(V lbs. Mr. Nelson of San Vicente and Mr. 

* . '. * . 

Gilbert of En^enada ha.ve planted eadh about half a cuAdra. Mr. White's crop 
in Belgrano is quite a curiosity, and he says he will plant, next year, on 
a much larger scale ; he has also experimented auccessfnlly in the islands* Mr. 
Cavenago has paid U8 the freight and expenses of the first supply we gave 
Government for the Province^ 

Feb. 22nd— A correspondent from CarHielas « rites :-i-I sbwed about half a 
pound of the cpUon seed which you gave It is all over-ground; very few 
seeds missed, I sowed a little more, foi* a sample in boxes, in the patio, which has 
come up nicely ; and I gave to a neighbor about two oz. ; he steeped the seed 
ia water about 20 hours previous to sowing it, and in three days it was nearly 
all up« The remainder I intend keeping until Spring, unless some neighbors 
feel desirous for some* 


r 
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Feb. 22nd — RplalWe to cotton planting in the neighborhooil of B.Ayrei- — ■ 
On Friday evening wc took occasion to visit Mr. Vv'Ugon's quint* in calle Sania 
K6 where our eS'oits in cotton-planting were fir^t crowned wiih succes-*. Sonte 
years aj;o Mr. Hule made the (.'xptrimcnt in his garden near Pobre Uiublii, anil 
Mr. Patrick Brown in 1850 lba(,trilcoiion trees as a horticultural orramciit in 
hi) grounds at the Miserere M'. Witaon'a plants stand about three IVel above 
ground, spreading their branches over a superliciesof a square yard; and ewh 
trunk BupporiH cO or CO pods. The flower U viry beautiful, and the pud largv 
and globular. 

We leamthatSor. SiTorl has also some fine cotEoti-plnnts iu \ut quinta at 1 1 
Setiembre, and Mr. •lames White, of elgrano, is raising a crop of some cuadrita 
in extent. A r. Hannah of Ranches reportn favorably of the seed we tranamitletl 
him through Dr. Gibt>tng8. Aulmlian agriculturiHt of Eitre Rios took trom 
us, ypaterday, a supply of 50 lbs, and asked for double that quantity, but the 
Nat. Governnient Uking 400 lbs. for the ProTinces Icatps us only slew Ib«. 
on hand. Sor Aides has another plot of cotton at Hueco de S^uce. 

Feb 8r>th — We inspected Mr. White's cotton plantation at Belgrano ; the 
plants are a littls behind time, but seem coming on hcII, Next Ui^tobrr 
Mr. Vhite purpoees planting on a large ecalf, in the fields adjoining the 
river. 

Ftb. 9.'i th^By this packet we have written to the Cotton Supply Ataociiiliuti, 
for more seed and gins 

Ftb. <8ih The LccifeU^ure of Cotdov^ it going to assia^a a prize to the \>t-\. 
and largest cotton grower in that province. In SaDtiajri del Kstero, coiton i-c 
enthusiastically advocand, and the Manual fpr ptaniiug re-produced as a JcUe- 
tin in the columns of El Puebh. 

Match 1st — Letter from. Salto. Uanda OriLntal ;^ 

Enclosed I hare the pleasure of forwaiding you a small aan-ple of the ColfMi' 
wool, grown from the Georgian se-::d you were so kind as (o torwavl mtsoiot; 
months a;;>;o. It appeal's to be of Sne qualify, strong staple, and good colour, 
the sample is fioin onu head, tlie seed having been separated for sowing ne^t 
F'eason. Thepiant? are in Hnc healthy conditian, but have sufFcrfd much from 
u green catcrpillur- Ejch pUnt has about from RO to 60 balls, which have juvt 
commenced ripcDiiig, and the idant] arc still continuing to flower. This kind 
flppe.'rs to be most adapted for cultivation in this department, being far niarc 
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adranced than the pUnts of lust year ^rowin^ from natirc ieed, as Ihey ihow 
no 8i>;nii of giving cuUon for a Dionth yet. I expect it is ihc Srst sample you 
have received from :iiiy one to nhooi you have ilitttributed setd. 1 have also 
deUvertid a similar sample lo our worthy Cliief of follcc, D. Antonio Siirarra, 
who /onwards it by this conveyance to MontOTldco. 
Dear Sir, 

Your obedient Servant, 

ItENKY G, Col.nltAX. 

March .Irt —The Drilish harquc 'Adamantine,' from Liverpool, lost on the 
Eu^livh ban'x ill the Biver Plate, and had on boivrd about ^ tons Cotton aeed, 
and several ^ins, consigned to a Ilrltish house in \\w city. Air. Witz has r»* 
ceived from the Minister of the colcnieu in France, 60ib. of cotton seed, nfaich 
he will distribute at his house, 

March 6th— Mr. Kerr has received four bag* of different kmda af cottoa- 
■eed, and di^tribulcs it gratis to ail it ho will plitnt it. VVe have no more cotton- 
■eed in our ofiice, and every day parties arc calling for i-ome; so Mr, Kerr's 
supply comes very aprop-it. 'Yesterday, Dr. K. Peres and another geotlenan 
called on us lor seed to send to Santa Fe, 

March Tth— £r Culista Olivero, of i* irana who received some cotton seed from 
ut, publishes in the Ltiirrai an account of his plantalion, iu which be states tbftt 
the seed »e gave him cuine up wcllf and thai bia little GoUoD>fie)il la the admira 
titon ol the whole country. 

March &th — VVc send to the Minister of the Interior puropfalets ia Spanish 
on the fiuhject of Cotton growing, with a req^uibition that they may be forwarded 
lo each of the Oovernore of the provinces. 
April 3rd — Received letter trom the AESociation : 

Manchester 20d Feb. 1^63. .« 
Dear Sirs, 

I had ibis pleasure last on the 7ih ultimo, and am since in receipt of youi 
esteemed of the l-ith ult. 

Your letters replied to by the last mail, were laid before the Executive Com- 
mittee, and oTiI;r« have been si.-nt to New York, to purchase seed tu be forwar- 
ded to yon monthly. In the meantime, you nilll receive, by the next, steamer 
from Southampton, half a ton of seed, and if seed can be ohtained, it ehall be 
forwarded monthly. 


idy E)iip|)«d it tu 
s, as ihe one ac 


April 9th — We bought of Mr. Magollp.orthc Diamante, 18 arrobcs (4.50lbs. 
cfcottoii, in tlic aecd, at the rate ol -i ilnls, m[c per arrobe equivalent to lOd 
pir IK This cotton was grown on the banks olthe Paraoi, Entre Sios. 

April Itb— Our oHiue crowileil with cotton amateurs; one pentlem^n wboae 
father has a Inrge cotton mil' near M:tDchestcr states that the Diamante cotton 
iiof very superior quality. 'J'he agent of the Algerian AfiKocialion hai. we 
learn, applied to the Sreretary of the BoUa, for samples of Argentine cotton. 
Mess. Saunders and Keyscr, of 1 1 T Paseo J ulio, who liave repaired all the 
steamers on the river, aieno«r nc work putting up our si'cond cotton gin. The 
first we sold to a cotton planter in Corrientcs, nho ha 
his plantations. We have received applieationn for 3 mi 
preseat in our office we shall keep for public use. 

April 12th— Letier from Parani plant ttion. 

Villa Urquisa, March 17th IS63. 
I may be open to the suopicion of ine;rati[ude, for delaying to acknowledge 
the receipt of the S'/afff/art/coitnn-seed. but lean now assure you it waa all well 
disposed of. and if there were much more, we should also have employed il. 
I should wish to know what class the seed is. The few that I planted with Sor 
j^gulla, came up in 4 days .iltlioui^h the treatises I have read state that l) or 
1*2 days is required. It is well to pluck up all the plant* in a cotton hill, except 
one, although Home frriters advise leavinq; two ; and to keep the ploitts 4 or ■> 
feet distant, i'ttiedsome seed from ■Corrientcs, which was said to be very f^ooA 
In the first year it yielded on excellent crop, the plantB being 3 ftet asunder, 
and I kCQt some of the cotton to various friends as a specimen of Unire Kian 
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I will send yon a flower of what wc planted with Sor AguUa. as soon as it i» 
ripe, and I hope you will pri/c this fruit of your intellectual and manual labors 
more than if it were an Arabiitn camelia. 

luNAClO ClGOSBAOA. 

April 13th— Sor Baian of Riojn is most anxious to grow cotton ; he writes to 
beg we will give him sefd aod machinery, as ho has a larj^e tract of feriiie land 
wholly idle, Ht- is confident of success in the exporimeut, and only awaits our 
next iopurtation to commence. 
. April I'lh^Ngtice in the Standard 

All parties having cotton may dispose of the same at [his office at 3 to 5t (Cd. 
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to lOd) per lb. unLMnned. They may if they prefer, eiijpiojr i^ii* iii|lchiAe,(g^ati8) 
to gin it, and export direct to the Af^sociatioa at A|anchester ou their own 
account. In such case also we are vrillin^ to make advances* 

We are ready %o purchase or sell seed at 2$ ni[c» (4d.) per lb ; and receive 
orders for see.dr machinery, or pamphlets| from persons of any political caste 
or colon. 

April 8th -The double acting Macartney gift has ,been cleaned, and put op, 
in this office, by Mr. 'I'homas Moore, but we cannot gin. the 400 lbs xfi^^ cotton 
the steam apparatus not being yet attached. 

April 19th— We publish thefoUowinjf account wK^ch we, hope will, serve; as 
anince|iitive to all the cotton growers thfoughout the Hepublic 
Sres. D. ^liguel & E. T. Muihall 

^ lilanuel Agulla— comprd 
8, boUa^ ajgodon con 408 lb. bto. 

Neco 400 ib.— 45 4.....^i200O 
Buenos Ay res Abril— -16^18t>3« 
Kecibi el importe— 

AHI 20th— We publish instructions for plafitiug* 
April i!tst-^liett'<6ri(nd ^d from the AssoeiatiM 1 

Manchester, ^ib'Marck 
DcairSirs,' 

* Iliad this pleasure Tast on the 23l'd idtriitt4 iini «iiMe Ift Medpl ofy^omr iktcf 
of 27th, January. ■ » . 

' Tour letter bf 14th Jan. was read with miieh ihterett by > lii^ -#9nimlUee iuid 
wai inserted in the local papers. : ' * 

I now have the ple^uure of waiting upon you with the Intoice- (adiHnted) i>f 
cotton seed shipped to you by the present conveyane? in aecordancy wUh* your 
letter of 27th Dec. last I have not chargedthe freight in 'the ti^Toie^'» I i^^4i 
iwt ycl received bill of lading. 

I am Dear Sirs your -obedient servaHI 

G. B. HAirwo6!d^ 
Sleeretarff4 

Invoice of cottorr seed shii>ppd frrom S3uehainpton |>ersti^amer ofthe 9tfiMflirch 
to Messrs M. G. & E« % Uii hall of Buenos Ayres oh their iifecount att<l. i.alt. 
5 cwt. Sea Wmd Cotton Seed at Hs (5d pifer cWt. --£9 Ts iM ' 


» *; 
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SdoKew Orleans ^o do at lis 6J perowt,-£2 l7s 6(1. 
5 do Egyptian do do at lis tid per cwt— £3 3s 6d,— £9 7b 6d, Insurance 
£10at 403percent~£3 llstid. ^^ 

G. n. HAY>tOOD. 4^1 
Secretary. '^^^ 
4pril 23rJ — 1 hu demand for cotton seed is perfectly incredible; one nafive 
house has ordered for the Interior 250 lli«. A Oerman house takes ."0 Iba. for 
the Bandn Oriental, an Enj^Iihhman lias !i>ked for S arrohes for his estsncia ia 
Fsrana. In Bosario the} expect u» to send up ICCO Ih^. of seed. 

Asmill parcel of about (jO aiiobcs of CatamarR.i cutlonin the seed was offered 
to ua jesterday, which it is more thuii probable we shall purchase (subsequently 
not sold). 

A gentleman from Parana applied to us yesterday, for six quintals of cotton 
seed to send to the Diamante : he states that the cotton we bought from that 
locality is by no means the best, and promises to send us some Ehortly, whicli 
is far BUpei for (he di<l nut do so) . 

At this oftice may be sicn ii specimen of middling Cotton which grows wild in 
the district of La Pdx, £ntrc Rios. 'I'hc facility for rearing this staple, and 
cheapnessof land, will promote ils callivaticQ ihfre-about : already one of oar 
lubsciibers is about to plant largely. 

We have seen a beautiful specimen of cotton, grown at the 5 Esquinns, in ths 
soburbi, from Catsmarca seed : it is quite equal lo the staple of that province, 
which ii reckoned the best in the Argentine Republic. 

A French genilfman, whoha*) bad much exiJ'Ticucc in cotton planting in 
Algiers, is about to start for Corritnte», to take uliaifje ol'iinme lafjje cct I on -fields 
in the neighborhood of Goya (wh kniiw nothing of liiin since). 
., April 'i4tli— Ufccived from Association two i>i, Piatt and UichardsDn's Patent 
Double-Actiun Macarthy Co[ ton Gill, arranged for Ibnd, BuUcck, Steam, or 
Water Po.ver, and can be ui-td lor all desciiptloii of Cotton, They are the 
only Afacbines euitablefor the eilraciion of foft ar woolly seeds, acd they will 
separate ibs. of cleaned cotton per hour, iviihcut ci ushing the seeds or injur- 
ing the fibre — Price £20. 

The machines cost £20 in Manchester, but freight and expense of setting 

them up here bring them up to about 5000 dollars; they will turn out 30 

ariobesof clean cotton per day, equivalent to ICiO urrobes of Gne mestiza wool. 

Our pamphlets in Spanish are all out, but we have written for more, and •till 
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have? a'supply of those in English. We may inform the Argentine republic in 

general that the average valae of its cotton is 2 silver dollars per arrobe 

unsinned, that the • Standard' gin is at their disposal, gratis, and that we expect 

a ton of seed monthly. 

j May 1st — Extract from President Mitre's speech at the opening of Congress. 

' The crisis occasioned in foreign marts by want of Cotton, incidental tp the 

\ ^ar of the J. States, has induced experiments for the cultivat'on of this plant in 

I the Republic; there are well-grounded feasdns to hope, that, in time, Cotton 

jwill become a staple of national wealth. 

May 2nd — Mr. James Hastings took yesterday 30 lbs. seed for planting in the 
North of this province, 

Mr. Murray of the Northern Railway has promised, if possible, to lend a 
driving-wheel for our gin. 

May 3rd-*Sor Moreno, Senator fVom Catamarca, came to thank us for our 
efforts to foment the cotton industry in the provinces. He has had much expe- 
rience in cotton growing in his province, and assures us that this season the 
quantity of cotton which will be sown in Catamarca will far exceed that of any 
previous year/ 

We regret that some gentlemen who frequent the Bolsa have been unable to 
see our cotton bouquet, from its not being sufficiently prominent. It is one of 
the most interesting objects ever exhibited in B. Ayres, ^nd may n6w be been 
at this office. 

May 4th — Messrs. Saunders and Keyser are greatly blamed for not having 
the cotton gin working, but they are looking out for a wheel. 

May 6th — Mr. Wheelwright has kindly promised to write to Peru for a certain 
description of cotloto seed, wkidh he thinks would be better adapted for this 
country than either African or United States seed. 

May 8th — We have received a beautiful sample of cotton from Mr. Gowland, 
grown in (he Banda Oriental ; it is at present on exhibition at pur office, which 
is now becoming a regular museum. We have samples of cotton from almost 
every- province of the republic. 

May lOth — We have despatched another bag of cotton seed for Corrientes 
A gentleman residing at Curuzu-cuaiia is about to plant some five squares of 
cotton. He states that, in many parts of the country, cotton grows wild up 
there, and as he has a great deal of land lying idle, he is determined to turd 
it to some account* 
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We 8ent up to Rosario, per Pavon, yesterday, a bag of cotton seed to o 
esteemed cotton ally and friend Dr. Hutchinson^ her Majesty's ConsuL 

Vie hope Santa Fe will produce plenty of cotton in the coming year ; all tl 
seed sown has come up splendidly. Captain Bruce has promised us that tl 
first bale of cotton grown in Santa Pe and shipped u> the ' Sundard' oifice 1 
will take down free of charge. We call upon the Santa Fecinos ' en masse" 
sow cotton. 

May l£th — Yesterday we gave samples of Buenos JLyres cotton to a Scot 
gentleman, who purposes sending it by the next steamer to a leading manuFu 
turer in England. 

Sr. Ortiz, deputy from San Luis, vihited our office on Friday : he intends 
order seed for 450 squares of land which he owns in that province. 

Sr. Don E. Blanco, deputy from Mendoza, has ordered darrobesofse 
which he purposes sowing in September. 

Sr. Chapeaurouge, of San Antonio de Areco, has ordered a small quanti 
of each class of seed that we have, to sow at his estancia. 

Fifteen bales of Paraguayan cotton, arrived here on Sunday, and we exp< 
more by next steamer. 

Even the ladies have taken to cotton. Yesterday a bewitching Forte 
walked into our office, and asked for an arroba of cotton seed* 

May 20tb — The * Standard' office was crowded yesterday with cotton votari 
Sr. Fjias, from Cordoba, sends a sack to that province, to plant on his.prcpei 
A German house of high standing has also taken a large quantity of seed 
the Band a OrientaK 

Sr. Prangue has taken two arrobas for his estancia in the Banda Oriental. 
Samples are coming into us from all quarters. 

May 25th — Consul Hutchinsout of Kosario, has disposed of every graii 
the cotton seed we sent him. 

Messrp. Stolterfoht, of Liverpool, sent him 15 quintals of Egyptian sc 
given by the Association for gratuitous distribution. 

Mi*. Deputy Blanco, from San I uis, has applied to us for a cotton gin. 
beg to advise all English merchants who may have cotton gins that, by apply 
to us, they can find purchasers. 

May 29ih — A resident of San Fernando states that about thirty years 
large fields of cotton wore grown in that locality, and that cotton grew bca 
fully about there. At that period of civil wars, &c., this branch of agiicult 
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was neglected : this year, however, several squares will be planted along the 
river. 

June 5th — We despatched on Thursday a sack of cotton seed, weighing 
159 Iba, destined for Entre Rio8« Sor. Puente is getting up a fever in that 
province, and finds the inhabitants prompt to engage in so promising an 
industry. . 

June 6th — Mr. Pookcy, of Sta. Catalina, has thfee plants, each over six 
feet high, and bearing an aggregate of 200 pods. Mr. White's plantation at 
93elgrano isi a little latie, but we hope sufSciently strong to resist the frosts. 

Another sample from Mr. Price's quinta, of Egyptian seed, looks very Well, 
although we expect more from the upper proviiices than from Buenos Ayres in 
the way of planting. 5 

A Frenchman from Las Conchas took 1 lb. yesterday to experiment in that 
locality. 

J Juiie lOth— An American, formerly engaged In the great platltatitm in CdV- 
ricntes, got up by Americans, informs us that splendid results may be derived 
from that. province. The e^tablishmetit progressed fovoiii^ably %>r'some ten' or 
fifteen months, over 200 women arid children bein^ ethpliy^d;' the soil was, 
however, too sandy^ being rather close to the hver. Much" difficulty was 
.^otind in: picking, tne irec^ being too close; and,' to crown all, the Directory 
iell into neglect and finally broke iip. It is necessary to leat^ rows three yVrds 
wide^ on «lt sides, between' the trees, as the distiEliic^ ior tree-cotton should 'be 
double tbat fixed for the plant, or shrub cotton general in the U.StiAtes. 

Juno VSth^ Letter from the Association. 

We have received, per Mersey, a ton of cotton seed, 12 cwt. superior A est 
Indian, anil 8 cwt. Egyptian. Another supply, of equal quantity, has been 
also shippc'd lor us by the Southampton mail of June 9th. The season for 
piantiiig begiTis in September, and there will be about 12 tons of seed in this 
market* li'or those who intend to foster this promising industry by large 
operations. 
'i lit futurr, the Association will send us seed from New York. 

June 20ih— A cotton planter from Louisiana has arrived, with the intentioa 
of trying to grow the staple in this country. ^ 

June 28ih— Sixteen bales of Paraguay cotton shipped to England per British 
'Jiaii Steamer. 

J«Jjr 8;h— We prrsefit the Argentine Governihent with 2C01b. coltori-«eed 
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of rarious kinds. Tiioma3St.George Arrnstrjnj, Esc]., also gircs SOOlb ; both 
Jonatians are for gratuitous distribution in the provinces. 

July |]i!i- Mr. Wilson's pknts in Ills r[im)tA in tho suburbs reported bi 
thriring: tbia was only aa expciiment. 

July 14th — The ' Semanario' (officirtl organ) of As-incion contr.iiis detaile-1 
inslruclions for cotton -planting in Paraguay. 

July I7th— We ship, through Messrs. Drabble, eight sacks (.400 ib.) seed 
cotton to Manchester Association. X bag of 2ilb Sea Island eeed despatched 
from ' Standard' ofhcc to Paraguay. Kuinours oi an intended company ia 
Santa Fe to lay down 100 squaree (3.50 acres) under cotton (iicfcr rcnlizcd^u 

July 19th - Consul Hutchinson receives at Roeario 12 barrels seed from 
Manchester for gratuitous distribution) We receive letters from Mr. Billing, 
hurst, of Corrientes, that be intends planting Itrgety. Similar news from 
La I'az (Eutrc lUos). A French gardener of Buenos Ayres takes 401b c^d 
for hia quinta. 

July 23 — Don Juan Ameghioo, of the Department of Soriano, Orientil 
Bepublic, favours us aith some valuable results obtaine<l ly him in cxperi- 
rnental cotton.plinting We have three (.amples- No. 1 is some cotton fibre, 
-without seed, gathered of plants which were froat-biucn ere the fruit had 
arrived at maturity ; the staple is short and weak, and, as we opine, valueless. 
I iso. 2 consifts ol two large capsules, almost full blown, the fruit being similnr 

to the former. No 3 ij (me pod about to bloom, whiob was prematurely 
nipped, and unlike No. 2, iicver o|)iriitd. The conclusinn is very plain, vii., 

Ithat they were phnited too lalu (December), and do other month is suitable 
but that we indicated, Seplerab.'r. Tht; following are 31. Ami.'ghino's remarks ;-» 
" This cotton (New Ot!e.ti'.s seed) was sown in die eml of Dcccrabe-r, anil 
came over grounci in ei^ljt or iftn days. It grew up very well, only an 
occasional plant, bting dried up by ihu aun or drought. In duo time they 
were covered with blossoms, n new on'i appi'nring daily, until May, vrhen a 
frOEt came and bli^jhtcd bcth leaves and tlowers before ihc capsules had 
upened. The frost, however, forced aome to open before ihcy were ripe. 
"The second kind, having a y^'Uow {l.iwcr, was of Catamarca seed, and 

tcame up very leafy. It also blossomed, but later than the other. At first the 
frosts had no eflect, but it ultimately succumbed, without having opened a 
I single pod. After line I need hardly say that they mustb anted long befof^^H 

Lpecembcr," ^^H 
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"We hiTC Ken cotton planted in this province in XoTcmbcr. which hsd 
itxwcily ^ similar (aie, being froac-birten whtu juit ripening. Some of ihe 
trc«a bare been transplanted, but w«^ put liule laitti in the experiment. 

July 2iitd — Lead'r in tbe 'St.indard' advocuiBg cotwn-grow ing in Cordoba 

Juiy )ibih — Consul liutchinion givea Mr. Feikias ('Ferro-carril') aburel of 
At'cd fjrgiatuicoiis distribution ia CalainarcM. 

Aii.<<ist Ut — The ArgcritiDc (Javtinment finding 5001b. too little, buy from 
UN luc'lb. more seed. We despatcli 7o lb. for San Nicolas (B. A.), and M. 
Oematchi purchases a like quantity. 
I August 'ind — I'he Gefes Foliticos of cotton. growing departments are en- 

ct]«rxed by Government to distribute the EoiaU parcels {401b.) sent to the 
4evcrul provinces. 

August 3th.— We despatch 25Ib fur Gualeguay (Bntre Riot) and Mb. Sea 
Island for Diamante (B. 11.). 

August Tth. — We despatch SUtb. Egyptian and Sc-a Island for GaaleiroAj, 
l(r. Bluclc's estancia. 

Au[,'u-t I ttli— Wedeipfttch 1511b. to Mr. Hall, Bella V-sta, Corrientci. '' 

Au/nst i2lh— Eighteen bales Parnguty cotton sent to Antwerp. 

August Hth— We give 8Mb seed gratis to Sor. Fucnte, for the poor of 
Parana. The ' Seraanario* continues instruutions on pl.4nting. 

August 15th — We receire » letter lr»m Manchester Association reprimanding 
us lor paying such an extravagant price on the i -iamaiite seed-cotton, 
"^fc- AugutiC 18th — Pamphlets in Spanish arrive from Manchester. Messrs. Shav 
and'liarbcr receive gin*, price of same, 9 dnublooiis. 

August 19th— Messrs. Kerr and Griersiun receive from Manchester 15 tons 
seed. 

August 30th — Samples of native calico exhibited on 'Change hy Governor 
Taboada of Santiago del Kstero. Consul Hutchinson sends seed to that 
province. 

August 21st — Consul Hutchinaon's report of Salado Valley publiahfld in the 
• Standanl.* 

August 2iith —We had a visit from tkc honorable deputies for San Luis and 
Corrientes. Srea. Ortiz and Yjitariabal. These gentlemen take a lively interest in 
cotton propagation, possessing in their respective provinces large tracts of arable 
land, which may with trifling labour nad outKir be converted into plantationa 
of jfomjfpbtn arioreuat. Sor. Ortis lus I2i)tl squares (4,000 acres) of w«It 
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iriigalcd c^^mp, but the enormaiis charge fir freijht aim )it provciils the Kopc 
of reatisiag a profitable cnlcrpri«e in iHmI remote region, unless th« pro]>o»*d 
Traction etiffia^a, nr Cordoba Hailway, bring the Interior to cheip an-l reatly 
conimuiiicatioQ with our river porta. 

Sor. YgiraRbal's cslancia tomprises 11 le issues of Icrtile land on llie banks of 
ibo l*araiia, abi^iit fortj IcBi^ues above the city of Comentis. He offi-r.* ler.iis 
vbicli irould prove highly atlTaniaiteoniJ tn ciipitaliHtu or immiirrnnts unximiK 
to make « trial in this valunble stapk' itrcMlitctioai lU- proposes to pl-int >k 
million cotton-hillB in a league of his land, anil sell rlip trop lo any buyer wh'> 
will moreovei' assume the cost and risk of puliing ihi.' uniie. lit \h: williriU llI•^ 
land to ajuint stock company on condition of ibpir plunting it, and allu^inx hiiH 
a share in remuneration. Or he will go halves with any one In aU the expcdti' 
i«id profits of planting hall a league or a league. Or he will tike small f.irnii-'i* 
in partnership of equal profits, giving ihem house, beef and vegetable!^ for llie 
^ ye«r. 

He has brought us a beautiful specimen of cotton produced by a tree onlt" 
three |»oathsold| which had rciched a height of eight f<cet. It was. planted iu 
December and pluclicil in March, although he agree* wi(h us th-<t September is 
the best Bgonth for sowing, lie uses common uiraJen rolUsr gins, but purpo-t -^ 
taking a Macartney atcaui-gin foi his projected plantation- The (.'jrrienlcii net d 
^omeirhat rcs^mblc^ Sea IsUnd.but it a little smaller: ibe sot'on is about etjiii'l 
in value to. New Orleans, being second ^only to Catamarca in this country. 

3or, Ximenei has juit informed us that his plantation cuiints, at Ooya. alxmi 
70,000 plants, but he lost a large number from sowing too late in thesc^uii. 
Governor Culleo of Santa Fe has applied to Caosul Hutchinson for iiiiiitl«fr 
barrel of seed, 

August 27th — Arrival of 270 sacki ssed, 6 gins, and 1 press from United 
titates fur President Lopez of j'aruguay ; the seed is Sea Island and Upland. 

August 28ih — We give three small pai eels of seed fur experiments in iJn- 
euburtfi, Iim;ra<:&» &nd Saa Uidro, 

August 29lh— We despiitch lo Deputy ISlanco of Mendo*! 20ih, N. Orleans. 
pjb, Geor;;iai), Qlb. ligyptian, 2lb West Indian, and Sib. Sea Island ; also JiUlb. 
t^ Sor, Chaperouge, of Areuo (U. A.) and 25lb>la Sor. Spalding for Oorviaotei. 
,' Sept, Itt— Governor Lagrafiaof CorrienGcs, who took 50 bags from Messrs. 
Kfxr and G(iersan> buys of us 3 sKks, i ; <<>frtti i^^i* x*"'' 

Sept. Snd^-riVojcctcd QoitoD Ixwio Oorri^ntwi .i»««i(4na «-. 
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Art* L Sirery inhabitant of this prpvinee who shall plaM cotton upob Oovcm*- 
ment land shall become owner in fee and in perpeluity of socb land» includuig 
also the land necessary for h^uae, corrals, &c.* of t-h<5 cott:0.n planter* 

: Alt, 2. In order to be untitled tP. tho privilege^ i^optain^ in the preceding 
article, it shall be necessary for the cotton planter to preserve said cotton plmxk" 
' tauon in good ordter fp^* three yeai^sv ' * .^ .< * 

Art. S. Every pii'^ate estaricia, chacira or^tablii^im/^Qt dedicated excluaively 
;to*cotton pjlantiog, .«halliJbetfrtH5 frowjall imf^offt^ ta:t or dt^tyt.now e^^tabli^hed 
or hereafter to be created for the term of three years from the date of this lafTn! 

V Art4 4,.Thie £>vecu|:ive» after the passing, of this Uyt^ «haU deisignftte the 
localities referred to in said law^ ..;. . » , .♦ ,.>..;. m. ; , :* 

Art. St. Let it be published^ &c. • i > : . . 

. ; . .. V • Jose MaiRU .A<suiLAR» r 

V. .SaUi>fSe9sion8» Aifg ;^rl£Q3. . . , • 

This bill met with great opposition and was afterwards thrown ont, hut an 
iunchdment passed^^gxanttpj^ Ibe, us?^€|f i la/adi rei^t &ee |a all }retaoi|t, whQ /Will 
planteotton, so Ion:; as they continue jt8«MfeiMf|tioi^», ' . ,..:\ '\ : . • )-. 

: Septra. lWhr:^GotiQ<l«^roivdrfii^ C>|riei),tp« exempted ffoi9?(beJjiil^-tax. Mr. 
]^ytdiilt9>pne6e.if^«4l]f9 : Tfibu$u^ ^di^H-s ^wjt^ Jhv^$ s^t^s fpr 4i«\ribmian. 

Sept. 1 8th— 'Letter from the Association reporting D, Qernah^jOei^n^pofs 
/«»iiijrt«:otCftMi)nwJ*^ «^on,,wor^h 3*.^il^^^ P^ lh» . - 

Sept. 23rd — Gave some pamphlets .to SfcM^ndajs, qf^ fi^m'^^f^^ii^^J^^ 
teed givdKtfgffaplA latitat m^vinoiej foDpUf^tipg. ^ 

. . 0f1;<8|h'^Tbe FfiiE'ilHioil^luf^^.from Ifiew York, in .Monliefid^A ^i^iPK^ ^^ 
20 bags New Oi:!lean8y sent by i^eei of the Association. Wet briiig i(;^P:by 
bteamer: freight very.etpeHsiVe. ' j •■ 

Oct* 9thrrSiold Sr. Meodes ., 10 s^cks of above^. for Oorrlenteir \ 

: . Oct llth-mC^^toYi coftipanies itt /ormatioa in Enire 4lio^.4ind Cdrrjentes. 
iVbe^^miifitQrof Ih^ barque liosAri^.briags.u.sii present of 201b8. Sea Island seed 
. f«om!bi^rGrt7npr3 in:I»'i.YorpQql.: i 

Oct. 14th— Juiut-stock Companies fjr planting formed at Villat* yrqqi^m; apd 
.•Par»na>^'t^.each:Vle offer 4 donittioiiof lOOlb^. 

:r r(Ocloi6thf^FoilrtpQttbalQs<Jc!arag«A(y K^^l^t^ojo^ ' 

V 1 '^ct* 16lh->*^tton 'C>qmpaDiy of «E«^drado». Coriieiite8« . ' > 

V ; !Art. d-*^A ^ni<st(iok.iC(Hiipaii;yii0 hereifagDJfoirined^.ior tb^purposeof cahi- 
t-)Jva(}Qgacl>itOBji!ar Alur ptrtadi^£i6i^;ij)H»rfl|. ; . . j ; <> : . ; . i i ' I ; ■ ; 
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2. The capital of theenmnany is lODO fuertcs, diviJtJ into 200 shares of tlw 
*alii" of 5 silver doUar* rach. 

3. The comnany shall pnrch is-i land laitAble to ihe j;r jwth of cotion. 

4. All prolits, &c., ariaitt.,' fro.n tli3 bi*me«a shall ba di»i l.^d aaion'^'st the 
itockh»l'tfrs> 

5. At the expiration of sis years ii shall be dptermined, by ihf; majority of 
fhe Btoci.hohlTB al a general meeting.', the distributir)n of the assets. 

6. Two'tbird) of the stockholders ahall be considered as a quorum at all 
meeting-) 

7. Thp business of the company shall be managed by a board of ilirtctofd o( 
tivp, with a president to be elected nniiuuUy. 

We bare to tbnnk the jiisiicc of the peace of the Enipedrado, for bu 
praiseworthy exertions in forming this company. The nberes, we undersiaDd, 
are all taken, the land has been prcparod, and A large quantity of ftccd already 
sowti- 

Oct 23rd — Plantations at VilU Urquiia, Entrc Bios: Colonel Antelo 
3O,nf^0 hills : D. Manuel Agulla 35,0Df>. 

Oct ^."ilh — Gare Sr Poente one sack for distribution gratis at Parana. Sr. 
Calderon has planted there 1751b. seed, and we send him 301b. more, through 
CoDKiil Hnrchiason. 

Oct 27lti — Rumor of projected cotton company at Goya (never realised.) 
The Semanario continues its instruction*. 

Oct. 2'*th — Sr. Ximenei of Goya has 50 acres under cotton, in all, 

Oct. 39th — Paraguuy cotton exhibited at Standard office. Letter on cotton 
TO Enlre Rios. 

Messrs. M. U. and E. T. Mulbail. 
1)rar Sirs — I beg to acknowledge having icceivid from you one bap 
marked " C.S.A., No. 102," c-^ntaining cotion seed, for ihe purpose of sending 
the same up to the city of Parana, to be distributed tbero, ffratit, among the 
persona who posEeas land, and feel inclined to make a li ial in cultirating this 
useful plant. 

As a native of this country, I feel very grateful to you for having dcToted 
■a much of your time to awaken and foster the idea that the growth of cotton 

ill amply compensate the time and labours which persons may derote to iu 
cultivation ; and if ever cotton becomes an article of export from ibis country, 
people will be bound to acknowledge that you liive been a constsat supporter 
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of tbq idoa^-:Uay, I jiuay evenad^, tjho champion i and propagatjpr of thi», 
rvcw^ braucl;i of natiye industcy. ; Fortunately joar labours have npt h^en 
altogether in vain, ,«incft H.i?^!^ fjjct thfit/iey^l plant^^oJ^^ tay^ beey^ .njad9 ,i^, 
the provinces pf Corrientes and Entre Rios, . In the latter we knoiji^ that more 
than 160^000 plants show themselves already above the ground. This lot 
belongs. to a, company pfr^i^*<ire^ g^ijtlemep, iaqd.J^e plantatioi) has been txiade 
at Villa Urquiza, a place situated soniQ. J^ miles abovp the P^j^pa, vgpn^ t|jc 
left; bank of the magnificent river of that name, from whence the produce 
could be shipped directly to England 'if * necessary. 

Yours very truly, 

OALUStlANO PUENTE. 

Nov. I8th— yilla Urqnisa plantations, over 200,000 hilU. 

Villa Urquiza, Nov. 5, 1 863. 

on Salustiano Pdente, 

• • 

IVIy deaf t'riend, 

Knowiixg the interest you take in our proceedings, I hasten to gi^e you sbme 
information bt' diir cotton^-^taiifing^ ra thts 'disirict'i for iut' d^sii^es -hiave at 
last been realised, so far as to see alafgS ^ pl'antatidii Spfiligiiig up,* with every 

prtJilllie.' r* . I : - ' » . . \ 

The Gelaber.Cottoii Spdety, 3Mi<fi?*U -jiis Don.Maniiel ilgijHa, have devoted 
great .lab^iir and pains ta their ..efioitsyf.ihia. jmvCii prepawfg^ the > ground in 
proper time, and intersecting, it ivith furrows at stated distances, in right line. 
'Ihe seeds. were chosen qf dinerent classets and climates, as Geoi;gia, Egypt, 
^ea Islan^', and from the upper pfovincesj^ the grpater. part being of the supply 
which you forwarded to the pelegate, D." Jpse Francisco Antelo. Thanks, to 
th?8 good friencj* who pxpended some dollaj:s on a supply of seed, I was 
en abled, through his generosity, to aistribute it gratis to all applicants. For 
this purpose, besides informing^ all my acquaintances in the Colony of Villa 
Urquiza, I posted a notice on, my door to the effect. But I regret to say 
ttiat very few of the colonists have availed themselves of .thej gift, and only, a 
small lotr has. been laid down bv them. We are al^o. indebted to her Britannic 
M^lestv'a agpnt for a donaljio^ of cqtton^'seed, pf which w^ gi^ve a portion to 
a gentleman from Victoria^ who is makiujg good use of the same. 

Although the Gelaber Company planted all the land prepared, they have 
iwritteni4o Buenos Ayrea for 10 arrpbes more . of aped, to prqvide for ah emcr- 
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gency, as they fearetl at first their whole plantation waa almost destroyed by a 
plague of worms which ate the roots of the plai;t» as soon as lliey appeared 
over ground; but happily this danger has disappeared, and the da^a^e done 
is merely trifling. You may guess that we arc quite enthusiastic about coCtoa- 
planling here. 

I calculate that not less than 16 arrobei (ICO lb.) of seed have been laid 
down in this neighbourhood, a> follotrs :— 

Presented by Consul Hutchinson ... ... far. 01b. 

Forwarded by you to Sor. Antelo ... ... S ]2 

Sor, Agulla's Sea Island, Egyptian, and Georgian 2 IS 

The Gelaber Co., of various classes ... ... 3 


Total 


. ISar. 61b. 

. and a similar lot wb« 
plantations amount at 


I 


Of this quantity there are about 351b. on hand, 
given to neighbours, for experimenting, bo that < 
least to ^6a. 

The plantations cover a superficies of 40 cuadrss (ISO acres) of 100 yards 
each, or 400,000 jards in all, as follows :— 

Gelaber Company, of various classes ... ... 24 cuadra* 

Sor. Agulla, Egyptian 3, Sea Island 2, Georgian fi| 10^ „ 
The colonists, in small fjuantities ... ... ... 5i „ 

This calculation is rather under the mark than otherwise. The Gelaber 
Company have planted, at a yard apart, leaving lanes between the files of a 
yard and a half wide. Sor. Agulla has preferred to plant at a yard and a half, 
with lanea between, of two yards. On the whole, we have made a great 
eSbrt, this time, and this little place promises to become famous for cotton 
before long. 

The plants began to come over ground three days after the date of sowing, 
13th October, but some of them are alow and only appearing now. They all 
look well and healthy, although not progressing bo fast as one might hsTe 
expected. This wss probably owing to the several cold days we had last month 
and even in the beginning of this ; for the frosts have done great injury to the 
TKitatucB and pumpkins, and, strange to say, only slightly injured the cotton 
plants. 

I have some plants from Conientes seed, now budding, which will soon be 
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in flower, and I will then tend you sonfe spectmeDB to haVe them subiuitted- 
for valuation. Do noi ft-'ar 1 shall tlisapDoint yoix like last yenr, vhf-n I an- 
fortunately hired a stupid gardener to cltan the ground, and he plucked up 
all the cotton p!ant9, taking ihcm for weeds. This will not happen again. 1 
will also fend you some pods of the new pisntation when nearly ripe. What 
1 fear is, that we sh»ll not be able to fiitd handd enough to pick ihe crop, 
but then the GoveinmeDt might provide for this hy enforcing the Vaga- 
bond I aw. 

Your uincere (rienJ, 

loNACIO ClOORHAOA. 

Nor. 20 — Six cotton gins furwarded by J. Atbinson to CoqhuI Hutchinson, 
Bjaario; one giu fitted np at the Consulate. 

Nov. 22 — M. G. Mulhall starla for Corrientet, 
>■ Not. 24 — Three bales Argentine cotton cleared from Kosario for B. Ayrea. 

Nov. 25 — Don Fflix Egiizquiza preaenft 30 big* coltrm seed to the National 
Government. We present Don Esternn RanK, of Santiago del Estero. with 
two Eacks cotton eeed, 

Nov. S7 — Government sends to Corriontcp Ihe seed presented by Don F. 
Sguzrjuiza. 

Dc^c. S3 — Sr. Gimenes reports ibat the cotton pTsnts in Corrientcs are doing 
well, and that he is busy picking in some of his plantations. 

1861. January llJih — Mr. M. G. Mulhall returns from Paraguay and Cor- 
rienles 

January ISth — Samples of wild cotton, prowing most abundantly rnCorrientei 
and MiBatooes, were yesterday given to two En;;lish gentlemen who' came out in 
the packet, who promise to forward it to some cotton inrrchants In Liverpool. 
The Paraguay cotton sold in Belgium at 6 sitver reals (Md.) per lb. Letter 
from the A-SBocialiion, informing us that our seed cotton was worth only two- 
thirds what we had paid for it. 
*^ February Ist — We offer three reals (I9d.) for ginned cotton delivered here 
and half a real for seed cotton iu Corrieiitea or Enlre Rios, 

February 15lh— Mr. E. B, Neill, London Consul General for Uruguay, hag 
obtained from the Mnochester Ooti^n Supply Association a further supply of 
the fintiBt seed, consisting of one barrel each of the New Orleans and Egyptian 
descriptions. This he forwarded to Montevideo bylhc '-Ontida,' iu charge o' 
a namesake of bis, a. youn;; engineer of great ability, whom the Consul General 
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has cammissioned to exhibit and practically^ explain the as^ritfi €>f 4 new Cptton 
Gin, the invention.of Mr. Emeiyy.who has long resided in Souih Caroliua; an J . 
which is no\r being manufactured in great numbers bj Mcssri^. Burgess and 
ICey, the well-known agricultural implement makers of London^ who have added 
sqme improvements to the £mer.y Gin^ 

February 20th-^We /exhibit a wmple of the Curumba cotton. on the Bplsaji 
which' expierienced .Manche^erm^n consider lobe of fir^t rite quality. . 

The small lot of cotton which we purchased on Tuesday was grown at Curumba^ 
in the Brazilian province of Matto 'Orosso. It is ginned and in beautiful 
condition weighing '415 lbs: we will forward it baled p^r La Plata to Messrs^ 
StpUerfohti JLiverpooK. The seller onlyj expected J5, but we give him $9, 3Lrls. 
silver per arrobe : he promises us much more* Tha brig ma'le t e voyage (rom 
Curumba to this port (2,500 miles) in 54 days. The freight was very high« 4 
reals per arrobe. The pcice-we have paid i^ eqi^ivalent to ,l0.doU.;ii)i4t;, of.,^8d. 
pejrlb., more than double the value of the finest wool. It was balfd in the 'bar- 
raca' of Messrs. (Bl^ye and Ballesferoe. It is likely we shaU :^of>n receive ia;^;ge 
consignments of Corrientes cotton at the same price, 

. M«rch IstrrsJfoJsParaguay-^^Th^ J)ani«)i |)arqsuj? Candacc, (fpm New Yitrk, 
has brought nine machines, probably cotton gins^ for President Lopex. Thej 
^Q^e things .better at 4i9uaciou than, here./ . • .. . 

March 4th— Shi{)ped on board.thp Liverppol stoame^ ' La^ ]Plata/ 1. bal^ fri^ 
41,fe lb qleai^jGuiu^ba cotton. .,, ,. • . ^'. '.;:..,.-! 

March 6th — We have received a sample of this year's cotton from Cor^eote^ 
4lihajs ^.louger and stronger, staple than that pf Gurt^ba, but is pot sc^ whft9 in 
^01; . The pickiug setason now conyx^^c^^v^'^ ^^ expert ujost q£ the crop mr^l 
pass through our hands. , » 

March 8th-«*<-Sr« Xim.en.eSy of Goya, Corrientes, has called to inform us that 

ootton-picking hasbeguAon,his estanQia(Batel). The yield of &0,O0ft plants 

ought to be at least 400 arrobes — 2 i bales. We expect a srn lU lot soon from-L^ 

Pa2, and leara also that the graweifsi of Diamante purpose sending ua theii 

crop. . • 

March 13th--«'>|r. Rams informs us that our cotton seed haabeen aU planted 
in Santiago del Esterp^ au4 come up beautifully, and that considerablo attention 
is now heing paid to{qotto^ gifOwing in every part of the interior. 
^ March 20th — M^rs» Duguid and Co., of this city,.oflfer 1 real (6d,) per lb. 
fprAlotof 26»9O9:tee§04c^t(fOft;5it^^eUai, VjifaaCoaientes.. . . ;-. 


A TOUll THROUGH THE 


COTTOxN-FIELDS 

OF 

PARMUAy AND CORRIOTFJ 


DEPARTdKE PRO'd BVEIIOS AVRES. 


On biddin;; adieu, last Sunilay, lo 
I'nos^ friends «vlio Ciime to see ine ofl', I 
could not help rem em be ring thai this 
was my first separation from C Ayrcs, 
after a happy acquaintt>uce of Bve years 
devoted to almost incessant and an^ioUB 
labor. While animated with brilliant 
hopes of findinif the Standard 'idea' of 
cotton partially reulised; I lelt that my 
vacation would not be lost time, and if 
the journey was fntigning lo the body 
it gave me at Icnst a relaxation of miod 
highly grateful. Among those on board 
the Pavon were Bnion Maua and thr 
Baroness, the Minister of Worship. 
Deputies Cabra) of Corripnies, Z.ivalm 
oi Cordoba.and Gomey. of fianjuan; ihe 
king of highways, M. Sauzc; Mi- Mac- 
^inlavi jun,; four Swiss imnii,^ rants, 
and about fifty other pas^en^cru. M 
Esteban llams, who had accomprinied 
Baron Mauii on board, spoke to inc, 
with fervent interest, of the oljcciol 
my mission, adding that he was nboul 
to start again for the Saludo, and re- 
questiug two sacks of seed for distri 
bution among the nalircs, which my 
brother hereupon promistd him gratis; 
Baron Mnua aUo withed me ever} 
success. 

Ll'he day being remarkably fine, we 
t. i 


ijoyed the panorama of the city re 
■iling fast from sight, which few o* 
my readers have not already admired' 
Passing the gun-boat Doioreil and the 
Mersey packet, a patting salute from 
the surgeon of the former and somv 
era of the latter seemed like a last 
good-bye; andaswc plunged out upon 
the ample bosom of l^a Plata, the 
wooded coasts of Palermo and pretty 
cottages of the 'barranca' formed a 
pleasing frin:re to lbs horizon. But 1 
must Roumitale Mr- Sastrc by dilating 
on the Tempe Argeiitino, as he calls the 
Archipi-liigo ot the Parana. Suffice it 
to say thai we came by the Boca de las 
Pulm:<s, leaving Dr- Costa at hii 
t'fiiancia, 'X.a Campana' where the 
National Rag was hoisted in compliment 
tn his Excellency. There were no 
p.isfcengtrrs lor Zarate or Baradero, but 
we Hopped at San Pedro to land the 
Swiss colonists, two very neat cletinlT- 
iooking couples, whose luggage was 
marked ' Bale — Havie — Plata' as if 
ihey had taken a through ticket to 
Bu't'no» Ayres : they had several large 
(busts and Ane enormous box. which I 
fpared would capsize the frail en ft, but 
ihey landed safely. At Kiucon <le las 
Hermanas we landed some first class 
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Rambouillet rams for Sor. Llavallol's 
estancia. At San Nicolas, besides seve- 
ral passenijerd, we sent ashore another 
enormous box, which proved to be the 
iron safe of the new branch bank to be 
opened there. I regret to add, by way 
of explanation, that it is only a ^ paper 
baMk, not being of th6 Maua or Rirer 
Plate Companies, but a ' sprout of ttie 
Upas tree of 34 Calle San iMartin, 
nick-named Casa de Vloneda, by that 
figure of speech" Lucus a non lucendo." 
Moonlight in the Parana is certainly 
beautiful, quite equal to the Coiosseuni 
or Melrose abbey (although I haven't 
seen the latter) for we are told these 
venerable ruins never appear to such 
advantage, as when the moss-covered 
arch and crumbling pile are lighted by 
Dian's silvery bow. But the pleasure 
is enhanced when you have some char- 
ming damsels near, who lend the m^gic 
of song to the romance of the scene. A 
yoxinfr lady from Cordobri with the aid 
of a Harmonium sang some sweet airs of 
her native hills, and Dr. Zavalia, by 
way of compliment to me, played the 
Last rose of Summer, and other Irish, 
and English ballads, with a taste which 
must have made the Glee Club jcftilous, 
had they heard the echoes of La l^la*a 
wafting our national hymns through 
these juni»le5, where tigers make their 
lairs unmolested. I know not how it 
is, but even the natives suspect me to 
have musical ^'proclivities" an 1 I was 
forced to J^ing II Balcn, Kathleen Ma- 
vourneen, and Partant pour la Syric, 
Bat even glancinir moon-Ucamjs, bright 
eyes, and soft Castilian must submit to 
the drowsy god, and I turned in. f.ftcr 
85 pleasant a ni^ht as 1 have (almo:>tj 
ever spent. 

The accommodations of the PaVon are 
excellent, the table covild not be belter, 
and the river being calm, it is difficult 
to fancy a pleasanter tiip for a hoi-ey 
moon, or runaway debtor, than under,' 


Captain Price's attentive care- I au\ 
very «:lad to have found Deputy Cabral 
among the passeuizers, as he has given 
me some insight into the Promised Land 
and is rejoiced at the circumstances of 
my tour of inspection. Dr Zivali* is, 
however, a still more agreeable com- 
paniuD ; he speaks English well, and is 
a young man (only 25 years) of ^ood 
education, as are most of the Cordohevo 
lawyers. 

In conversation with Bnron Haua, 
bis excellency gave me oome interest- 
ing details-of the rapid proi^ress of Bra- 
zil wiihiii a few years, dwelling with 
htonest pride on the fact that the new 
loan was taken up at London uithin 4 
hours, and even a surplus olfered, not- 
withstanding the preisent interruption 
of diplomatic relations. Ihe Uaron 
spie'akti English perfectly, and impresje* 
youat ODco with the idea that he is a 
rare combination of the gentleman, mi - 
llionaireand statesman. 

Mr. Mackuilay, who he e just return* 
td from Paraguay is bound for Salta, 
undertaking thia awlul journey alone ; 
he took his <;arriage with him, in tiie 
steamer, and protefeses no fear of the 
indians. 

'We had a clergyman on bourd who 
uftfortuuately was sick all the way, 
alsolX Adolfa MnncilLi, and Captain 
Bruce and his amiable family. But 
Messrs Cabral accl SpaUling are the 
only companions I &\\M have to Corri- 
e:Ucs, unless some others embark at 
this port. As I am now going to see 
Consul ilutchinson and the Cordoba 
railway, I must postpone an account of 
wli^L Al. C.ibral tells meabciut Corricn* 
tos until the Esmeralda i:i about to sail, 
*'aguas arriba/' 

Senator Gomc:« is an old man, only 
remarkable for having been Governor 
of JSau Juan, when the unfortunate 
General Bcnavides was murdered in 
prison. 


— 47 — 


AKIUVAL. AT ROSA;illf>« 

Nov, 2 J, ISfi'?. 

I have been much and agn cably r'ls- 
appointed with Kosario : instead of a 
ttragglinjr o/er-growii village, I have 
found a very well built town, covtring, 
over 150 cuadras, and not at all so dull 
PS I was led tQt believe. '1 he * bar 


and its warehouses, a good market and 
Hospital, and, at some distance from 
the town, two cemeteries, one for Roman 
Catholics and the other for dissenter?, 
two com ir.illa, one moved by steam and 
the other by water, and three saladeros. 
** The census of 1858 gave it a popu- 
lation of i:],82ti souls. As late as 1 852, 


rjinca,' being ccnrly K [ret hi^^h, and j i^ ^^''^ ^ miserable hamlet almost wholly 
allowing no view from the river, I composed of mud huts, not containing 
had no idea of the place, iiniil reaching 


the Calle Puerto. The plaza, enure 
custom house, theatric, and other public 
buildings are very fair, but the market 
place ic5 far superior to anything in 
Buenes Ayres. Son:e time since the; 
rats were so numerous, that all the 
pavement had to be pulled up and the 
vermin killed by scores. 

Kosaiio hardly needs description, 
bring so well known to BuenosiAyrean 
folk ; but, for the benefit of my foreign 
readers I extract the following from the 
Handbook of the lie- Plate : 

'* The city of l{osario,in the Province 
ofSta. Fe, was. founded in the year 
J 725, by Doa Francisrto Godoy. In 
17') I a parish was forine<l of the tovrn 
and its confines, the first director being 
Presbyter Ambrosio Alzogaray. 

** It is capital of the Department of 
the same name, and fiituated on the 
AV^estern Bank of the River Par ma, in 
Lat:32f 56' 30* South, and Lorn;: 
(3v) p ;dO- i;0* West, Paris meridian. Its 
elevation is 65 fett above ihe level of 
the lliver Plate ; it is about S7 leagues 
South of Santa Fc and 
North-west of Buenos Ayres. 

*' Its houses number i850, of which 
25 are btoried, 6 50 with flat roofs and 
the rest are of straw : they are all of 
modern construction, the streets are 
exceedingly clean and have excellent 
side walk^'. In public buildings it pos- 
se£:ses one parish church, three small 
chapels, one municipal house^ one thea- 
tre, one public gardcc, ^ qustom. house 
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leagues 


more than from 1,500 to 2,000 inhabi- 
tanti--. U is divided into six sections, at 
the head of each of which is a justice of 
peace aud an Alcalde. 

'* Although the custom-house was 
not erected until 1854, its rents pror 
gressively increased from £68,132 in 
tibat year to £172, 1 35., in I860, Its im- 
portdcce as a river port for the interior 
provinces may be estimated from the 
fact that du^iag six months of 185*;, 
there were transported from it to the 
interior provinces 4^428 toijis of Euro- 
pean merchandize, and there passed 
through it from these provinces 4,^15 
tons of native produce,. 
; *^ Iiosi;i'io was created a municipality 
iby decifee of the provincial governmeni; 
!of Sta. Fe, 5th January, 1860, the cere- 
mony of ii;istallation having been accom- 
plished oa Feb. 12th in the same year* 

** The tribunal of commerce wa3 es. 
tablished in 1855, was reformed in tho 
early part of 1859, so as to be composed 
solely of natives, and was again remc 
delled on the 12th July 1862. ' 

In looking for ttie Ferro Carril of- 
fice I chanced to enter a btore and in- 
quire the way, when an unknown gen-, 
tlcman advanced to shake hands with 
me,and introduced me to ihose present, 
telling th^mthat I was a public bene- 
factor, a friend of Cotton. Air. Per-, 
kins was not at home, so I proceeded 
to the Dtitish Consulate and found 
Mr. Hutchinsofi overjoyed to see me. 
He had just received a letter from hor 
CalderpA of P«^rana begging for anoth^cv. 


sack of cotton seed, which I will leave 
for him en passant, care of Mr. Miers. 
That planiiilion had suffered heavily 
from a worm which attacked theyoiina 
plants, but the planters have not loil 
heart. Consul Hutchinson explained 
to me an error into which I hid frtlleii 
hysupposins; that his reply to Lord 
Kussell giving Nil as the cjiion re- 
turns for his contuUr district, inciuded 
the provinces of Entre-Kioa and Cor 
rienles.whenin rcahtjr it embraeci only 
Sla. Fe. I never meant to doubt that 
he was among the foremost Gossypi 
anites of the It. Plate, hat I ihoiight his 
and Consul Parish'^ reports incorrect 
and discouraging, when they were true, 
being limited to the provinces on either 
side of Arroyo Medio. 

Mr. Hutchinson's six gins just im- 
ported are very fine instruments, about 
half tho size of those received bv the 
Stand'xrd office. The price, 6 dou. 
bloons each, is »o reasonable that I ex- 
pect to dispose of them for him. before 
my return. He has also two very 
email hand-gins, one saw, the other rol- 
ler, much cheaper. He informs me 
there is no exaggeration in the sloiy 
of 200.000 plants laid down at Villa 
Urquiza, as the colonists eagerly accep- 
ted his suggestion to make a good ti lul. 
I am aUo told that the cotton-fields of 
Diamante are doing well and of late 
greatly increasing. The colonies how 
cver.ofSta Fe ha?e only made nominai 
experiments. 

Deputy Zavalia expresses his desire 
to try cotton planting in the N. W' 
part of Cordoba. He says there an 
several Sue valleys near the frontier of 
Rioja excellently adapted for this ind 
try : he assures me that all the local 
authorities have zenlously carried oat 
the wishes of the Nat. Government, by 
causing experiments ts be made in va. 
rions parts. 

Peputy Cabral gtves me a most fiat- 


ig deseripti.m ofthe prand planta- 
J made this year in the province uf 
Corrientcs. One gentleinan has laid 
lown 14 ciiadras (61) acres) and over 
(ighty ficks of sec. I have been distri- 
buted or phnted under the immediHte 
(lirL'ction of that worthy man . (Jovernor 
' igrafla. At Bella Visia. I undersLmrl 
qood deal has been planied, but I 
intend proceeding direct to the capital 
with my letters to th*; Governor, as 
there are no diligences, and I cannot 
travel ia the interior without some con- 
fidentiaTguide, whom H. K. -nay fur- 
nish me with, I rpgiet being nnable 
to c:i11 at Sor Ximcncs' estanein on the 
rival Batcl. 12 leiguesfrom Goya, but 
it is BO out of the way that I could not 
re.ich it without much trouble and de- 
lay. In the north, on the banks of the 
Parana facing Paraguay there are more 
important plantations to claim my notice. 
I am told the interior of the country is 
a paradise, beautifully interspersed 
with groves of orange and lemon, ftnd 
eminently agricultural. But I must 
noti:.aticipate. I expect to be able to 
go on to Paraguay in the second week 
of December, 

The weather has been very hot, the 
glass shewini; in the shade 62 Fahr , 
the nights however are cool or even 
chilly. We met 16 sailing crafts going 
down the river, some laden with pro- 
duce, others apparently coming front 
Paraguay. 

The Hon Mr, Washburne is expected 
from Asuncion by next steamer. Mr. 
Mackinlay leaves this Sot Cordoba to- 
day or to^morroir. There are not ma- 
ny visiters here at present, I resret 
that I was unible to vie* the Cordoba 
railway works, which 1 must do in my 
return, hut I regret still more to learn 
that the 'terra-plea' is not continued, 
and the only ^gn of works is a gang 
40 or 50 men employed in making 
new road whereon to land the railvw 
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materials, soon'expectud to arrive. The 
Hotel de Commerce has a first-rate 
cuisine\ and my cxpsrimeuts in gastro- 
nomy convinced me that they under* 
stand the science thoroughly: all the 
choice spirits of Hosario meet'there and 
I was heartily greeted by some members 
of the Cock-taU Club as soon as ittrans> 
pired that I had arrived. Their meet* 
ing takes pUce to*night but I cannot 
accept the invitation, for the Esmeralda 
is getting up steanv aid the whistle 
savs *'Excelsior<" 


Paramt • 
I left Kosario, yesterday at *2pi/4».) 
on board the 'Esmeralda.' The finish 
and arran^enlerits of thki-steamCT are 
first -rate and the state cabxn,5s fittefd^np 
like a • drawings oomj oecnpyjng tb^ 
whole fore-part of the vessel,' with 
ioTcIy boudoirsfor ladies, aniitxceHent 
ventilation. ^ ;.! i^i.i.^r 

Oft leaving Uosario^ the* '^ikt thing 
which 'calfe!<l attentiorl wasMr; Wboflf 
Wright's mole for landing iftfefcerfefe'^oi- 
the Cordoba rtfihray > the^ hive <cat 
away the' /bftrranea' and "6l«ttto*)two<)df 
cu mass projecting into the river •niid 
almost finished : we could sec the^ men 
at work. We next passed Urquiza's 
Faladcro. a Ydrv fine construction, but 
not at present in action ; a short dis- 
tance higher up wc saw another, also 
idle. The Purana is here verv wide, at 
least 2< W yards, and the current run- 
ning o miles an hour, the water being 
very deep in the channels. At sunset 
wc noted the clouds looked murkv, and 
we expected a storm. I he islands on 
all sides are low and slightly wooded, 
and we could se« the mainland on either 
side. • 

This morning the scenery was much 
prettier, but as it was raining heavily 
wecouldnot so much enjoy it. Most of 
us were up before sunrise^ although wu 


had not retired till after mid night, hav- 
ing entered into a long discussion abou t 
European , politics and miscellaneous 
subjects. The sherry was. first-rate, ^I- 
do not know .whether the speeches were, 
so. The want of music was thus supr 
plied, but we had an Italian organ-grin- 
der on bocird, who refused to play, be-, 
ing a victim to dyspepsia* 
. Ab3uk six leagues above Rosario we 
sight the edifice of San Lorenzo, with 
ir* tapaifing. boHr y and large convent .. 
This'was; erected by lh,5 Franciscan 
missionaries, years goneby^ with, the 
ipmbafade.view of forming a ntvcleus of 
^oiviltsatibn on the frontier of the Indian 
territory, and it is excellently adapted 
fojf a river pdrti fasiving ra small fcove 
hflrri by* Biit the emblesm of religion 
*is Abandoned, in midst o^ a waste,-fa]iKl 
» iC seems a few'f liars are. the dnly re«- 

1d«ato^o£the place. Even these; were 
/ditnost induced to run away, by Oonsnl 
^Hutchinsdas riemark to the prior, 'tfant 
it would make a firstlrate cotton-mill.^ 
The cove alluded to, was the scene of 
iM«^^»«#'*ru4ile^ for Soutfc ArteHcdn 
ifHileir^ndencelr GeiiPeral Sa^ Martin 
.^bHIO^ here attacked » Spanish forfe 
^klcb attempted ta knd, defeating 
them with a handful -of cavalry. ; 

The high land on our left soon merges 
into a network of islands, the deibp 
water channel skirting along the oppo, 
site coast, which pjresents a nmnber of 
inletSjthrough which we get glimpses of 
wood and dale, perfectly charming, in 
contrast with the sloping * barrancas ' 
of sand-stone or tosca. The soil of 
these, t^enerally presents to the eye. a 
superficies of luxuriant grassier. ttiick 
shrubbery, aqd- casually a grove of 
trees, resembling the olive, at a distant 
yiest;, The'Seotion made in succesbive 
a<?e8, by thfe river, shows a conjunction 
of geologicalstra:xi,unfortunately beyond 
my ken. • A thick, loamy, dark soil, of 
six or eight feet, covers a layer of sand, 
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■ beneath which latter, the hard toaca ,ivhic)i Kosaiia st-mils the coast ofEi.tro 

■ Mtetchf « down to the watrr'» edge, the , Rias is not visible, whileth.it of S*"! 
base be! Q(: lined or JDlerapersed with Fe araduallv dcilines InwariU the wnle 

I I sand heaps, fragments of boulders, or Ifvci. H< re and there it stray raiiuli 
I tranksof uprouted trees, thrown as a I indicates that pastoral avociitions ar 
tributeto the Parana, by the genius of [not quite abandoned in a provinc 
winds and waters. which has been reduced almost ti< ilei 

The Bpproarh to Parana, is highly litution. by beion the ihratrc of s 
picturesque, towering bluffs of red und many wars. At tim 


L 


atone, here and there reiieTed by a wild 

I furie of deep green, the eSect being 
highly pleasing to the eye. There are 

■ lereral lime kilns along the Entre Rian 
coast, aa the sand bete makes excellent 

• lime: it lonkalike 'toscn' and the lime 
appears of the best quality, iti anowy 

' heaps studding the beach. 

I saw a Urge English vessel appa- 
rently rectiving cargo and some otherj 
at smajler Biie anchored about a mile 
below Parana, also two hulks used for 
coal deposits. The town of Paxatm U 
not viBililc from the landing place, and 
we cannot get abreast of the town owing 
to the banks and low water. 

SCE.'VEBT OP THE PARAKA. 

The &ntbor<kf tite "Tempe Argen— 
lino" should, in my oinnioa, astc 
ascended this majestic rirer a little 
further ere be sent bis , sheets to press, 

• for instead of subaqueous kitchen gar- 
dens and pictures(}ue swamps, bis 
genius must have expanded into an 

> admiration of the sublime and varied 
' perspeccire, which increases in beauty 
' as we approach the fount from which 
Nature's bounteous baud bade this 
river gusb forth at ihn epoch of Crea- 
tion. 

As only a comparatively small num 
bet of my leadeis has passed Kosario, 

I I sm almoit surprised they should be 
-BO lavish in their praises of the charms 

of this river scenery, and I would fatn 

depict in woids my impreesiocs of the 

upper ParRnu, as tar OS 1 have yet seen. 

When we lose sight of the bluff 


imall group of horses or horneil cattle, 
which have made iheir way down imc 
of the fissures caimtd by rains or iniin. 
dation, to drink (lie mellifluous water 
which for the first time I have leainiM 
to appreciate for it^ grateful and ^alu 
brious qualities. Hefori; long, rhe i, 
hinds on our right wit! have disap]ie;irr( 
id the continuous line of a hold loaoi 
barrier, on either side, shews that tl 
current here was uninterrupted, aii 
consequently ran with trcinriidoi 
forre. 

Our gallsnt vessel propelled by on' 
thirty horsepower, cleaves the impe 
tuoua downward current H tbc rate ■ 
seven miles per hour, and as we tbrea- 
way t^irougb the inirio^icies of tb- 
invisible ebanncl, the Esmeralda seem 
to enrvet capriciously over the glass 
bosom, which extends b mde on eithe 
side. The sun goes down, and streak 
of red purple cover llie sky castin; 
[heir reflection upon the water and sur 
roundiug objects. A profound silenc 
reigns, disturbed only by tbe measurei 
bent of the propeller, and au indescri 
bable feeling of gloom or loneliness 
seizes your senses. The moon is up, 
and in spite of a dark cloud looming 
ahead, the queen of night proclaims 
her sway over the horizon, 

As there are no mosquitoes, I could 
pass the whole night on deck, as 1 once 
did on the Mediterranean, star-gazing 
until day-break, admiring the thousand 
beauties of a mid'sumnier-moon-lighi 
ao calculated to awakra in us thoughts 
" Of youth and home,Rnd that dear timci' 


TI|£ EtTRC RIAl CQA8T. 

On artiving at Parana ycaterdiiy 
corning;, our cteanur was bonl'tled by 
ihe agiin, Mr. i.oren20 Myeri, a »(.'te- 
ran Iriiihmaii of 73 siinimtT:*, reMdenl 
ill this country since the year ot' iiidt- 
{ien(l('nue(l8]f)). lie is a hale old mar, 
^^emil1gly no more ihaii 'M) years, and 
j.^ repiiteii the nostactivc individual in 
the lown or proviuce He remember' 
when the blocks aHJoiiiin>; ?an Miguel 
in Buenos Ayrea were lencod in with 
jihie trees (lurins), and has Leen an eye- 
witness of the iiumberlfBs vicissitudeE 
ol' the republic during the last halt 
century. 

We had not much cargo for Parana 
l)Ut Booic passengers, of whum was 8or. 
Pondal, U'ho»e name was idcntilied 
with the bonds of the late National Go- 
vernment, and who ia now malting a 
tour of in-.ppttion of ihe varions Cus- 
tom houses, lor he holds a fiscal ap- 
pointment at Buenos Ayres, There 
nas also an Italian gentleman, going 
to Sta. Fi<, and onr little group felt the 
lossof two euoh ptensnnl companions. 
The steamer which used to ply across 
tlie ParaiitL h^s been stopped, and pas- 
sengers aiu oblij^fd to confide them- 
' selves to little sailing-boats. A num- 
ber ol' islands intervene, completely 
shuttingout all view oi the time honor- 
ed city of Siu. i'V, remarkable for its 
churches, its gradual and prouressin^j 
destruction by thr current of the river, 
and its pro.timity to the Gran Chaco 
and Rio Salado. 

D. Fascual Rosas, ex-Governor of 
Stu.Fe, came on board, but, as I wai 
writing to my cottun-lriend, Sor, Cal 
deroD, and to the ' Standard.' I had 
not time to take any notice of him I 
*>ent Calderon six pamphlets, and pro- 
mised to leave the sauk of seed by the 
return voyage af the Dsmeralda. We 
left Parana at lU a.m., being lorced \o 


c a circuit of about two miles, to 

avoid the bank which has already al- 

ost closed up that povf. 

Viewed from the opposite side, pj- 

Lna presents a respectable appearance, 

standing on an eminence of about 200 

feet, which slopes down in front In 

the crowd of whito-washed buildings 

we distinguish the Church of San Mi- 

l, situate in the Plasa, and rhe top of 

thei" in the outskirts, nearly finish ■ 

eiJ. On a clear day the turrets of Sta. 

Ke may be descried from hence. I do 

not know how many I.-agnes it is d'u- 

tant. 

The river noiv wttlwa the banks of 
Entre Itios, and on our ri'^ht is ti vast 
archipelago, on whose islands there is 
liltle timber, but a strong lusuriant 
grass, which is sM in Parana for fod- 
Tliere is a marked improvoment 
in ihc scenery : aund a succession of 
gentle undulations on the right, the eye 
wanders over a rich champaign coun- 
try, nrescnling much the iriea ef an 
Bn^il|k pwlt or demesne- Groups uf 
noble trees, like oaks, break the surface 
of a verdant vegetation, and Nature hu~ 
lutdone the fancy work of a landscape 
[iirdener in the lich Viirtatiou ot tints 
nd foliage, the graceful outlines of hill 
nd vale, tiie stately I'ormx of pine and 
Igarroba, wliith every moment present 
beirselvtB. The absence of habita- 
tions suggests ii gloomy rcllection to 
ibe economist.bat the lover of rumance 
and Nature finds the scene thus en- 
hanced. 

Five leagues from Parana we sight 
a cluster of r^nchos, called "The 
Spaniard's," the O't'nersof which usually 
hoist their llag to salute vessels passing 
by. Behind this little settlement, wbicU 
is occupied in cutting timber, is the 
famous colony of Villa Urquixa, of 
whose cotton fields I have already 
spokeii, A little, further we m?et 


^■^ 


^bi- 


fefeVcfai tdats rfodsing dvef id Santa Fe, 
one of them taking in tow a horse, 
whose head alone is visible. These 
animals swim much better than in 
Europe, and it will be remembered that 
Urquiza has se.yeral times passed at the 
Diamante ah army of cavalry, for which 
Hannibal vrduld have required rafts or 
bridges. . . ' 

As vre passed; Diamante at midnight 
(24th) I had,»o opportunity of seeing 
the locality.^ but* am told that the phice 
is iiow deserted^ the la^t inhabitant, an 
Italian pulpero/ having carried atvay 
last week, in a cart, all his ' penatea' and 
bacchanalian . appendages. There are 
several azotea hqi^ses abandoned to the 
dwh and bisaachos. 

Two hours* sail beyond Villa Urquiza 
brings us to a place called Conchillas, 
where "We .perceive an estan^ia house 
almost surrounded by trees. . Next 
appears a lonely, hut commanding a 
grand view from the barranca, and tue 
adjuncts of a cattle coral and small port 
show that animals are h^ fi^. ^ojt^irked 
for the aaladeros. 

I had forgotten to m.eijtifli{^^tJm5 splen- 
did establishment of Messrs. Senorans, 
a little above Parana, remarkable for ith 
great steam-power. There is not, how- 
ever, much sign of activity, and I learn 
that the house made a bad speculation, 
buying horses in Corrientcs, whicli 
although cheaper caused a los§» yiehiinsr 
in proportion, to those of E. Kio* as 16 
to 35. , 

At Cerrito is the fine estancia of un 
Englishman, Mr. Henry Vidal, who 
lives here ahirast shut out from the n ti 
of the world * ditisus orbe Bn'fannicus,^ 
Some of the family ran out to look at 
us, as if cheered by the rfght of the 
Union Jack, which floateu astern. Hpvo 
it was that during the campaign of Paz 
and Lavalle against Rosas, the Corrcn- 
tine army under General Ferr^ (now 
Senator to Congress) abandoned' the 


libefating cause, and retufiied by land 
to Corrientes, owing to local dissensions 
in that province. 

The cliffs again approach the water, 
but instead of sand or tosca, we have 
argillaceous deposits, of red and purple 
colors, which are said to.< be ver.v valu 
able for dyes, although not turned to 
use, as no one seems to interest him- 
self in the speculation. Happily there 
is no jealous guaidian of wood^ apd 
forests, and several small skiffs in yonder 
island are loading timber, which is had 
for the cutting. These wQod*catt^/8 
are Italians, who trade with Buenos 
Ayres, and tne Genoese may be said 
to monopolize the small tratfic of this 
river. 

The river now breaks into a variety 
of channels, and the pilot has to take 
soundings, for the water is so low that 
our captain thinks tiie l^araguay'steanier 
must have grounded, as she has not yet 
passed, although she ought to be in 13s. 
As. on tO'dav. Wc cannot seethe Gran 
C!haco>froin which we arc separated by 
numerous islands, teeming with' tigers 
and bimall crocodiles 5 the latter uie 
called * ciyman/ and rescihble what 
naturalists term the iguana. 

Th® weather was very hot all day, 
notwithslandini^ t^ome showers in the 
morning, and the thermometer (we have 
none on board) ranged 1 should suppose 
at 90 to 95 Fahr. At sunset a heavy 
stnrm was brewing ahead of us, but 
when the moon rose iu cleared off, and 
the night was fine and slightly sultry. 

When 1 wrote my hut letter (11 p.m.) 
«c were within a iew leat^iies oi-La Paz, 
and 1 lay down so heavily oppressed 
with sleep that ihe whistle of the 
stt'itmer on arriving there (.'» a.m ) did 
not awaken m?. I felt some one tap- 
.pinT; mc en the shoulder, and got up, 
half sti:pofied,to shake hands with Mr. 
Green way. whb had come on board for 
his newspapers. We wei e equally glad 
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to see each other, and in his eagerness 
to find me he had roused up all the 
passengers by mistake, including Sor. 
Oabral, Mr. Spalding, aid the other 
six. Mr- G. looked stronj]^ and hearty, 
but somewhat older, and keeps up his 
spirits wonderfully in this out-of-the- 
way place. He says. the 20,0C0 cotton- 
plants laid down have all failed, beingc 
burned up by the heat, after they had 
attained some height above ground. 

By the moonlight I could only dis- 
tinguish a white-washed house, but was 
told thiit the strai^j^lins? hamlet was fur- 
ther inward. 


ISI^AMOS or THE GflATI 
CH ICO. 

Times have changed wonderfully 
since twenty years ago, when the voy- 
age from b. Ayres to Paraguay occu- 
pied half a year. In those dayi the 
timid navigators of the Parana crept 
lazily along the banks, sounding ihe 
current at every step, sheltering them- 
selves under the barrancas when the 
least symptoms of bad weather appear- 
ed, and never trusting themselves, even 
under the most experienced pilot, to 
♦he perils of navigation by night, 
Hence the remark of an indigenous 
lady, that 'she supposed the Kngli^h 
packet, in its trip to Europe, always 
made fast to the trees at night time.** 
The Italians first introduced a salutary 
change, making two or three trips 
annually, and the enterprise of the 
Paraguay government soon created a 
fleet of steamers which reduced the 
voyage to a few days Still the wind 
ings of the 'river, frequency cl sand- 
banks, and force of the current, call for 
the most constant attention, and {^oing 
'* aguas arriba," is rather tedious for 
those who are not admirers of the beau- 
tiful and picturesque* 


Tradition says that the first Spanish 
expedition to Paraguay parsed more 
than twelve mopths in exploring the 
Ions: and tortuous course of the Parana, 
for although the direct distance is only 
120^ miles, the way is rendei:ed almost 
double as long by the necessity of cross- 
ins; and re*cro8sing from one bank to 
the other. Certainly the adventurous 
settlers of the ICVth century were men 
of surpassing energy, dauntless deter- 
mination, and untiring perseverance; 
It is impossible for us to form an idea 
of the hardships and dangers they must 
have gone through, penetrating, in 
those frail barks, to the very centre of 
the continent, to establish a future 
metropolis amid the pathless woods anil 
virgin wilds of an unknown country. 
Such as they then looked upon these 
cliffs and islands they are to day, for 
Nature,in her simplest and rudest garb,; 
stil! holds undisputed sway in these 
t^ilcnt and melancholy regions. For 
thousands of ages this mighty river hat? 
flowed on to the sea, and yet it is exactly 
the same as when first Creation dawn • 
cd upon the universe. '1 he arts or 
science cf man are nowhere visible,, 
for hundreds of miles, and th^ various 
layers of soil forming th6 islands only 
shew that during numberless genera- 
tions the stream has continued to carry 
down its deposits till they have almost 
imperceptibly risen above the surround- 
ing flood, decked out in all the charniij 
of tropical Nature with trers of various 
kinds, most of them probably yet un- 
known to botanists* 

A thick jungle of marshy grass and 
entangled underwood, A\hich almost 
defies the entrance of man, pffbrds a 
secure and favourite asylum for tigers, 
serpents,and alligators, except when the 
current rises to the tops of the trees^ 
and a broad sheet of water stretches 
from either mainland to the opposite 
side. Theti may be seen the tiaers 
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dwimminp acroBs, witli powerful Ktrol;es, 
perfectly heedless of, (inrl unmoved by, 
the rapid whirlpools. In fiinny plarcc 
ihe casual groupings of foliage, broken 
liere and there by lovely rivulets M'hich 
Ipmpt you to follow llicir mysteriaus 
recesses, present a picture euth as >a\- 
vator Hosa or Claude I.orrain never 
saw even infancy. It isapiiy to think 
that these islands are never to be turned 
to any puipoeeor defended against ihe 
torrent, for the soil ia so loose that it 
will hold no structure. The river has 
in some places retreated considerably 
there are persons still Uvinj; in Kosarii 
who remember when it washed the foot 
of tlie barranca ; and the custom-house 
liuiltonihe strnnd fell down, a short 
lime ^ince, for the reason above stated. 
The bed of the stream ha? also changed 
often, and some towns erected on 
banks are now almost inaccessible, 
many islands intervene. 

Leaving La P.iz, we have the s 
general features already described. For 
some distance the river sprcai's out lo 
an amazing width, the conft being on 
each side very low, and lined wilh 
limber. It partly reminded me of ihi 
Saone (bstween Chalujis and Lyons), 
which t once uesccnded during a he jivy 
Hood. I pictured lo myself wimt 
American genius and enli-r|(rise would 
have made of this splendid watercourse, 
iit surpassing the Alis^i^sippi in gran- 
deur or expanse. 1 forC'jHw visions of 
vessels laden with anowy cottcn, and 
bearing i he fruits of Argentine industry 
to (he maris of the world's commetcc ; 
instead of idly wasting ihe great ix- 
sources placed hy Providence at on 
disposal. What a glorious future of 
ivealth, national 1,'grealness, and a 
position among civUiacd natior^, if 1 
(.ould only make the lazy people believe 
me lliat labour t-ignifies prosperity. I 
leU the leal of a Francis X.ivicr, in 
going forth tc cAavert (he denizens of 


these wilds to a d'j;;iua aa impoditntltf * 

iaduslriai world as ttie Qespcl »->■ 
to Christinnity. The; .TesuitH conqueivd 
not the savage Ulssions wi:li spear and 
ar<lut'bu6S, hut with the embleniB of 
religion. I earn-; not as a political 
ndvenlurer to traffic on men 'a credulity, 
but as a diplomatist of cotton, witU 
pamphlcla for my credential*, and some 
bags of seed foriimmiiniticn. 

About 25 leajiues above La Paz, we 
caim; to the mouth of the Arroyo l-ji- 
pinillo, which is the frontier line hty 
iween Entre Riosand Corrientes, Oil 
Captain Page's map it is marked Sa- 
randi, or Gnnyqiiiraro, which ialln 
intr> the former : it is not navigable. 
Here we met some schooners of" 
I5'l lonf, laden wifh hides and to- 
bacco, the latter formini; the upper 
part of the carpa or u hat ihc sailors 
term ' troJH.' It is not clear whether 
they are coming from Paraguay or 
Corrientes: one is uair.cd 'Magdalena.' 

Again there is a number tif these 
delightful island?;, reveliing in all the 
beauty of iropicid vegetation, with 
palmetto trees, and a plant bearing 
golden leaves, ciisiiy uiistalfen for 
oranges. As we glide between the 
banln iif these enibnwereJ garde] 
washed by the limpid Hood, i ihii^ 
Moore's celebrated song- — 

ca : tid wc Efini' brltjLt illlli? ule of OIU 

Or of the etiiially chaiming 
the same Irish baid— 


Verily, St. Anthony would hi 
changed Egypt for this lovely tpot of 
retirement so suited for a hcnnitage 
(provided it was-loiv water.) But what 
do Isee? lo ! on 'he margin of the 
Gran Cbacho, In yonder island, are 
two huts of paltu treesj scarce turf 
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rnongh to hold a man at full length. 
It is the abode of some liaiiag wood- 
cutlers, undeterrvd hy the tigers, 
M'hich swarm hereabout, or the dis 
tance from any trace of human life. 
Higher up is the little skiff pushing 
along under the trees, for the heal 
is excesiiive, at least 100 in the 
ehade. 'J'hr.re are three men, two 
of whom are evifiently Creoles : the 
other, I thought, wore a Crimean 
.»»hirt, but it is his tawny skin, foij he is 
a tame Indian. The savages^ of the 
Chaco never come down here, as they 
have plenty of means to. puj&ue their 
occupations of hunting, fishings or 
wood cutting on the mainland. 

Every few minutes we cross the river, 
"which is here about a mile wide, and 
A ery shallow. The coast of Corrientes 
is low, but well wooded, and yonder is 
a little hut, elevated on poles, aad with 
a tile-roof, which answers, as the Capi- 
lania del Puerto for Esquina, this town 
being half a league distant, on the main* 
]and« Some passengers are waiting for 
us, and with a tremendous whistle, the 
captain gives the sigoal * stop her/ 

I>EPAUTiTlEXT OF C:S<{>UI]¥A. 

Esquinais a wellrbuilt town of 1200 
to 1500 inhabitants, situate on an emi- 
nence at a bend of the river Corrientes, 
near its confluence with the Parana. 
It possesses a good church, public 
hchools,juzgado and other edifices^ ex* 
tending along the crest of the hill for 
about a mile, piost of the houses having 
aaotcas, with wide verandahs for shel 
ter against the rays of an almost tropi- 
cal sun. The surrounding country is 
remarkable for its excellent pasture 
and the inhabitan.t8 are wealthy cattle- 
breeders, sheep being comparatively 
few. Mr. Hayes, an American mer- 
chant, is the only motable foreign resi- 
dent in the town. 

This gentleman. hai» lived here nearly 


30 years, having married a native : his 
son Daniel was educated in the Uni- 
ted States and has a dry goods store, 
the father being temporarily absent on 
a visit to his native country: his bro- 
ther was for some time a druggist in . 
Buenos Ayres. In the year 183o Mr. , 
Hayes killed a serpent which measured 
12 feet in length and 15 inches in cir- . 
cumference, and on opening t^e rnons* ^ 
ster, three hens seemingly uninjured 
were found in its stomach : he sent the 
skin to the TI, States, where it was 
stufFed, and is still to be seen. The 
bite of these reptiles is not fatal, as. 
elsewhere: I will give apr6of. My 
French fellow-passenger was one day. 
sleeping siesta, when be felt the sting, 
of what he thought an insect, on his. 
wrist. Getting up, he found a snake 
qoiled around the foot of his stretcher-, 
bed, and imjmediately killed hina. Then 
squeezing the part affected till it bled,. 
he heated a knife and cauterized the 
wound, after which he suffered no in- 
convenience. . 

Among the neighboring eatancieros is. 
Mr. Schw.eitz, late proprietor, of the 
Europa hotel, Buenos Ayjes, wha 
bought out the establishment of a. na^ 
tivc widow, at four silver dollars per 
head of horned cattle :: he acquired the 
transfer of a squatter's right (enfiteusis), 
lor a mere trifle, paying a nominal rent 
to Government. The usual price of 
land is 4,000 silver dollars per square 
league. There is an abundance of ti- 
gers about here, and some years ago a 
washerwoman was devoured near the 
river. The custom-house or Aduana 
is a small wooden hut elevated on poles^ 
ten feet above the stream, in an islan/l 
half a league distant from the town. 
The wretched edifice, notwithstanding 
the proximity of timber, cost the State 
no less than 1800 silver dollars : vessels 
call so rarely that sometimes no officials. 
\'iait the place for sevei^al days« It} hapr 


pened some time back ihat a pt'iest was 
lefthere by the Paraguay aleamer, one 
e?ening. and being unable to threiil his 
way through the thickijis and cross ri- 
vulets.lieresolvcdlopass tlie night here: 
some hungry tigers prowling ftbout 
smelled humdn flesh and sacrilegionsly 
resolved to make a meal of the reve- 
rend Docter. The latter tttkirg alarm 
icrambled up on the roof, and sat on 
this unpleatsnnt saddle of tiles until 
daybreak. As there was no steamer 
expected to arrive the usual passenger 
boat did not come d'jwn the arroyo hard 
by, and one of the wild beasts kept 
watch below, thinking his reverence 
might be driven by hunger to run the 
gauntlet and make towards town. In 
this manner the poor priest passed two 
awful days and nights before he was 
relieved from his perilous post. The 
Paraguay steamers expose passengers 
to this danger by landing them at ilie 
nearest point of land : a faiiiiEy was thus 
left at some distance from Parana, at 
nightfall, and, being unable to reach 
the town, had to light a large fire, to 
keep oft' the tigers, and thus pass the 
night. 

U'he ' falui' or castonia-boat conies 
alongside, with four passcngtrs*. it is a 
pmall gig mxnned by five sun-burnt 
Correntines in white duck uniforms, 
wearing swords, and caps with the 
motto Sub-delegacion de Esquina. Two 
small schooners arc at anchor in the 
creek, and a few light canoes are pad- 
dled about by natives, which the least 
movement would overset. We dsby 
but a quarter of sn hour, to lake in the 
passengers: one of these is M. Victor 
Lccomie, a l''renchman, collector of 
taxes in Corrientcs, who c.iine down to 
assist at the burial of his brother who 
died suddenly. This gentleman has 
given me much information about Cot- 
ton-planting,as he whs the per-^on cn- 
charged by Government to d'Stribute 


the sped, Mr. Spilding a Para^jfuaran. 
whose father (Scotch) serveil under Bp- 
resford, is £;oing lo Corrientes, where 
he foi'warded some cotlon-sced : he 
hiis, however, no confidence in the spe- 

The Gran Chjco continues on our 
left, in its savaf^e grandeur, and the sce- 
nery is much the same as we have 
passed, except that the thickets hftvc 
grown into forests, the trees lifting their 
massive branches to a great heiijhc : they 
are mostly very straight and covered 
with a dark greet or light brown fo- 
liage. At intervals the sandy beach is 
strewn with withered and uproote<l 
trunks, 1 am told this wood is highly 
useful for ship-building. 

Six leagues above Esquina wn pass 
Costa ThIo, where the stream attains 
such an enormous wilth, that the cui> 
rent of deep water is almost lost, and 
the pilot is obliged to take to the boat 
and cast lor soundings ahead of the ves- 
sel. We stop the steamer, for the lint- 
gives only 8 feet, and the Esmeralda 
draws seven. At length the pilot has 
found the cliaanel.and lastened a demi- 
john for a buoy on either side. At half- 
speed we pass the diflicult point, and 
the dinner-bell dispels all fear of run- 
ning agiound. 

We pasPlwo saihng vessels, one of 
which is li I days out from Buenos Ay. 
res. Some carpiuchos or sea hogs 
show themselves on the river-bank, dis- 
porting in the grass ; there is also a 
p;roup of Evrans, and wild turkeys flit 
from branch to bough, especially that 
kind called 'dorado.' 

Higher up on our left, a short dis- 
tinct inland, are the ruins ol two Jesuit 
missions, Concepcion and S. Jeronima, 
lhes(cond near a stream called Arroyo 
del Bey, It is equally unaccountable 
and disgraceful that no attempts have 
been made in later times to fix colonies 
in these advantageous positions. Oa _, 
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the right we see a number of fires along 
I the horizon, where the <lwell<T8 of the 
I mainlandare clcarinpofF ihebrushwood 
I and the tigers 3ee in dismay to the 
I islands. 

' By ddybrealc we are in sight of Goya, 

where five schooners are at anchor, and 
a hut.about twice as respectable as that 
of Esqiima stands on the edge of an 
island, acting hoth as Custom-house 
and landing place tor passengers. We 
have much cargo for this place and 
will have some delay. A large boat, 
comes alongside with the agent Sor 
Perdriel : the customs skiff also visits 
lis. Meantime i will give my readers 
some information about the place, but 
the details are so important and lengthy 
that I wilt set them down under a se- 
parate heading, 

ROTES ON GOVA. 

' Nov. 27th, 1^63. 

About the commencement of the pre. 
sent century, the site now occupied by 
the town of Goya was a cattle farm 
belonging to a Portuguese whose wife 
was named Gregoria, familiarly con- 
tracted into Goya. Here the ships 
passing used to call for beef, and the 
position was eo favourable that thi 
Government resolved to build a town 
thereon, and the first house was put op 
by Sor. Garcia, Iti20, father of the 
(ellow-passenger who is my informant. 
So late as six years ago, after a length- 
ened suit, the family Enccoeded in get- 
ting payment for the site so appro- 
priated, 

Goya ie capital of the richest district 
in the province, and one of the finest 
towns on the Parana. The houses are 
of brick, and the population exceeds 
three thousand, including a large fo- 
reign element of Italians. Basques, and 
French. The plaza is very handsome, 
with a, pyramid in the centre, &0 feet 
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high, on one side, and a church not 
yet finished, of ^rand dimensions, the 
host being estimated at $150,1100 silver, 
contributed by local subscription. The 
chief authorithy is a Gefe Politico, and 
is aliio a Judge of 1. "^ Instancia, 
with a lawyer and several small legal 
functionaries attached. The spiritual 
iffairs of the place are in keeping of 
two priests, and althongh the climate is 
ly salubrious, there are seven 
doctors to protect the public health. 
Dr. Newkirk (Standard agent) formerly 
f Fortin de Areco, Buenos Ayres, is in 
good practice : also Drs. Biondi and 
Ponsiti, the first a Swiss, the second an 
Italian There are national free schools 
for both sexes, the female teachers of 
hich are foreigners. Most of the 
habitants are rich estaucieros, several 
whom keen their carriages. A public 
raveyance is also hired out, at very 
oderate prices, for any part to which 
tlie traveller may wish to repair. The 
country is ihickiy wooded in some parts, 
orange grores being numerous. Al- 
though venomous reptiles are often 
seen, no accident ever occurs except to 
horned cattle which sometimes die in 
twelve hours after having been bitten. 
In Italy I have often known cows to 
be bitten, but they immediately cat a 
certain herb which cures them : here 
this remedy probably does not exist. 

There are two English cnrpenters in 
Goya, but I could only learn that one 
of them is called Don Pedro, and is one 
of the oldest inhabitants. There is a 
Mr. Ramallon, native of Gibraltar. 
Both of the priests are Italians, this 
nationality being largely represented. 
The Basques have brick kilns in the 
suburbs; and many of the houses are 
two stories high. An excellent bridge 
crosses a stream on the outskirts. The 
streets are twenty yards wide, each 
quadra or block being 150 yards, fur- 
nished with three oil-lamps, but there 
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ia no pavement, the soil scarcely requir- 
ing it, an the water Aows off without 
forming mad. La Esperanzit is llie 
name of the weekly paper, published by 
Sor Vaivien, which boasts 20(1 subscri. 
bers, and has its own [iriritiDj? oHici^ 
fitted up by subscription of the well-to- 
do residents. 'Ihe pohce ofFice is a 
handsome building, but the institution 
has fallen into disuse : happily the peo 
pie bear a reputation of honesty, and 
peaceful habits. Lock-a* frequently 
results from such trivial causes as the 
prick of n thorn, but the terror of infants 
" mal de siete dias" very rare, and the 
physicians arc tealous in vaccinating all 
children. The post-office is very irre- 
gular. 'The public ceniutery, about a 
mile distant, is well kept, with some 
fine monuments, and a handsome 
chapel. Such is ihe general pros- 
perity of this industrions town that the 
citizens of Oorrientes jestingly term it 
"the little B. Ayrcs." 

The principal Irade of the place con- 
sists in hides, wool, cheese, and oranges. 
On some calancias are found 500 milch 
eows, and ihe owners are so rich that 
it is proverbial " that ihere are no bep 
gars at Gova." Orange groves are fre- 
quent, but the business is diminishing, 
while the cxcellcni cheese is hnding its 
way to the various ports " aguas abajo, ' 
a large quantity heing sent to B. Ayres. 
Cotton wBuld grow well here, the cli. 
m.Ue being warm nod dry. Imports 
arc received from Buenos Ayres, and 
^omc ot the private carriages mentioned 
have cost there one thousand silver dol- 
lars each. The Paraguay, Brazilian, 
■".nd Captain Bruce's steamers call here 
both ways, giving an impetus to tiaJe. 

FARUanO IK OOFA. 

Nov.2ith, 18C3. 
i'heie is, in my opinion, no part of 
the ArgcDttDc republic lo favorable for 


Irish sheep-farming, or offering such 
nduce reiiti to poor immigrants as Go- 
fa. i. would strongly rt'commend those 
jitancieros who are sending their flocks 
out towards the Indian frontiers of Bra- 
gado, Juain, Rgjas, Azul and 23 de 
Mayo to visit this district, confident 
th It they will feci disposed to accept th« 
unrivalled advantages of fertile land 
almost gratis, perfect security for life 
and nro[)erly, cheap freights, low taxes, 
ready communication with Buenos Ay- 
res and others too numerous to mention. 
The Government valuation of land 
is 2,"-i;)D to 2,4008 or 53 to 60 thousand 
dels. Buenos Ayrean currency per lea- 
gue. The usnal sellinj^ piice rangea- 
from 3 to 4 thousand dollars. There 
are no Indian marauders, the province 
being protected by two immense rivers; 
and the Guaranis who were converted 
by the Jesuits cannot be distinguished 
from Christians, having embraced the 
religion and habits of the people. This 
province is almost the only one exemp- 
ted from wars and forms in every man- 
ner.inlhe political category, a wholly 
distinct nation from the nnfortunat'fr 
Argentine republic, being separated 
from its nneasy sisters by the Qran 
Chaco. Hundreds of little sailing ves- 
sels, navigated by ihj countrymen of 
Columbus, eiirry down it« products li» 
Buenos Ayrea at the rate of I to IJ 
reals per arrobe, or just half the freight 
charged by the 'carretas' between Villn 
Luxan and BucnosAires. Meantime the 
terror of being 700 miles from Buenos 
Ayresisonlg tigurative; in reality th* 
AkhI is much more distant: six stramert 
ply monthly to and fro, providing every 
convenience, and making the trip to B. 
Ayres in three or Jour' days, nherets 
there are but two diligences monthly to 
Azul, and the motle of travelling very 
disagreeable. Horned cattle may be 
bought at 4 dolkia, mares at }& reaU. 
and ealaderos have been eitablished 
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which are not subject to the exorbitant 
taxes of Buenos Ayres. 

The sheep are not of a superior qua- 
lity, and fetch a dollar each. It is just 
for me to add that the natives think the 
climate and soil unadapted for flocks, as 
the animals do not thrive, the grass is 
what is called * pasto fuerte/ several 
diseases prevail among the sheep,which 
are in such little esteem that only a 
sufficient number is kept to feed the 
peons, the skins are thrown away as 
useless, aud the business regarded un- 
profitable. 1 ask my readers, however, 
did not the same facts and ideas hold 
good in the campagne of Buenos Ay- 
res 2 ) years ago, and may not these 
difficulties and prejudices be removed 
in a short time by efforts to care and 
refine the breed? In this trip we took 
up 8 Rambouillet rams, wtiich were 
safely landed at Goya, for a native es- 
tanciero, shewing that better hopes are 
beginning to gain ground. It is not 
so long since the natives in Buenos 
Ayres burnt their sheep for fuel in 
brick-kilns, and carpetted the 'corrals' 
with the wool, an article which now 
forms just haU* (^8 p 5) of the total ex- 
ports of this country ! 

The property-tax, ^ contribucion di- 
recta,' is 4 per mil, per annum. Hor- 
ses may be quoted at 4 dollars each,but 
fine animals fetch a doubloon, and some- 
times two. The awful visitation of a 
drought, so formidable in Buenos Ay- 
res is unknown, the whole country be- 
ing intersected with streams and rivers. 
This causes an inconvenience to travel- 
lers in wet weather, when the currents 
rise and prevent a possibility of ford- 
ing. On the high-roads boats are then 
provided, and rivers like Sta. Lucia, 
^vhere no bric^ge is, have regular ferries 
throughout the year. As a general rule 
it rains little and freezes still less. The 
camp is diversified, at intervals level 
and undulating, bare and decorated 


with natural forests, besides a multi- 
tude oforange-gtoves, and timbers use- 
ful for building, to be had gratis. The 
natives are much more friendlv and in- 
dustrious than in the rural districts of 
Buenos Ayres, and very anxious to see 
foreign immigrants settle down, to as- 
sist 'in developing the grand resources 
with which the bountiful Creator has 
endowed the province, and Goya in par- 
ticular. 

Having said so much of sheep and 
cattle farming to interest men of capital 
in turning to these new aud favored re- 
gions, I will now enter into the subject 
of cheese, which forms uo small part of 
the revenue? of Goya and Esquina and 
invites the poor immigrant to secure an 
easy and profitable livelihood. There 
is great demand for this article, milch 
cows abound on all sides, and the es- 
tancieros exclaim " all we want is 
hands to double the product and its 
liberal gains." Ten or twelve cows are 
calculated for each cheese, and a woman 
can make one of 1 21bs. in a day. The 
market price is from 1 2 reals upwards 
and the proprietor gives half the pro- 
ceeds to the maker, besides providing 
house, food, and all necessaries gratis. 
In this manner a woman can support 
her family and earn 3 shillings English 
per day, wholly independent of her 
husband's wages as a herd or cotton- 
planter. Sad to say,even at these high 
offers, an estanciero cannot procure half 
the requisite number of hands,so scarce 
is the population. A herd's wages is 
10 Bolivian dollars, equivalent to SO 
shillings per month, besides board and 
lodging, and half whatever cotton hQ 
may plant, What a pity that the star- 
ving operatives of Lancashire cannot 
reach "this land flowing with milk and 
honey." 

1 will not here enter into tbe matter 
of Cotton, as I have to visit, on my 
return, the large plantations of Sor 
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Ximenez oa iLe river Batel, 1'^ leagues 
distant, which I understand are in a 
flourishing condition. Among the fruits 
are the orange, a grove of which ac- 
oording to Capt Page yield'' a silveu 
dollar per tree, every year : these pro- 
fits 1 bi-lieve have of late much decli- 
ned. The Coco of the palm or nut 
' called Ytahi is now exported, and held 
in high esteem at the B. Ayres market 
There are two other kinds of palm, one 
called the 'dalil,' of which are made the 
brauchea used on Palm -Sun day, and 
producing a nut covered with a bitter 
excrescence which the Indians suck, but 
jjot used by Christians; the other call- 
ed 'palma de leja' from its frequent 
employment as a roof for huts. Indian 
corn, grapes, and most productions of 
a warm climate grow here in abun- 
dance: the first, however, is not very 
lucrative this year having fallen from 
47 down to I"^ reals, so that some plan- 
ters have preferred net to givelhemsel- 
Tes the trouble of gathering it in. 'J his 
would not happen with cotton, at 3 
reals per lb. 


SCENERT OF THE PARANA 

near Empedrado Nov. 2Vth 1863 
At Goya 1 was observing numbers of 
fish jumping about in the water, when 
B gaucho rode down to the bcacli, > 
good horse, with ihe view of catching 
Iiig breakfast. He was dressed lik' 
those of the B, Ayrean campana, ii 
fancy colored poncho, chiripa, and th 
recado or Argentine saddle such as w 
see in our own camps. Throwing a' 
line into the water, he almost instantly 
drew out a large fish weighing abi ut 
two pounds, and, unsheathing his knife, 
at once proceeded to scrape off the 
Bcales, wash him, and commence dissec- 
tion, While looking at some horses 
with EngUsh saddles fastened to the 
Custonia-bul, where a group of men 
were idly smoking and gazing on the 


steamer, my attention was drawn to 
woman and child on the banks of the 
creek, who alternately washed their 
feet, ran about on the grassy soil and 
returned to the edge to fish : the wo- 
was also smoking, and a skil^' along- 
side seemed to indicate that she was 
decidedly amphibious, like her sister at 
Parana who came on board to row the 
passengers ashore. She soon retired to 
Qvass awning pitched under the 
trees, hut although only 6 o'clock the 
sun was already high, and very hot. 
Having discharged '2Q tons of mer-. 
andize, mostly Paraguayan sweet- 
meats, brought hack from Eosario, after 
three hours' delay we weigh'^d anchor 
for Bella Vista. Just now the Paraguay 
mail boat 'Sallo de Guayra'; two days 
over-due, appears slowly issuing from 
the islands, en route for B. Ayres. As 
we pass close I observe our old and 
respected resident, Mr. Daniel Gow- 
land, amongst ihe passengers, and we 
exchange greetings. Tlje port. official 
with whom I leit two Ittters for the 
Standard goes oa b^ard, and she an- 
chors, as we enter the narrow channel 
up-stream. Owing to the dense foliage 
we can see nothing of Goya, and the 
heat has already grown intolerable, 
while the Cha-ha awukens the echoes of 
the woody islands with his itraoge^ 
mocking cry: his name and exclama- 
tion in Guaiani signifies "let ui be 
going." 

Alter a couple of leagues we pass a 
very picturesque locahcy known as 
Rincon de Soto. Here is a large sala- 
dero at present working, surrounded by 
a number of huts, and a fine bay ad- 
mits vessels of some burthen to come 
close to the establishment. The owner 
is a German M.Holterhoff who bought 
the site from Government for 150 dole. 
There is another saladero at work, near 
Goya, belonging lo Mr, Otto, who is at 
present on a tour in Germany. Nc^t 
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f«r inwards about two leagues from 
Goya, is the an lent village of Santa 
Lucia, on a river of the same name: it 
was fciinded by th<^ Jesuits, who built a 
stone church {the finest in the province) 
where the few neighbours still attend 
Divine service. A little fuither on is 
the giound marked out for anew town, 
Pueblo Lavalle, but as jet there is only 
a solitary house with an orange-grove. 
We now coast along the mainland of 
Corrientes, which presents an elevation 
of perhaps 100 feet. The camps gra- 
dually become bare and the familiar 
ombu, in lonely grandeur, stands forth 
the light-house of the Pampas. We 
pass the * embouchures ' of several ri- 
vulets with Indiitn names, none of 
which Lre navigable although wide as 
European rivers, with luxuriant vege 
tation over-shadowing their banks. 
Here let me remark that many of these, 
at high tide disappear, the majestic Pa- 
ran^ covering all that intervenes be- 
tween the * barrancas ' on either side, 
and then the navigation is more criti- 
cal. The river of Corrientes is an ex- 
ception, and I learn that a small Ame- 
rican steamer once ascended it to some 
lb leagues from the mouth. 

At '^p. m. we approach the estancia 
of Gereral Ferre, Senator to Congress, 
which is now the subject of a law-suit. 
It appears a tract ol several leagues was 
granted to him many years ago, on con- 
dition of planting it wiih cofFi e : he 
tried and failed, and then trrned it into 
a cattle farm. AVhen cited by the au- 
thorities, he sold it to Messrs. Stfiorans 
of Buenos Ayres, but this by no means 
relieves him of the liability: he was 
thrice Governor and is very wealthy, 
having house property in Buenos Ay- 
res, Monlevideo, and .Rio Janeyro, yet 
affects the r)auper;he is 80 years of age. 
It is a remarkable and unfavorable sign 
that he and many other capitalists^have 
removed their residence to Buenos Ay- 


res, and Deputies Torrent, Igarzabal 
and others are preparing to imitate 
them. 

The red sandstone bluff now ahead 
of us is an historic place called Las Cue- 
vas, where the river at present (low 
tide) is hardly a hundred yards wide. 
Here, in the year IS'35, before the 
neighboring town of Bella Vista was 
formed, lived in utter solitude a Portu- 
guese estanciero named Cueva, who6e 
cattle tempted the rapacity of the Cha- 
CO Indians. A band of these deadly 
savages on two occasions swam across 
the narrow pass and attacked his house. 
The fearless old man and his son gave 
the Indians a galling reception from a 
sky- light and window, through which 
they lired as fast as the daughters 
could load the blunderbusses, and thus 
succeeded in driving them off. During 
38 years they have never ventured ano- 
ther foriy : the house and olive-grove 
are distinctly seen from the river, crow 
ning a heac.land, on doubling which we 
have Bella Vista in the distance* 

And well does it merit its name, for 
the next hour's sail is one of the most 
delightful that can be imagined. A 
chain of steep cliffs cut by the torrent, 
as if with a knife, is broken at short 
«nd regular distances by numberless 
fissures caused by therains,and the line 
is as straight and uniform as aUy array 
of soldiers. Yonder is the orange- 
mount of Mr. Henrv Hall, with its dark 
green outline against the horizon, and 
as we approach, the files of trees are 
clearly discernible. In this remote, 
lovely, and semi-barbarous region our 
countryman has fixed his resi(lence,but 
as 1 intend to visit him shortly I will 
hurry on to the port now at hand, 

Bella \ ista, seated on a gentle slope, 
in the midst ot tropical foliage, is the 
most charming picture I have ever 
beheld. Neither Genoa, the superb 
nor famed Palermo, nor sweet Messina 
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with hoary Etna in the bacltgvoud. 
nor the oft sunt; ^-'V "f Dublin can 
compare tu ihc Nnrlbllc I^Liud of Cnr- 
rieutes. Like tbo Aiutriilian pHradist- 
it was first peopled by a spttlemcnt of 
convicts, sent thither under Qenerat 
Ferre in 1826. It now coniains abiut 
lOOii iiihahitants, having some azoiea 
houses, plai'a *c.. and is one of tht 
new cotton-districts, of which hcrearicr. 
Nesiliq^ in OrunKe-groves and palm- 
trees are several small huU thrown aa if 
bychftnco on the hill-side and ciini- 
niaiiding a grand view of the I'araiJ^ 
and Grand Chaco. I do not knov 
whether the natives have inherited thi 
propensities of thi^ir forcfailiers, but, 
certei, that is a wild looking assemblage 
OQ the beacii. Tlie men are dressed as 
fancifully as Calabrian fishermen, lean- 
ing in a boat upon the strand, ;ind eye- 
ing us strangely. The women dresr-eil 
n liifbt raiments ere washing naked 
children, and the color of the inhabi' 
tantsis tawney, though their features 
are regular and even expressive. 

Mr. Scott, puBloms'officer, comes on 
board, saluting us in Knglish ; h 
reputed a good linguist. \Ve tdke 
a French passenger, resident in San 
Soque (7 leagues K of Uella Visla) 
who tells me Cotfn has been largely 
and successfully planted there, one 
man having Sl' leagai-s (IIU acres) fen- 
ced and Uid down. In ten minutes wc 
are off again, having Si leagues before 
us: Hella Viata is 18 leagues above 

We see a little above the town the 
scene of an American cotton plantation, 
started here by some enleri rising 
Yankees in 1853. Whether owing to a 
bad selection of sail, or mismanagement 
on the p[irt of ihc Mayordomo, ihe un- 
dertaking failed and ivns abandoned. A 
native family now resides there, who 
pulled up all the cotton, to subsliluto 
oWDges. 


AV'e have to return two lea«uei to 

^et the cli.innel, andgiidi.i bv the Gran 
Ch.(Cf). A canoe with three tame Jndi- 
,iis is under the bank, and on top an 
■mcampni^'ntr of 8 or hi woodcutters 
vhocarrvonag od trade with Corri- 
enles, Now aifaiti island:t. on which 
we can see several carpinchos or rivei- 
iiOijs, much resembling ,i pig. The 
ivatt-r is so low we twice touch the 
riottom- Tlio heat, which must have 
passed 100 Fahrenheit, has a little abi- 
ted.andwesit an deik, after sunset, 
|:ilking about tlie Indians, Cotton, pa- 
per-moni'y iSc , and enjoying ibe tropi- 
cal scenery around. We are now 10i)0 
miles from B. Ayres in the heart of S. 
American wilds, and I think of mv 
friends bfhind, and of the B. Ayreaii 
(ilee Club. The river is still a majes- 
tic flood, V miles wide, and as it i> past 
midnight and sunrise will see me in 
Corrienies, I turn in. 


IS SIGHT CIF CORRIENTKS, 

Nov. Sflth, 9 a.m., l&^l. 
Before sunrise we passed Empcdrado, 
where very large quantities of colton- 
secd have been sown, under the auspi- 
ces of lb(! active Juezde l*az, Sor. Bonf 
bu, a native of Buenos Ayres, At 7 
a. m. we came abreast of Don Domingo 
Latorre's famous quinta, with its EiOJO 
orange-trees, and picluresque monnU 
of cyi'rcss, poplar, &c. This ii dis- 
tant from the capiiai five Icagnpa 
by land, but ibe windings of ihe 
river make it seven. Nearer our 
destination is the quinl'i of esi-presi- 
dent Dcrqni, finely siluatcd on the ri- 
ver-ba k ; the fallen ruler was l.itely 
expelled owing to bis frequent assem- 
bisges of raal-contents, in dcfianccof the 
law. At this place tlie Ch»co looms in 
the distance, with its dark fringe of im- 
penetrable forests, Very liule ol Cor- 
ricutcs can be seen before landing or 
passing" aguas arriba ; " in nnottu 


>>^ 


63 — 


letter I will oive my fir?t impressions, 
nnd some details respecting the place 
where my labors and investigations 
properly commence, and where all hopes 
of Argentine cotton-planting may be 
said to converge. 

Adieu. 


ARBITaL at CCRRIIjfTES 

my niMi<n begins 

Nov. 29th '863 
Hotel del Globo, Corrlentes. 

At 10 A. M. yesterday the Esmeral- 
da came to anchor, within a few hun- 
dred yards of the Custom house, and 
the bustle of passengers looking for 
their luggage was increased by the 
invasion of a number of boatmen, offi- 
cials and interlopers. A sickly looking 
youth handed me a card *Pablo Burllo, 
Hotel Globe,' and as Deputy CAbral 
had already recommended me the house 
I put myself under the guidance ol 
this 'commissionaire/ Having learned 
that the Governor closed his office at 
noon, until the following Monday, I 
donned my black coat hat, gloves &c 
resolved to hasten thither «t once. 
The boat had no awning, and there 1 
sat under a scorching sun for some mi- 
nutes, stationary till my face burned 
like a coal, for the boatmen had not all 
their luggage yet, so I returned to tht- 
Esmeralda to take a view of the city. 

Corrientes covers a plateau elevated 
about 60 feet over the waterlevel, so 
that I could see little but the church 
towers, and the few irregular edifices 
situate on the slope. On the extreme 
right is a graceful country-house be 
longing to Dr. Vidal: a large shrubbery 
leads up to the door, and a corridor all 
around the house has an effect of com 
fort and elegance. The line of beach 
is studded with dusky washer wom<M'. 
perfectly regardless of ttie fact that the 


thermometer stands over 90 in the 
shade. There are scattered fragments 
of a dark stone, said to be very good 
for building though not much used, it 
looks like 'tosf-a,' but is hard as granite. 
Beyond Vidal's quinta is a saladero, 
built by the late firm of Stock and 
Hughes of Buenos Ay res at considera- 
ble expense : the present owner is a 
Corrcntine. A tanning e^^tablishment 
and timber-ground form the centre of 
our picture, with the Custom-house, 
Casade Gobierno, several palm ran- 
chos, and a sprinkling of orange trees 
to fill up the whole, giving a strange 
and not unpleasing aspect. The dark 
belt of foliage on the river's opposite 
bank, at a distance of 31 yards, is 
the Gran Chaco, and yonder canoe im- 
pelled by 4 lusty oarsmen is returning 
from tke city with Indians who traffic, 
or serve as peons, at Corrientes : they 
we distinguished from their christiani* 
ed brethren by their wearing no cov- 
ering on their heads. The carioe is a 
light skiff with high prow, and no 
sails : it is easily capsized, but the 
Indians being excellent swimmers 
right it again, and are seldom drowned 
crossinir the river. 

At length the boat is ready, and a few 
minutes bring us to shore. I paid th3 
boat-man half-a-dollar, and give my 
travelling-bag ^o the 'commissionaire, 
who in the blandest tone imaginabU 
asks me to procure him a peon to carry 
it Telling him that that was his busin- 
ess I turn my steps up the hill, sinking, 
every moment, over six inches in the 
sand. Close to the Capitaoia is a group 
of damsels to whom I politely take off 
my hat ; then entering the Custom- 
house I get permission t«) pass my bag 
without examination, declaring there is 
nothing contraband. Advancing to the 
door of the (iovernment-house, where 
<i dozen fellows are lounging in the 
;»hade,while the perspiration runs down 
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my face, I enquire for His Excellency, 
apdamulato aide decamp with gold 
hilted sword at once steps forward to 
whom Igivemynamc and the two flat- 
tering letters of introduction from the 
Minister of the Interior and Dn. J. J. 
Mendez. In two minutes I am usher- 
ed into a spacious well furnished saloon, 
tfe Governor Lag^'afia cordially shaking 
hands with me, leads me to a s^ofa. 
**My friends, said he, Dr. Rawson and 
Sor. Mendez recommend you to my es- 
pecial care, and I will endeavor to make 
your visit as agreabli and as success- 
ful as possible. I thank you for the in- 
terest you take in this province and for 
this visit, hoping that our common aim 
may be realized/' We then conversed 
about cotton, his excellency informing 
me that much of the seed was destroyed 
by a worm, before the plant appeared 
over ground, but in such cases the 
people far from loosing courage sowed 
again. By his directions seed was 
distributed gratis, and plantations now 
were springing up in various parts of 
the province. Those in the vicinity of 
the capital being most important, he 
would procure me a friend's carriage to 
visit the same. As I expressed a desire 
to se*^ those ot Empedrado, Bella Vis- 
ta, San Koque and others distant seve- 
ral leagues, he promised me an order 
for pobt^horscs, and an officer to accom- 
pany nie. Before parting, he invited 
me to his private residence, and enquir- 
ing ^^ here I stepped promised to tali 
on me at the hotel. 1 may here state 
that Governor Lagrana is a tall, portly 
man, about 45 years old, dark complexi- 
on, with a few grey hairs, an open 
countenance, kind and unassuniing 
manner, and a general cxprejrsion oi 
lorthoriimie indicative of his real char- 
acter : he it* an estancicro by profes- 
sion, less rt mailable for learning than 
for a patriotic desire to advance his 
country, I regret to learn that his 


minister's unpopularity damages hiu: 
in public esteem. 

Going in search of my hotel I met a 
gentleman with an umbrella,who kindly 
undertook mc to shew me the way, and 
shielded me from the burning ray^ 
We passed along three or four blocks 
near 150 yards of very irregular cons- 
truction ; most of the houses had cor- 
ridors which covered in the whole 
foot path, the windows being barred as 
in B Ay res. No block could be called 
complete, for palm-ranchos and orange 
gardens alternated with tile roofs, and 
azoteas. The streets were about 6\> 
feet wide, and the houses numbered 
3!<5, 480, andolO&c: I could not see 
any small numbers, and conclude that 
they imitate Insurance policies begin, 
ing a figure they can never reach. 

The plaza struck me as being much 
the same as it was 3 centuries ago ; ou 
the North side is the Matriz or princi- 
pal church,an old edifice 8'J yards long, 
with a tile roof, and at a short distance 
a bell tower 70 feet high in which is 
the town clock. The West side con- 
tains the Cabildo where the Law-courts 
and prison are guarded by a bare-footed 
picquet of Federal troops of the Line. 
In front are two antique houses, one of 
two storeys, and the Merced church, 
not yet white-washed, and two belfries, 
and a cloister attached for Franciscan 
friars. The house of Sor Parapin ex- 
governor,with a few othersof less note, 
make up the South side, and a column 
fc^ome CO feet high strnds in ihe centre 
of a multitude of weeds, around which 
are wooden posts but lo seats : the 
column is surmounted by a dimir.utivc 
female armed with a lance, and bears 
ihe inscriptions, J^5 de Mayo 1810, 9 
Julio 1816. On the pedestal are the 
buhts of 4 generals. The Cabildo is a 
handsome structure, 2 storeys with ar- 
ches BUi)porting a squaie tower of 
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Moorish build, which commands a view 
ot'the country around. 

Knowing that the best way to ingra- 
tiate oneVseU' with a new friend is to 
speak his vernacular, I saluted mine 
host of tho Globo in the language ol 
Drint©, and procure a clean, airy, 
apartment wherein to take 'siesta.' The 
windows C'ind storev) are of stained 
glass, with Venetian blinds. The cm- 
^iwtfofthis is faultless for those who 
are njt squeamish about garl c. As 
yet I have seen but one mosquito since 
leaving Buenos Ayres, ond the alarm 
of kind friends on this head was per- 
fectly needless. 

At 3 p. m. I sallied forth to reconnoi- 
tre the town, for an hour, which had 
the effi ct of convincing me it is a mise- 
rable place, and of peeling the skin off 
my nose, for Corrientes is really more 
Indian than Christi.^n, and the heat at 
that hour was absolutely intolerable. 1 
passed through the market, where fruit- 
stalls were numerous, and the open 
space ai:ound reflected the sun's glare, 
with painful force. Beyond this there 
were only scattered ranchosten or twelve 
feet square, roofed with the bark of the 
•Palma de Teja ' (not the leaves as I 
incorrectly stated before). Tliis bark 
is shaped like a tile in pieces of six feet 
long, seemingly unfastened in any man- 
ner. The occupants of these ranchos 
were women and children, of copper co- 
lor and good ieatures : they are almost 
pure Guarani blood, rarely speaking 
Spanish, although identified with the 
Christians, in religion, habits and asso- 
ciation. Some looked at me with sur- 
prise, for the streets were then deserted: 
a number of dogs lay about, but, better- 
bred than those of Bueuos Ayres. of- 
fered not even to bark. Naked chil 
dren were rolling in the sand, but the 
women did not otiiend delicacy by an) 
paucity of raiment. 


Rillinghurst, who was so kind as to lend 
me a horse and take me to Sar. Asrui- 
lar's plantation, but this will require a 
separate chapter. On my return I visi- 
ted 6or. Alvarez, editor of the *Progre- 
so,' a well-conducted semi-weekly paper, 
l.'his gentleman is also po<t- master, and 
a young man of much intelligence : he 
has promised me some historical data 
concerning the city and province,which 
I shall be happy to incorporate in a fu- 
ture letter. 1 understand there are three 
E:ig ish residents here : Mr Pemberton 
who has recently married a Correntine 
lady, Mr. Morgana clerk in the Reve- 
nue department, and Mr. Harvey, for- 
merly a book-keeper, whose father-in- 
law is a wealthy native estanciero. 
There are a good many French and 
Italians, and a few Germans. The 
prime minister Sor. Juan J. Camelino is 
a native of Buenos Ayres, who came 
here as an apothecary, and is now a phy. 
sician. Negroes are very rare, but the 
constant mixture of Quarani and Casti- 
lian has left but little pure white blood. 


Cotlon-fields in Corrientes. 

Sor AguilarN Plantations. 

Nov 27th 1863. 

Corrientes. 

It being an admitted fact that Cotton 
has been grown, cultivated and woven 
into fabrics for home use, during time 
immemorial in this province, and that 
GoAsy;?i m arioree^m is found wild all 
over tpe interior, I resolved to devote 
my attention principally to the new 
plantations laid down within twelve 
months back, when the Standard prea- 
ching, seconded by Governor Lagrafia's 
aid succeeded in arousing or resuscita- 
ting a Cotton fever in Corrientes. 
About an hour before sunset, I start- 
I ed, in company with Mr. billinghurst. 


After dinner I went to see Mr. Robert v for Ser Aguilar'a quinta, distant about 
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3 mile from the city. We passed liic 
cemttiry, which rontains a lurrclttl 
chapel, and pevpral niasaive white- 
washed inansoJsiiins, resembling ihosc 
of Buenos Ayris : it is however bo 
near the lowu that lliere is some idcn 
of makintj a new one furilicr out. 
Threadinj; our path tlirnugh palm huts. 
and qnintas, ve arrived nt an oranijc 
prove belonging to a friend oj my con 
duclor. Here alighlinfi, the old man 
invited us to rest, a moment under the 
shade of hia vcrandidi, liiit I preferred 
lo inspc:! thcquinta, wliich cuinprised 
250 orange trees. The fruit was small 
and ijreen, and the trees di^|)laycd lux- 
uriance of growth and fohag.^, biing 
nbout 50 hi-h and much Ur;,'tr llinn I 
had seen in Italy or eUe"here. The 
owner told me the average yield was 
iOO per tree in a grove, but he point<.'(l 
to one standing alone and assured me 
it gave 2'J0i.> oranges, and eoine in open 
tiles, have yielded lour to five thousand 
\a acrop. The usual price Is IS to 18 
reals per thousand, but this year it fell 
a.'slow as tiiu rials. 

Mounting our horscF, we crossed a 
Iractofaridsoil, which in wet seasons 
is a marsh, and reached our destiuation 
in a few minutes. Mr. B. informed 
me that this quiutB, coveting some -lO 
acres.haa already cost the owner laOU 
ooubloons : the soil is bad, whicli seems 
to have animated him to expend enor- 
mous labor and capital op its improve- 
ment. SorAguilar came out to meet 
us, and after first introduction I inform- 
ed him that t!ie standard had much 
npplauded his Bill (for ho in a local 
Deputy) to praiit public laud gratia to 
all cotton planters. He told me the 
measure had been uufortunately over- 
ruled by an amciidnieut, which gave a 
squatter's right rent-free to pbiitcrB, so 
lung as they raised Cottou. Wc then 
(vei:t to see Ins plfintation, wliicli 


amounts to 5"',000 hills in the followin;? 
manner. 

Ill last Jannary be laid clown about 
20,fOO hills of torrientea seed which 
came up very well, Imt did not fully 
ripen, owing to ila being sown so late. 

f this quitnlity lie pruned one-half, 
leavinff liu' rett untouched, by way of 
experimfnt. Frost beinij hardly per- 
ceptible in this country, ibe unpruneil 
plants suffered not at all, and 1 found 
them about five feet hij^h, looking quite 
healthy, tbe poda alreaily appearing. 
The pruned plants were perliapi a 
yard high, fresher and greener than the 
others, and mostly in floiver. Both 
these lots wire planted thrne feet asun - 
(ler, with laiies bptneen the files nearly 
ii(e feet wide. The soil was thrown 
up around the roots, and Jid not look' 
parched, altlwugh it Iwd not rained for 
five months. I should hxye classed 
these plants a> Sli rub-col tun, but am 
told the native apccies grows to a great 
height, aomelimi's 30 feet. 

The i.ext hit was Georgiju, proba- 
bly of ihp seed sent bj the .Association 
to the Sliitdrird office, or of Measra 
Kerr and Grii-r.^on's impottulion. It 
wai evidently herbaceous Cotton only 
a few inches over ground, haviug hseii 
planted more than six weeks, and not 
yet in flower. T^ c lanes weie aboat 
six feet wide, and Indian corn w*s 
growing in the intervals. Sor AguiUr 
told me the notion-plants generally 
came over ground in three to five daye. 
This plantation v&s about equal to itiJit 
ofOorrientes seed, in extent, and so 
beallhyihat I did not perceive a single 
inll where the seeds had missed or been 
destroyed by the worm. 

The third field, about JlO yards 
square, had been planted only six days 
before my visit, imd very hw planla 
had come op : these were mostly at two 
leaves, not unlike the bcan-plnut, i 
posed to be Egyptiaa seed, and (Ol 
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at about a yard apart. The owner 
ascribed the tardy growth to the hrat 
and dryness of the weather, and waited 
a shower of rain before he would again 
sow the plot, in case the seeds had en- 
tirely failed. A large piece of plough" 
ed land was ready to receive another 
quantity of seed, for Sor Aguilar is re- 
solved to raise his plantation to the 
number of seventy thousand hills, I 
told him [ thought it too late, but he is 
not afraid, and will commence to lay 
down the 4th field tomorrow. 

Toexempliiy his energy,! m^y men- 
tion that he has a large brick cistern, 
erected near the well, in the middle 
of the quinta, and leaden pipes are laid 
down under ground, for purposes of 
irrigation. He has two American 
ploughs^ which cost him $1* and $12, 
and is anxious to acquire the newest 
agricultural implements. 

Theground under Cotton exceeds five 
cuadras, which is about '20 acres : cal- 
cul iting the usual ratio, this will give 
20 bales clean cotton, (8600:) lbs.) va- 
lued to-day at 22 pence per lb. in Liv- 
erpool. Taking off iiO per cent for 
freight charges, cleaning &c. it will 
produce $3,000, a truly magnificent 
return. I advised him, however, to 
plant the tree rather than the shrub 
cotton, as Egyptian species will give 
crop* ibr several years, almost without 
labor. He has several farm servants 
with their families, who will suffice to 
pluck the cottun, and their wages are 
1 very low : 

Peons $\ per month, women 12 reals* 
children gratis. 

On taking leave of Sor Aguilar he 
warmly thanked me for visiting his lit- 
tle farm, where^ '"like rigid Cincinna^ 
Uis^' he lives retired from the U/isy 
u orld, seeking to advance his ccuntry 
by the creation of a new staple, while 
pigmy politicians shout and bluster, 


about Liberty, Congress, free opinions 
&c. 

In our return, Mr. B. pointed out to 
me several trees of ivild cotton which 
produce a small boU that never comes 
to maturity. Probably it is the degen- 
erate offspringof some Jesuit plantation, 
for the Lidians still call it in Guarani by 
a wordsiirnilying **for cotton." Several 
bare-legged women pass us, coming 
from the river, and bearing on their 
heads large clay water-jars, not quite 
so elegant as Ktruscaa vases, but pos- 
sessing the valuable property of refri- 
gerators. These females are muscuUr 
and well shaped, models of strength 
and symmetry. Mr, B, who has rcsi, 
ded here over iO years, speaks Spanish, 
having nearly forgotten English, al- 
though late British vice-consul : he does 
not understmd much Guarani as^ the 
better classes prefer Ca>tiliau, He con- 
demns Sor Aguilar for going so heavily 
into cotton, and I quite agree with him, 
that if eveiyone plants a little it would 
be better than a fe\v large establish-* 
ments. 

We halt at this handsome two-storey 
l.ouse, surrounded by orange-trees, and 
belonging to Sor. Avalo, who,with two 
Others, is sitting on thea^otca enjoying 
the cool hour which follows sunset. As-. 
cending by a wide staircase, there is a 
round of salutations, the two iriends^ 
being Sor. I^ampin, cx'governor, and 
the JuezdePazof Caa-caati. Sor. Ava* 
\o produces some genuine Knglish ale, 
and after hearty congralul itions on the 
death of the Chaci^o, and I'lorcs' victo- 
ry over Lamas,the talk turns on Cotton . 
Sor, Avalo mentions a tree on his cs- 
tancia which used to give 17 lbs seed- 
cotton, but was cut down for fire-wood I 
Formerly every house had its planta- 
tion and gin (made of wood), and the 
females even of rich families spent their 
time in spinning all tbe articles of hou^i^ 
bold wear. 
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Sor. Avalo shewed me two beautiful 
counterpanes, nicely embroidered, and 
weighing each over 6 lbs, entirely home 
manufacture. Here is a long cotton 
cloth, fine and soft, measuring eight 
yards, the produce of eleven cotton 
seeds a present from the Minister, He 
sowed them last year, and from the flee* 
cy balls, cleaned and spun, munufac- 
tured this specimen of Correntine fer- 
tility and industry. He offers to make 
me a shirt of ii, as its quality is greatly 
preferred by the natives, over English 
goods, for its blandness next the skin, 
and hr»me made shirts and drawers 
command a high price. I content nfy- 
self with a yard of the material for a 
sample. This gentleman promises to 
plant some thousands of hills in com- 
pliment of my visit to Corrientes. 

The Juez of Caa-caati hands me a re- 
port to the Governor shewing that he 
has assembled eighty poor families on a 
piece of public land, given them gratis 
on condition they plant Cotton and 
Maize. They have laid down several 
thousand hills, and the plantation pro- 
mises to be very successful. The step 
is the more salutary as these poor peo- 
ple were formerly forced to subsist on 
charity or theft. He asked me to ac- 
company him thither, but a journey of 
80 leagues in this weather is rather 
heavy, and I intend to leave for Para- 
guay on the 7th, 

1 find the natives invariably expect 
1 lb seed-cotton per tree, but this is 
double the average yield in the United 
States. They are all anxious to sill it 
unginned, and I find much difficulty in 
persuading them that the seed is not 
worth quarter its charge for freight. It 
will be necessary either for the Gover. 
nor or somn merchant here to purchase 
one of Consul Hutchinson's Macartney 
roller-gins, which only cost 5 doubloons, 
and thtn the article can be sent to Bs. 
AjreSj cleaned and jbaledy at the Tery 


low freieht of a real and a quarter per 
arrobe (lo lbs ), or 1} per cent of its 
value, whereas unpinned it would cost 

On the whole I am glad to be able to 
say the people are very ready to accept 
my p eaching, and I hope I do not flat- 
ter myself in saying that my arrival here 
has been a stimulus to Gossypium ; al- 
though seme shrewd heads can't well 
see my object and doubt very much 
that it is ail for the good of Corrientes. 


JLIFE Ilf CORRIC.'VTES. 

Corrientes, Nov. 29 1363. 

The rain pours down in torrents. I 
am a prisoner in my hotel, and sooner 
than get vexed with myself and the 
waiter for the state of the weather, I 
will send a third letter from Corrientes. 
I am now seven days out from Bu.enoi 
Ayres, and have written 46 pages M. 
S. for I neither rest on my oars cor 
pass anything unnoticed. 

The hour of 8 was fixed this morning 
for the benediction of a new church, 
called El Rosario, situate in the N. E. 
■ extremity of the town. I had agreed 
for a rendezvous with Mr. Biilinghurst 
and others, at that place, but the mora- 
ine; looked so murky and menacing that 
I was half doubtful about going. The 
streets were nevertheless . filled with 
persons repairing to the function, and 
in the market-place I noticed groups 
of gauchos with flowers in their ears, 
and short scarlet pants, who had been 
also attracted by the feast. If 1 we;*e a 
draughtsman I should have sketched 
•el Mercado' with the string of gaily 
decked tralficers, the picturesque fruit 
sellers, the loungiiig gauchos, and 
turbulent urchins. Five minutes' walk 
brought me to the new plaza, on whose 
East bide stands the temple in course of 
completion ; the walls, roofs, belfry, and 
vebtries are finished, but the floor is 
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still a succession of clay mounds, and 
the interior only exhibits a temporary 
altar. In the porch was a military band 
of music ; and half-a-dozen Fraijciscan 
monks (In jerry hats) leaned against 
the colonnade. Mr. Lotero (partner 
o* Mr. Billinghurst) was running 
about everywhere, and it was speedily 
whispered that the Governor, who was 
to be liod father of the church, could 
not attend, fiom illness. Meantime I 
ascended to the roof, over 50 feel from 
the ground, and had thence a mao:nifi- 
cent view of the capital, suburbs, Para- 
na, and Gran Chaco. 

The city looks almost a parallel lo- 
gram of tiO or 7l) cuadnis, but wholly 
different from anything European. In 
fact I almost fancied it was Singapore, 
Xanararivo, or Pondicherry. There 
are about 1500 palra-ranchos, 200 tile- 
roofs, and 100 azoteas of one or two 
stories : also four steeples, three mira- 
.dores, six flags-staffs, a few slerder palms 
and an infinity of orange trees, amid 
which the houses seem to nestle for pro- 
tection from the sun. 

Suddenly a carriage enters the plazja, 
t lie band plays, the bells peal out, the 
little boys let off crackers, the monks 
come out to meet his Excellency, but 
it is not he, for Sor Lagraiia is in bed 
and has sent the Ministers in his place. 
Two secular and six regular clergymen 
Jorni a procession with w<ix taptrs, the 
Minister holding one, and the ceremo- 
ny of benediction is gone through, after 
which High Mass is sung. This 
church was commenced by Puyol A.D, 
1856 and the works abandoned in 1858 
when the reverend Governor Rolon 
resolved to set about building another, 
II nd both are still unfinished. The 
llosario is estimated at $ 130,000 ; the 
architect is a vulgar looking Italian : 
Argentine, Italian, Spanish, Brazilian 
and French banners were displayed on 


or near the edifice, and a crowd of 5010 
people assisted at the function. 

At 10 o'clock it began to rain heavily, 
with thunder and lightning, and I beat 
a retreat with Sor Ceballos (whom I 
had met at Sor Aguilar's) to his house, 
which is one of the finest in Corrientes. 
Herc! he introduced me to his father 
and wife, the former a venerable old 
man, the latter of French parentage 
Sipping mate we passed an hour chat- 
ting about the country and its inhabi- 
tants. 

Rural occupations may be said to 
make up life in Corrientes, and most of 
the estancieros are wealthy enough to 
lire with ease in the capital. They are 
very hospitable, and make a favourable 
impression on the stranger. Even the 
lower classes bear a better character 
than in the sister provinces, and one 
can travel with the greatest safety 
through the country. It is true the; 
* Esmeralda' takes down, this trip, 38 
prisoners in irons, under a military 
guard : but these men have been guilty 
of the very pardonable crime of de- 
sertion from the ranks. Lirge quanti- 
ties of maize are raised, and 1 hear in 
some cases of three crops yearly, but 
the consumption being dis^proportioned 
with the yield, and no export of tlu? 
article, it is grown comparatively value- 
less. As ytt the inhabitants haro dis- 
covered no method of preserving 
orani'cs, and millious are suffered to 
go to waste, which might letch in 
Buenos Avres two or three reals a 
dozen. Sr. L'ehallos gave me two, which 
looked wrinkled, but were sweet and 
Juicy. Lumber forms no inconsiderable 
a pursuit: Correntine timber is large 
and tough, and I have seen yavds full 
of purple-coloured blockp, used for 
boat- building and exportation. The 
forests of the Gran Chaco, also give 
employment to 5 )0 hardy wood-cutters, 
who are protected from the aboriginal 
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encmic3 by a military fort, mounted 
with cannon, besides buing ihemselves 
iiiways well armed and on the iiiert. 

The streets ic Corrieoles beinr iin- 
paved, and the houses unplaslered, it 
^ives a sorry effuct : atnifjhtit ia diffi 
fiilt to go out, for a wietched oil-lamp, 
fvery iiO yards, only makes the gloom 
more palpable, and at 1 1 o'clock their 
Hickerir.if light is exlingnislied. The 
serenos commence at 10 their nasal 
ilrawl in the identical tonns adopted in 
B. Ayrea. I have not seen any police- 
men, but a useless garrison of 350 men 
of the 7th batt. serves to remind us of 
1 be National nulhority : they are com- 
manded by Col, Lezica, and the Major 
►ports a brilliant French uniform such 
iis you see on the Cluai D'Orsay. or 
Chumps dc Klars, Cats arc very scarce, 
and rats 1 believe also, but not so veno- 
mous reptiles, 1 have Fcen a kind of 
spider, perfectly liarmless, which clus- 
ters like bees and produces a species ol 
silk, which on being sent to I'aris was 
lepoiled very good. Mr. Lix, an en- 
terprising German, clerk in the Pro- 
vincial Hank, has introduced the silk- 
worm ; he is also a strenuous friend to 
Cotton, and has moreover, iuventcd 
method of curing beef in cukes, which 
iM about tu rccive a patent, and pri 
acsto serve Corrieiites. 

There is a sm'-ll theatre next my 
hotel, in which an auiati;ur company 
was to give a performance to-night for 
the benefit of a distressed widow : the 
weather however has poalponed it ti. 
Thursday. The Correntinos have a 
lasie for music: thereare24 pianos ii 
llie town, and the Franciscan iViars (who 
have two convents} lately constructed a 
ftrst class organ. Billiards are not 
played to raucli excess, but I have not 
yet seen abcok-sKire in the city. No 
love of display is visible, and t lie car- 
riages ot all kinds do not number liO. 
The state schools for both sexes arc 


in number, in the city, and attended by 
some hundreds of children; I under- 
stand (here is also a private school fur .i 
more liberal education. During the 
hot mouibt most offices are open from ;"> 
to lOin thcmornin2and4to 7 in the 
afternoon. Many O.iaco Indians work 

peons; they dress like gauclios, are 
very ill looking, and wear their hair 
flowing over their shoulder*. Th- 

'ts are lightly built, and produce i« 

ide up in hidet, "chiguas," weighing 
liiO to 200 lbs. 

I intend to seek fuller details about 
this place. If life consisted in eating, 
drinking, sleeping and not workii^g 
hard.Corrienit's would form a terrestrial 
paradise ; but all the nobler aims of 
our existence, the charms of society, 
the atmosphere of progress, science, 
and inteliiciual refinement are wanting, 
and much as I admire the pastoral sim- 
plicity of the people T feel that such ii 
Golden Age has passed by, and even 
B Ayres looms out in the distance ui .i 
beacon of civilization. 
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NAVIOATIOlf OF HIO 

ncJo. 

Corrientcs Nov. SOtb 1 
On taking np the Progrcso of yester- 
day I fuund some ai'titlcs which attor- 
ded me much satisfaction. In reference 
to my arrival was liie following compli- 
mentary salute : 

"Among the passengers per Esmeral- 
da is Mr. iViichael Mulhall one of the 
editors of the ^^dMi^arrf, of B. Ayres. 
This genlleman has always done full 
iusticeto the progressive measures of 
our Government and interested himself 
in the welfare of Corrientes \Vr 
understand he comes on important 
business respecting Cotton'planting ; 
and we cordially greet him." 

Of greater importance, however, was 
the news that I). Jose M; 
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just arrived from the Rio Vermejo, after 
a hazardous and toilsome voyage of 
.'i50 leagues^ from Oran. After cotton- 
planting there is nothing that promises 
such splendid results to Corrientes as 
the navigation of this river which would 
open up an immense territory of unri- 
valled fertility, constitnte an easy high- 
way to the republic of Bolivia, and 
make this port the mart of the uppei 
provinces, now cut off from all inter- 
course. I therefore regarded the coin- 
cidence of our arrival as a happy omen 
for this country. 

Last night I had the pleasure to meet 
this fearless pioneer of commerce in the 
hotel, and from him I learned some 
])articulars of his daring feats and 
adventurous life. Sor Arce I may pre- 
mise is a tali and muscular man, some 
4i> years old, with weather beaten vis- 
age and a pair of lustrous black eyes. 
Constant exposure to the elements 
and the fatiicues of herculean labors 
have spoiled his complexion and cur 
ved his features in a manner to render 
liim anything but an ornament in the 
saloons of the Club Progreso. But if 
energy, devotion and magnanimity be 
taken as a criterion he is a man, in the 
jioblest sense o£ the word, and one 
V. hom it will be difficult to match in the 
Argentine Republic. He is the father 
of Vermejo navigation, and this is his 
«»th voyage down its virgin current. 
Although a native of Bolivia, he has so 
long resided in onr upper provinces 
that he considers himself an Argentine, 
and his dream since boyhood has been 
to develop this new artery of the repub- 
lic. He made his first descent in 185b, 
on a raft, following the windings of the 
unknown stream, a course of 1200 
miles, through den»e forests, undetetred 
by the Indians, wild beast, perils of na- 
vigation, rays of a tropical sun, and fury 
oi the elements. 

The grand problem was solved, his 


work half achieved, as he pushed his 
frail raft into the waters of the Parana ; 
but, alas ! the era had not yet come 
when this Argentine Franklin might 
expect a generous reward from Govern- 
ment, for discovering our North-west 
passage. Like Columbus, or, to cite a 
more modern case, like Wheelwright he 
was received as a lunatic, the more so 
as he sunk a handsome fortune in en- 
deavoring to continue and work out his 
darling enterprise. Subsequently he 
constructed boats of light draught, car- 
rying cargo from Salta, Oran, and the 
confines of Bolivia. Last year the 
Lavarello expedition, in the steamer 
Gran Chaco, went up nearly as high as 
Gsquina Grande, where it still remains. 
The National Government offered a 
subsidy for steam navigation as far as 
that point, but LavarelK wants 5 or 10 
leagues of the same, and it is generally 
thought the enterprise is undone, as 
debits and expenses are very heavy and 
no cargo can be had. 

Sor Arce being advised that the 
river was very low, and Capt. Lavarello 
assuring him that he would run agrotmd 
he lightened his cargo and set out 
(Oct. 4th) with three boats and two 
rafts. In this descent he found he 
had been deceived and unnecessarilv 
delay, for the river was nowhere less 
than five feet deep, whereas his vessels 
drew only 27 inches. The boughs of 
trees in some places obstruct navigation, 
and the Government subsidy would 
have been better laid out in clearing 
away such slight difficulties. In his 
last voyage, Sor Arce lost two men, a 
Bolivian sailor killed by an Indian's 
poisoned arrow, and an American 
wounded in the hand in like manner. 
He has brought 1 50 tons cargo and 10 
passenf^ers, including his brother Dr. 
Arce (with two secretaries) who has 
credentials from the Bolivian Qovern- 
tnent as Minister Plenipotehtitry to 
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the Argentine, arid Paraguayan cabi- 
nets : his principal business being, to 
make tieaties for the navigation of the 
nicomayo for which end he proceeds 
to Asuncion next Monday, and after- 
wards to B, Avres. 

Sor Arce*s life has been a series of 
perils : on one occasion his crew resol- 
ved to mnrder him, wliiie asleep on 
shore, but he was rescued by the fide- 
lity of a Dublin sailor, named William 
Martin his constant companion. 

A sister-pro cct with the above, is 
the opening a pass through the Gran 
Chaco, to unite this city with Santiago 
The distance is about i 20 leagues, but 
most of the road is open, and not more 
than 30 leagues offers any difficulty. 
The numerous wood-cutting establish- 
ments serve as so many forts, and if a 
few garrisons were conveniently dispo- 
sed, this would increase the timber 
business, and secure easy transit for 
passengers and produce, which at pre- 
.sent are obliged to make a circuit of 
400 leagueas : for instance Sor Arce is 
about to take a troop of mules to Santi 
ago, via Goronda, Sta Fe, which makes 
the distance three-fold, 

In iS^iO, President Derqui requested 
him to attempt an experimental passage 
from Corrientes to Santiago, offfring 
him a body guard of (iO men. Sor. 
Arce undertook the perilous enterprise 
without any pecuniary reward, and 
solely for the public good. Governor 
Pujol, however, threw impediments in 
his way, and when a motley troop of 
undisciplined peons was enlisted and 
equipped, no officer could be procured 
to command them. Alter numerous 
delays, during which heavy rains had 
fallen, the expedition had set out, and 
crossing the Parana, began tbeir forest 
journey. Most of them ware little pre- 
pared for the terrible hardships they 
soon experienced: the rest were un- 
wisely afraid of the Indians. For three 


days they waded through swamps form- 
ed by the late rains ; then pushed their 
wav through tangling underwood, until 
in an evil hour a body of Indians fell 
on them, and three forthsof Sor Arce's 
m°n fled precipitately, abandoning him 
to a horrid iate. The savages pro- 
ceeded to plunder the sumpter-mulcs, 
and murder the remaining Christians, 
seven of whom, including a missionary 
iriar well known to the Tobas, speedi- 
ly fell victims, being lanced, or shot 
through the heart with arrows. Lucki- 
ly Arce, although stabbed with a lance, 
ip the side, contrived with four others 
to escape to the banks of the Vermcjo. 
Here his good genius protectected him, 
and tying together a few branches, these 
proteges of a miraculous Providence, 
after countless dangers, safely reached 
this city. 

Since then no attempt has been made 
to r( alise this important undertaking, 
but Sor Arce now offers to try again, if 
provided with a proper military escort 
oi' 8 > men. 

Sor Arce represents the district of 
Oran as hii^hlv suitable for the culture 
of cotton, and labor plentiful, but the 
freisrht (12 reals per arrobc) is a serious 
obstacle, which, however he promises 
to reduce. 1 have, therefore, made 
him a present of the sack of seed which 
I intended for Gov. LngraSa, but the 
latter has more than ho requires : I also 
gave him some panii)hlets, and it is not 
unlikely this energetic man will bring 
down a few bales of cotton next year 
from Oran. 


coTTOir PL.%rirTATi03r of 

CASSACCIA. 

Corrientes, Dec. 2, 1863. 

Having arranged with Mr. Lix, yes- 
terdav. to make an excursion to the lar- 
gest plantation in the neighborhood of 
the capital^ which belongs to a wftsHdiy 
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Italian resident, Sig Cissaccia. My 
friend procured me a horse, for there 
are no livery stables hero, and at 5 p.m. 
the sun being yet hot, we mounted. Sor. 
Spalding, my fellow-passenger, agreed 
to accompany us as, did also deputy 
Escobar. Taking a north-easterly di 
rcction, we emerged from a miserable 
suburb of palm ranchos, on a kind of 
common which presented the appea- 
rance of a dried-up marsh. After this 
the ground beca Jie low and was flooded 
in several places, for the excessive heat 
of twtf days had not i^uf&ced to absorb 
Sunday's heavy rain. A 'pantano' from 
which with difficulty we extracted our 
horses, mine almost lodging me in the 
slimy pool, barred our progress, and we 
took another route. 

.We overtook two men on horseback, 
whoproved to be relics of Dr. Brougne's 
French colony. I saluted one of tnem, 
who told me he had been a glove-maker 
at Grenoble, and on the fall of royalty 
in 1 !S48, became an exile. The other 
was a youth of 20 ; behind him sat a 
girl of 15, both being so bronzed I 
could hardly believe them to be French. 
These rude children of the forest had 
bare feet, fine eyes, and nicely chiselled 
features, such as must have inspired AI. 
St. Pierre when he wrote his legend of 
Paul et Virginie, but then his heroine 
did not smoke these abominable cigars 
or talk Guarani. 

The sun wasgetting low when we pass- 
ed a ravine which sometimes forms an 
affluent to the Parang, and as Sres. 
Escobar and Spalding resolved to re 
turn, for fear 01 being obliged to sleep 
on their saddlecloth, we placed our- 
selves under the guidance of the colo- 
nists. Ndy royalist acquaintance had 
evidently been making plentiful liba- 
tions at the shrine of Bacchus, and as he 
insisted on renewing bis devotions at a 
neighbouring bouse, we were constrain- 
ed to diverge a little from the ro.id.. 


Here were three Brctagne women^ in 
the same picturesque garb as they wear 
at home ; and they prevailed on our 
guides to stop longer than we deemed 
prudent, so we struck out alone into the 
woods. 

For some time we followed a winding 
path, until coming on an open space 
where the green sward was enamelled 
with a thousand flowers of the richest 
dyes. If I were a painter or had even 
a photographic lens, not even the fear 
of being benighted could have preven- 
ted my sketching the scene. Trees of 
every kind and form were charmingly 
intern^ingled : cactus, timbo, espinilla, 
and many others perhaps unknown to 
botanists. Here the path branched off 
in three directions, following one of 
which, we heard the barking of a dog, 
and approached a rude timber hut; at 
the door was seated a little girl who 
told us in French, that all her friends 
were out wood-cutting. Rather inde- 
cisive we pushed on, and happily over- 
took a peon going to Cassaccia's farm. 

It was nigh eight o'clock when we 
arrived, and twilight enabled me to dis- 
tinguish ^s wild a group of Indians, 
Creole, and Italian peons as would have 
done honor to Salvator Rosa's creations. 
One of them was singing 'decimas' to 
the sound of a guitar, and while Sig. 
Casaccia jun. was aiding two colored 
women to prepare supper we sat in the 
^patio,' enjoying the fresh breeze. Stew- 
ed turkey, *asado* washed down with 
•carlon' wine, and sherry, gave me a 
favorable idea ot life in these wilds ; 
and after a varied conversation on cot- 
ton, tigers, Correntine belles, and rural 
imports, we retired to sleep in iron bed j- 
teads furnished with mosquito curtains. 
Before sunrise we were in the saddle, 
going in search of the cotton fields, 
which were situate on a gentle slope, 
close to the Parana bank, and covered 
about 35 acres (II cuadras). Thi:* 
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f comparatively large plantation was 
commenced just two months ago, onjtlie 
unifonn scale of leaving 5 feet between 
the plants, evei-y way. The numbpr 
of cotton-hills as counted, last Monday, 
hy order of Government appears ae 
71,000,but the owner calculates hO,OftO. 
I will pass over the five fields seria- 
tim. 

Ist. Correntine seed, 16,000. This 
lot (perennial) looked healthy, and was 
about 6 inches over ground, not yet in 
flower. No planis had missed, but 
weeds aboundec', &I recommended the 
owner to procure one of the American 
scarifiers mentioned in the pamphlets 
of the Association, and sold by Messrs 
CofEn of B. Ay res. 

2nd. Egyptian seed, 18,'' 00. This 
lot had twice utterly failed, the seed 
being supposed bad: the third sowing 
teingoflate, the plants were only a 
couple of inches high, and a few liad 
missed. The recent ploughing had left 
the ground pretty clean, and the s 
was a dark loam, 

3rd. Correntine seed.Ifi.OOO. Mi 
advanced than the last, and the lines 
very regular : not many weeds. 

4th, Egyptian seed, 14,000. None 
of these had shared the fate of No. H, 
being about 4 inches over ground. The 
soil was being turned up with a plough 
to cover the roots, and cut down the 
weeds. 

5th. New Orleans seed, 14,000. 
Very much like number 3, in condition 
but I advised Sig. Caaaccia to prefer 
the perennial classes, such as native 
and Egyptian. 

Sig-^Cassaceia is not alarmedfor wan 
of hands in the picking season, eb, be- 
sides his troupe of peons, he intends to 
hire some tame Indians of the Chaco. 
The yield ought to be close on l.%000 
lbs or 3S bales clean cotton, worth over 
•SOtU 


The estancia i' t.ll.'d La Costa, ai 
comprises nenrli two squnre leagues, of 
which a supertiiies of 500 acres is un - 
der cullivalion, betwreu cotton, maize, 
vines &c. When Sig. Cs-accia pur- 
chased it, four years ago, for ftJ.OtjO it 
was quite a wild, with only an old house 
and orange grove. This industrious 
man is a native of Genoa, and has kept 
a bakery here for ten years i during 
this time he has amassed a fortune of 
2,000 doubloons, ye: s ich is the miser- 
able state of our monetary market that 
he would find it difficult to raise a 
tenth of this bum by mortgage. He is 
building a fine two storey house, close 
to his 'atahona' (mill worked by horses), 
and at a short distance is the brick- 
kiln, capable of holding 40,000 bricks, 
which are sold at a doubloon per thou- 
sand. From hers is obtained a delight- 
ful view of the Parana. A aroall pad - 
die boat propelled by hand serves to 
convey the bricks to town. At 7 A. 
M. I bade adieu to the hospitable 
owner, and started in company with 
Mr. Lix, and a guide to the Lomas, 
famous cotton district, but my jourrij 
was attended with great mishapa,,: 
will be seen in the following letter. 


and 
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LOST IN THE WOODS. 

Corritntes, Dec. 3, 1863. 

'J'he scenery for about a k-agne after 
leaving Sig, Casaccia's was diversified, 
and little broken by human habitationE : 
meadows on which grazed some horned 
cattle and an occasional flock of fifty 
poor-looking sheep, trees of lofty stature 
such as timbd (useful for t bibles ami 
indoor objects), and lagoons of much 
extent studded with flowery islands. 
Our destination was the house of the 
.7usli(:e of the Peace, Sor. Sabao, at 
which we arrived, about nine o'clock, 
but found this gentleman had j 
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trifieiitis iTie dsiy previous. Mr. Lix 
asked il a bur could be procured to 
show me tliL' cotton plantBtions, but 
.TlthiTigh two fellows were lanily lying 
in the shade, they declared il impos 
Bible, and siii'veyed us contemptuously. 
He then asked permission of Sabao's 
wife to leave me, until he would go 
into the city, and send Sabao to be my 
conductiir. The old lady, with bare 
legs and bosom, at first demurred, but 
her daughter consented and handed me 
A chair, whereupon Mr. Lix, who was 
Jn a hnrry to reach his ofHce in the 
bank, took our guide and started for 
town. 

Justice Sabao'a dwelling was a 
wretched hut whose furniture consisted 
of a stretcher- bed, two tables, a long 
bench, a couple of chairs, and two large 
nails iiam which were suspended some 
arttcies of female finery, embroidered 
petticoats, &c. While I sat under the 
verandah smoking, the mother and 
daughter began to play at cards for a 
bottle of gin, and I was curious enough 
to look on: the game was called Viz- 
camhra, but as they chatted in Guarani 
1 could not pick it up. Another daugh- 
ter was working 'crochet' at the win- 
dow. The game aver, a servant 
came to cut down a piece of the ' cbar- 
que' or dried beef which hung from 
the roof, for breakfast. Presently how- 
ever the matron said " a storm is com- 
ing on." and in alarm I ran for my 
horse, fearful that the roads might be- 
comejimpasBable in case I was overtaken 
by bad weather. A lad coming up on 
horseback, I asked him if he weie going 
to Corrientes, to which he leplied 
" Yes, to-morrow morning." I offered 
him any money to accompany me, but 
he pointed to the dense black cloud 
and smiled. A terrible wind now arose, 
and people came running into the house, 
while the daughter begged of me not 
to risk my life in the desperate attempt 


to reach town, alone, pnd in the midst 
of a fearful storm. Shaking hands with 
her, like Excelsior, I mounted my horse 
and in less than a minute was galloping 
at full speed in the direction 1 had been 
told to follow. My horse seemed 
aware of the emergency and flew over 
the ground. Soon the track led into 
a dense thicket, where tigei's or high- 
waymen might find convenient shelter, 
and further on, close to a lagoon, I saw 
a splendid edifice, the country honse of 
ex-Governor Pampin. I had not rid- 
den more than a mile when the rain 
came down in torrents, for the flood- 
gates of Heaven were opened. An 
orange-grove and rancho soon offered 
an asylum, but I was already wet to the 
skin, being dressed in white clothes, 
and I was afraid to halt in (his condition. 
Coming to a part of the road entirely 
covered with water, my horse gPew 
timid and hesitated to proceed. Mean- 
time the thunder and lightning were 
terrific, and nothing but the feeling that 
my life was iu the hazard could have 
nerved me for the task. 1 pushed into 
the stream rapidly swelling with the 
rain, and safely reached the opposite 
side. Brushwood again shrouded the 
path, in which two horsemen could 
scarcely pass abreast, and I strained my 
eyes in vain for the sight of a human 
habitation. At times I had glimpses of 
a wild shrubbery all arouid, and the 
solitude made me quake with fear- To 
add to my difficulty the path made two 
turns, and by chance I took the left, 
plunging still deeper into the wood. I 
was just about to return on my atcps, 
when I heard the creaking moan of a 
troop of carts a little ahead. A few 
yards more brought me to a well-beaten 
road, along which my tired horse trot- 
ted through successive pools, till the 
dome of the Eosario church burst upon 
my view, for the storm had now abated, 
and the shower ceased. Entering the 
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town I met Sor. Torrent, who pitied 
my pliglit, ami ofiered me a servant to 
accompany me ia future, as travelling 
alone was dangerous. My revolver, 
watch, and ailk poncho were spoiled ; 
and if I had been attacked 1 *as per- 
fectly defRnceless. I treated the wh&ic 
thing as a joke, although in reality it 
was as trying a scene as ever I could 
have wished for fireside tales of ad- 
venture. 

Tiie story was quickly in every 
body's mouth, and H. E, the Governor 
wrote me a letter informing me ihat he 
had ordered Sor Sabao to place himself 
under my orders, to visit the planta- 
tions, furniahiug rae moreover with a 
horse- I met the Governor in the 
evening at Sor Alvarez' house, along 
with Mr. Pomberton (who is married 
to a niece of Sor Lagrana). He pro 
mised me an officer and servant, with 
hoiscs, to accompany me to Bella Vista, 
Cmpedrado, San Roque &c., on my 
return from Paraguay. 

Sor Sabao called on me this morning, 
and bpgged of me not to lake the trou- 
ble of visiting ihe plantations, as he 
was making up a return of the numbe>' 
of cotton-hills in the Loraas, which lie 
roQghly estimated at 800,000. I re- 
minded him that to procure such 
returns I need not have come to Corri- 
imtea, but simply written to "the Gover- 
nor; butthati wasresolved to inspect the 
principal plantatiopa personally. H< 
then proposed to start next week ; I 
Siid that i muat leave by Monday for 
Asuncion, und as the distance was uot 
over 5 to 7 leagues I would even start 
at once. Hereupon he told 
horse could be had before two diys, in 
spite of the Governor's promise, and at 
length to ray strong remonstrances 
consented to start to-morrow at sun- 

fMeJutim^ 1 oomplained to Mr. Bil- 
lingliurst of these delays and he has 


kindly voinnteered to take me to sxtme 
plantations, this evening, in his carriage. 
The spirit of procrasltnation is ten 
times stronger here than Ju B. Ayres, 
and matters of importance are put off 
till quite forgotten. Thi.i is very an- 
noying to a foreigner, wli') is not accus- 
tomed to spend one half the day sleep - 
5, and the other in smoking ba^ 

I attended the opening of the Pro- 
vincial Chamber on Tuesday, *hen the 
members were sworn iu : theie wi'r- 
but 3 speclutors. Last night the Gov- 
ernor's message was read : it speaks 
favorably of cotton -pi an ting, and says 
the present large plantations will bo 

ormoualy increased next year, the 
Government giving seed and land gratis. 

As I have yet a apare hour, 1 will 
give some more experiences of the peo- 
ple and country, both of which are so 
little known in JIuenos Ayres or in 
Europe. 

pRorinrcE of corriektes. 

Corrientes Dec. S. 18li3. 

This province includes a superficies 
of 6,000 square leagues, which is about 
the extent of England, and has a popu 
lation of 1:^0 to 150 lliouaand souls, of 
whom 16,00" are in the dialiict of the 
eapilai. It is in general level and well 
wooded and watered, no elevation 
reaching the height of 100 yards, while 
forests are frequently met iu the inte- 
rior and lining the banks of the princi- 
pal rivers, Parana, Uruguay, Sta Luci.i, 
Ccrrienles. Itatel, Mlriiiay, Empudrado 
and \quapey. There are tivo lagoons 
of great extent, Ybera and Malaya, to 
the north of the province. 

The climate is rather warm, the lati- 
tude being 27 to 3:J, longitude 55 to tiO, 
and it may be said there is no winter, 
for, at rare iuteivals is perceived a 
sliglit frost. I have not seen a sing'c 
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fir.j placr, the inhabitants being igno- 
ratitof (his *sine qua non' of English 
Gomfoi't. Sickness is lare^ except small 
poK, traces of which are visible on 
numerous persons I have met in the 
jiticets. The soil is most fertile, pro 
clucing in abundance the necessaries 
and luxurias of life : I have, however, 
noted that the flour comes from Rosario, 
as there is a prevalent idea, that wheat 
d(e8 not prosper, and other cereals, 
therefore, take its place.' Although the 
land ib eminently suited for agriculture, 
and most ef the country people have 
lai ge tracts under cultivation, the pas- 
tures are still more notable : instead of 
the *pasto fuerte' so objectionable to 
sheep farmers in Entre liios andBanda 
Orientaljthere is a fine, soft "gramilla," 
like artificial grass. The principal 
trees are the lapacho, ibapay and timbo, 
unknown elsewhere, the uandubay and 
algarrobo so much used in B. Ayres 
for posts and rafters, the espinilla an 
excellent firewood, several classes of 
pilms, the cactus, flowering aloe, 
orange, lime, citron, and gigantic cotton 
tiee. 'Ihe last often passes 10 feet,^ 
flourishing 20 or 30 years, and gives 
several pounds of first-rate cotton. 
Among the other products are maize, 
sugar-cane, aniseed, and a species of 
tobacco, which, grown in the district of 
liiachuelo, equals or surpasses the best 
of Paraguay. The territory of \lis- 
•iones, divided between Brasil, Para- 
guay, and Corrientes, produces the 
yerba from which we extract the grate • 
ful beveraje ' mate.' Want of commu- 
nication prevents the development of 
this industry, and the absence of pro- 
tective duties leaves Paraguay a profit- 
nble monopoly. The Yerbales are at 
present common property, but it i^s 
proposed to hand them over to a com 
pany of Buenos Ay rean capitalists, who 
will make them much more produc- 
tive; here however^ arises the question 


of traditional right by those poor fami- 
lies who must either be expelled or 
converted into peons. 

There is an abundant variety of In- 
dian fruits, with Guarani names, diffi- 
cult to remember or even to write dow)i, 
but well known for their luscious taste, 
fragrance, and suitability as preserve.*. 
The sensitive plant which folds up its 
leaves at the least touch is a great cu- 
riosity, and in the woods is a profusion 
of wild creepers, of delicious odor, 
which are easily transplanted, but u?i- 
fortunately little cared for. 

Serpents, wild cats, tigers, lions, and 
alligators are very numerous, but more 
alarming in name than reality ,as all flee 
on the approach of a man even unarm- 
ed. They commit ^reat depredations 
in hen roosts, and the serpents are so 
fond of milk that they suck the cows, 
without doing them any injury. 1 have 
been credibly informed of a snake suck- 
ing a woman's breast, while she was 
asleep,and it was with difficulty snatch- 
ed away before biting the unconscious 
female. Tiger hunting is a dangerous 
diversion : two men on foot armed se- 
verally with a gun and lance rouse the 
ferocious game ; while the beast is 
preparing to spring, the rifleman aims 
at his head, missing which the risk is 
terrible, for no sooner has the bullet 
gone forth than the tiger leaps through 
the smoke at the assailants, and then 
the lancer must come to the rescue. A 
good skin, measuring from 6 to 8 feet 
is sometimes worth a doubloon. The 
tiger kills an ox quite easily by spring- 
ing on his back, and tearing up the 
flesh of the neck : he can kill a man by 
a blow of his terrible claw. The Indian 
name is Yaguarete, but tigers seldom 
molest the high roads, or dwelling hou^ 
ses. The alligator is scarcely more 
formidable, being only a monstrous li- 
zard, 6 to 10 feet k'ng, and confining 

If 


bia Basguinsrf taste to small auiinala 
wliicli frequent ihe river sitle, 

I have already said that most of the 
inhabitants are occupied in ngriculturp, 
caltlc-rcaring-, cheese making, saladei'os 
iind tanneries: lliere are also sugar dis- 
til'erics whicli giro excellent molasses, 
niid yards for boat-buildini:, where nia 
iiy ol'tlie small cr.ifts of ihe Parana are 
constructed: I spoke, yesterday, with 
one of tliecarpeuters, a very iuteltigent 
native, who had serFcd 8 years in the 
i''rench dockyards 

This province is the 5th in size and 
3rd iu population, of the Argentine 
Republie, and probably the most fa- 
vored by Nature: it is divided into the 
J'oUowing 19 departments, Caj-ilal, Go- 
ya. Bella Vista, Saladas, San lioque, 
M uburucuya, Yguarete- Corra, !^an 
AIii;uel,Itati,Caacati,San Lnis, Esquina, 
M creed es.Curuzu Cuatia, liestauraeion, 
La Cruz. San Cosme, Slonte Cascros, 
iind Kmpedrado, most of which have 
distinct inLinicipalitics. 

The city of Corriertes was founded 

in 1858 by the brothers Alonzo nnd 
Juan de Vera, under the name "San 
Juan de Vera de las Siete Corrientes," 
for the Parana here runs in 7 rapid 
currents. The first settlement culy 
cimnted 28 fiiihting men, who being 
surrounded by tribes of hostile Guaycu- 
rua, entrenched themselves behind a 
palisade and mud bastion, about half-a- 
mile from the 'baranca' under whose 
shelter their ship lay at anchor. The 
site is now marked by a graceful column 
called ■ La Cms del milagro :' tradition 
aaya that here stood a large wooden 
cross, outside the fort, before which the 
garrison praytd, during their heroic 
resistance to the besiegers. The Indians 
supposing it possessed of a charm car- 
ried it .oil and tried to burn it, but in 
vaiotfoou after attacking ilie stockade 
they were dispersed by a stroke of 


lightning, end ihe caciques, with 
followers, immediately begsed the w ii- 
ters of baptism. In 1866 some exna/n- 
tora here discovered remains of an. iild 
clay entrenclimcnt, and nn Indian 
arrow whicii served to conflrm the tra- 
dition. 

Cerricnies ranks as a 4th city in the 
republic; it is distant about 270 leagncN 
orHOlMniltH from B. Ayrts, aud-mu 
thirdcf that distance Irom llie eapitai 
of Paraguay. The Government isies- 
tcd in a Governor, Chamber Lf 2-t 
Deputies, Supreme Judge, Chiel of 
Police. Justices of Peace, and mi.ior 
authorities called FiseaUand I'edanios. 
There are some foreign vicc-confiil;', 
but m British agent, since Mr liil- 
linghurst's resignation. The Govirn- 
ment house, regularly called 'the-iol- 
Icge,' having formeily belonged to tlic 
Jesuits, is a splendid ediiice : the 
court yard is plauieil iviih cotton i om 
samplcB used iLis year in trying the 
various seeds. 

The Correnlincs are well m ide, 
pleasing, intelligent, md kind tu sti.in- 
gers. They are also peaceable, but the 
country was a prey to civil war, dui'inu; 
their crusade against the tyrant liosa^. 
Three fourths of the people are colored, 
and usually speak Guarani, although 
also understanding Spanish : of il.c 
remainder a large portion is French or 
Italian. The young ladies are Tcry 
willy and engaging, and marriageable 
at 13 years; some of thcra play the 
piano tolerably, and embroider skilfully 
but this is almost the amount of their 
education. No lespeetable females 
smoke, but the lady of the house usual- 
ly invites you (to a cigar, when vitit^ 
ing ; whether owing to the heat of the 
weather or otherwise, I find mate very 
rare; The thermometer to d»y ' 
gone up to lOG. 
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CQTTOlf -FIELDS in the LOU AS. 


FropfMinl f«'»r aiii ru^lliih CoUou 

€<iloii)r. 

Corricntcs, Dec. 4th, 1863. 

I drove out with Mr. Billinghurst in 
his carriage yesterday, to visit his 
<|uinta» not quite two leagues from town. 
The country-houses cf the Meabe and 
Vivar families are on the road: they 
have no pretensions to show, or artistic 
merit, but the grouping of stately palms 
and orange groves surpasses any arti- 
ficial 'beauty. 

Mr.B.'shouseis almost hidden among 
orange trees, and the quinta is kept in 
first rate order. It covers seven cuadras 
(25 acres), and cost the handsome sum 
of S70U0 silver. When sold to the 
present owner, 1856, it contained 1000 
orange trees, valued generally at four 
to five dollars each : these trees were 
then thirty years old, before which time 
they are scarcely reckoned full-grown. 
A plantation of 60'J new trees, laid 
down the same year,is beginning to give 
signs of fruit. The date-palm on the 
other hand grows very rapidly : at the 
entrance is one planted by ^^r. B., which 
is now forty feet high, and bears under 
its leafy tuft clusters of fruit of excel- 
lent taste. 

In a small peach mount we found 
much ripe fruit, but it is smaller and 
even less savory than that of B. A yres. 
Persian limes, a sweet kind of lemon, 
^row well, but a pear and an apple tree, 
imported from B. Ayres, "were a com- 
plete failure* Bitter oranges of large 
irize were still deceiving the appetite 
with their golden display. A planta* 
tion of * mandioca' attracted my notice ; 
two women in bare feet, seemingly un- 
conscious of the neighbourhood of rep- 
tiles, were plucking up the farinaceous 
roots "which much resembls parsnips, 
and form a large item in South Ameri- 
can bills of fare. Mr. B. says it is the 


most profitable of all crops : he has dso 
a piece of ground under maize and 
melons, and says the whole yields him 
20 per cent, per annom interest on the 
value of the quinta. 

The cotton field covers nearly three 
acres, comprising 17,000 plants, a yard 
asunder, on all sides. It is New Orleans 
seed and was laid down two months ago, 
an odd plant having missed. It is rch 
markable that one half the plantation 
was a foot over ground, the plants be- 
ginning to bud, and the rest hardly two 
inches. This was caused by the latter 
being in very bad soil The whole was 
well wfeded. 

Mi. B. told me he had laid down 
another lot which entirely perish^, 
having been choked up with weeds at 
a tin}e when he could not spare hands 
This is a patent proof of the neces- 
sity of "azadas a caballo," which do the 
work of 20 men. I told Mr. B. he had 
planted too closely, but he wished, he 
said, merely to experiment, and en- 
courage his neighbours. His partner 
(Sor Lotero) has also planted ^ome 
8,000 cotton hills. In the saine dis- 
trict we find ex governor Faiiipin ^th 
a Email plantation, looking very well ; 
and further on, near Riachuelo, Sig. 
Ghigliasso has about 40,000 plants in 
favorable condition, Sor Vivar was 
very unlucky : he planted 70,000, last 
October, of all which failed ; he tried 
again, with hardly better success, and 
only a few plants have survived, the 
fault being, as helhinks^ in the quality 
of the seed. 

In our return we called at Sor Ava- 
lo'fl, where the Governor's aide-de-camp 
and horse were %> aiting in the patio. 
On the azotea we found H. E. along 
with Sres Avalos and Calvo. The 
conversation turned on traction engines, 
road making, and cotton : also on the 
proposals just received,from an English 
iirm, to throw iron bridges across th# 


vaiios 'Arroyos,' and light tlie capital ( 
Tith {ifls. Tlio Governor further ex- 
pressed his readiness to give a subven- 
tion to a Diligence Co : as yet there is 
no regular public conveyance in the 
province, 

Kor Avalos shewed me a bsautiful 
lace shawl, quite equal to anything I 
had seen of Valenciennes. Brussels, or 
Limerick workmanship. The material 
wasaivcry fine native cotlon, and a 
«eloftiny fingers had been two years 
busy in its production. 

Last night the Governor's aide-de- 
camp waited on me, offering me one of 
llis E.xcellency'e horses, for a ride out 
to Colonel Solano's plantation, before 
day break. I consented to acconip^ny 
liira, but another torrent of rain dis- 
concerted my plans. Since 2 o'clock 
this morning it has rained incessantly, 
■nd with difficulty J have contrived to 
pay afew vis'ts in town. The state of 
the roads is now so awful that I fear 1 
ehall not have a chance of sccin'j any 
more cotton before my return from I'a- 
ra^uay : Heave for Asuncion on Mon- 
day. I liave written a long article, in 
Spanish, for the local paper, giving the 
natives an idea of the utility of cotton- 
planting and some special hints suitable 
10 the circnmstances of time and place. 

The Minister of GovernmenC having 
expressed a wish to see me, Mr, Lix 
conducted me to his residence, this 
evening, and I have returned with the 
conviction that Or. Cantelino is the 
main spring of all those pro;;ressive 
measures which reflect such credit on 
Sor Lagraru'g fl^overnment. He is a 
•harp, active, little man, of about 3> 
years, not displaying any of those indi- 
cations of genius to be expected in the 
ruler of a great empire, but apparently 
earnest and honest enough to form an 
cicelleiit local magistrate. Ha expres- 
ses his glalness at my mission, and 
high hopss for the realizatioi) of uni- 


versal cotton pUniing, He asked ine 
if the Cotton Supply Association woidil 
send out colonists in ca'ie the Govcrji- 
ment of Corriento oft'ere t grants of 
land ^ I replied that it was very doubt- 
ful ; the Association having been alrea- 
dy much biamed for not providing 
thoui^ands of the starving operatives 
with a free passage to the Colonies : 
that I would ho\Tever transmit to 
Manchester any proposal on the sub- 
ject, which H. E. might choose to 
make. 

He then indicated the new town of 
Pueblo Livalle, with 1 01) farm lots of 
30 acres (i) cu.idras) each, which the 
Government iij ready to bestow in fee 
on 100 English families, who will plant 
cotton thereon fir at least three years. 
The site cauld not be better, as 1 have 
described in a former letter, being on 
the banks of the Parana, about three 
leagues above Goya, 'i'ho Government 
will guarantee their perfect sccnriiy, 
and help the colonists to build a church 
and schooL of iheir persuasion, aiding 
them in every manner within the means 
of a limited treasury, and engaging \o 
tow their vessel from the mouth ol th« 
Plate to iheir destination. Timber 
aboun'U in the neighbourhood, for 
hou?e-buiiding; meat can readily he 
procured at the saladero, hard bv, 
where the men could, moreover, earn 
something as peons, the women might 
lucratively occupy [henisclves cheese- 
making, and the natural port of La • 
valle offers every facility lor the importi 
and exports of the community- 

i asked the Minister for an ofHcial 
return of the cotton newiy planted this 
season, and this he has promised to 
procure me, by sending a circular, 
ad hoc, to the Justices of Peace, X 
mentioned that Pn- Camelino is un- 
popular ; this is owing to a petty loc.il 
jealousy, because he happens to be a 
native of Buenos Ayren, instead of 


tcatt Ol I 


Corrientes. He is a decided friend to 
cotton, and will probably lend his in> 
fluence in favour of Sr. Aguilar's new 
project, to vote $5000 dollars for the 
purchase of Egyptian seed next year. 


A ronud of vHIt*, amateur, 

lhealrical« dcr. 

The social circle is here so limited 
and unuscments bj scarce that the 
inhabitants endeavour to make up for 
the deficiency, by cherishing a high 
flow of spirits, and fteling aa happy as 
possible. On Wednesday evening I 
visited the Vivar family, and the ladies 
Icept up a running fire of rapid questions 
about my ideas of Corrientes, and the 
ctutoms in B, Ayrea. On Thursday 1 
waB introduced to the Mdlles. Labougle, 
nieces to the Oovemor ; they are ex- 
ceedingly handeome and lady-like, and 
of French extraction, as are also iheir 
(onains the Perichons. With these 
latter, M. Bonpland, the companion of 
Hamboldt, lodged for many years, after 
his escape fiom Francis's dungeons in 
Paraguay ; they tell me the great 
French botanist led a very humble life 
refusinz to go back to his native conn. 
Iry, when his beloved patroness was 
(leadffor he would burst into tears at 
the very nameof Josephine. Ueedded 
immense acquisitions to the science of 
botany, among the varied productions 
of this tropical clime, and (eft precioue 
M8S. in charge of fc meJPericbone who 
delivered them up to the French gov- 
ernment, receiving a flattering acknow- 
ledeement in reply. Saturday even- 
ing I spent with Mr. BiUinghursI, who 
ha:j an elegantly furnished houtic: his 
lady is head of the "Sociedad de Beni- 
ficenciu," and his daufjhter plays some 
opera-piecei* very well on the jtiano. 

A piano-teacher is mnch wanted 
l>err,and coald easily cam 8 to 10 doub- 


loons a month. The 'ast. an Enzlish- 
man, who was here, used occasionally 
to give operatic representions, but 
being atta':lfed with the spleen, went 
away quite suddenly. There is a girls' 
school kept by Mrs Morgan, but it i» 
dilhcult to find a pupil for French or 
English, the Correntinns having no 
ambition to acquire foreign languages. 

List night I went to the theatre 
where a performance was given by 
amateurs, not so bad as mi/ht be ex- 
pected. The edifice is like our Victo 
ria theatre of B. Ayres, and capable of 
holding about 800 persons, but there 
was not half that number present. The 
ladies were dressed in low muslin bodi- 
ces,having roses in their hair, and look- 
ing very well. I was introduced to 
most of them by Deputy C<ibral and 
the editor of the progreso, going about 
from box to bos until the function ter- 
minated at ] A. M. The repertoire 
included some 'vaudevilles' translated 
tram the French, a bolero dance, and 
some pieces of music played by tho 
band of Colonel Lezica's Tch battalion. 

On returning to my hotel I found 
Governor LagraHa's card, for he had 
kindly called to visit me, as I was to 
leave to-day for Asuncion. I had in- 
tended to make an excursion yesterday 
to San Luis, 7 leagues out, and the 
Governor's aide dc-camp w.is to at- 
tend me, but another fearful rain storm 
fell on Saturday night, which again 
frustrated my plans. 

1 breakfasted yesterday with Dn. 
Carlos Lix, on preserved beef.for which 
he is E^cttin? out a patent, to send it to 
the Kngllsh markets. His process 
mostly consists in steaming, which 
reduces the meat to a kind of cake 
resembling Virginia tobacco in appear- 
ance. The smell of it when cooked is 
strong but not offensive' and the taste 
excellant, bring frrsh and juicy. He 


has no fears whatever of ilB arriving in 
bad conilition, ami can offer it for sale 
in Liverpool at 3 pence per pound ; 
one pound of this cxlract is equal to 
three of meat. Mr. Lix is the most 
po ahead man here: lie is acorrespon. 
dent of the Cotton and /IcclimHtizHtion 
societies, being a strenuous Bupporter 
of Gossypium, and ia ihe introducer of 
silkworms: he is now about lo import 
a breed of those wonderful Chi'iesc 
hteep, which have Q lambs yearly. 

Mr. Pemberton, a pupil of the re- 
Jlo^>■ned college of Slone yhurst, Introdu- 
ted me to several native gentlemen of 
polite manners who congratulated me 
«a my effortsfor cotton planling. Jlr. 
V. is a candidate for municipal honors, 
being generally respected. On Sunday 
we took a stroll as far as the battery, a 
charming tnte north of the town, now 
occupied by the baiTaeks nnd drill- 
giound of the 7lh batt. Formerly some 
^UDSwtre planted on the "barranca, 'hut 
now it is ihe resort of peaceful cilizcns, 
and charming Gorrentine belles, when 
Colonel Lezica's band plays at the 
b.irrack gale. The musicians are bare- 
footed and not very expert, awaiting 
the arrival of a band-master from H. 
Ayrea. l.he battalion, 200 etrong, ii 
composed of youn^ recruits, who art 
pelting well disciplined under Colonel 
Lezica's orders. 'Ihis officer shewed 
nie an extraordinary saddle cloth, thi 
hide of an animal found in the upper 
provinces, called 'perico ligero' : the 
fur presents the appearance of ostrich 
feathers, but underneath is a liind of 
fine wool. 

Alarming news arrived here lately 
from Goya, of a typhoid fever which 
was said to carry off' a dozen persons 
daily : this was, however, a gross esag- 
};eration, some 200 cases having appear- 
td, but only i proving fatal. 

Ihe principal phyaician there is Dr. 


Newliirk.a Canadian gentleman, who 
passed his examinatif n here ]au week : 
average income, lam told, is S 51 
per month. It seems Goya is unfa- 
vorably situated near the low banks of 
Sta Lucia, and after rainy weather a 
miasma prevails, which itid'iced the 
Government to advise llie removal of 
the town, offering a subsidy for the 
purpose, but this was refused. 

The Government mcssBfie furntdea 
minute details respecting the condition 
f the several districts of the province. 
The postal service is in a miserable 
state, having scarcely half the requinitc 
ber of horses ; this evil is fell the 
B as there is no public convey- 
ance of any kind, and a traveller often 
tinds it difhcull to borrow horses. A 
weekly mail is despatched to 'I ucuman 
from Corrientes to the various depart- 
ments, 'ihere are, generally, schools 
for both sexes, althouf^h not ahvuya in 
distinct edihcev, and some villages even 
want churches, Ihe divine ceremonies 
beiu^ performed in private houses. 
The police force seems inadequate only n 
dozen men for a large district, and the 
rural juatices hare to pay, out of their 
own pocket, for office-materials, receiv- 
ing no salary. 'J he sale cf private 
lauds during the last 10 n-onths was as 
follows 71 lots comprising 99 square 
leagues were sold for a gross sum of 
lb'5,3C0 dols, about l.GOO dols. per 
league : this, however, is an increase of 
S4cols per league on the prize realized 
in 1862. Properly tax and police-fees 
constitute one third of the revenue 
and amount to S8,000 dols : income 
for 18U3, 113,427 dols outlay 302,007 
dols nationdl subsidy GfilS dols. 1 
lind 14,010 dols devoted to public ins- 
truction, SOOO posia] service, (J,00O 
pensions, 4,000 public works, 15,0(0 
police, 1000 church service, 9,(00 
justice, 8,0i'0 customs officers, 5,000 
printing office, 4,000 bank and lO^OCU 
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surplus. It IS universally admitted that 
whatever the Governor's other qualities, 
may be the present is a strictly honest 
sidministration, the public rents being 
in a more flourishing condition than 
tbey have been for many years. 

There is a Club house, called 25 de 
Mayo, but at present suffering' a state 
of collapse, as the weather is too hot 
for either dancins: or politics, and the 
saloons are deserted. Close to the 
beach is an eld house with stone front 
and allegorical figures, bearing the date 
1 780, a vestige of the colonial regime : 
I remark that most of the two -story 
rdifices have been put up within the 
last 10 years. The police office and Ca- 
pitania are small private houses, as also 
the public schools : the bank is situated 
in the Government house. The post 
office is a model of neatness and regu- 
larity, near the theatre, and the Admi- 
nistrator, Sor. Alvarez, deserves much 
praise for reforming this department, in 
wh'ch, I am happy to learn, Sor. Posa- 
dos, the post master-cfeneral,lent every 
assistance. Two photographers are at 
]»rebcnt driving a first-rate business,and 
albums aie found m every house : Le- 
zica's battalion has lately been taken 
€fi fnasse. 

Among our recent arrivals is a mis- 
sionary from the Gran Chaco who has 
built a chapel among the Indians, and 
labors to convert them. As yet I have 
not hoard that he is very successful, 
and indeed the wild, brutal aspect of 
these people would deter any but a very 
zealous apostle. Ihey disfigure their 
faces in a shocking manner by tatooing 
the cheekjjust under the eye, and with 
their long coarse hair, half naked bo- 
dies, uncouth gait, and n aniac ex* 
pression, they seem an inferior order of 
humanity. Nevertheless they are the 
best peons to be found, and perfectly 
harmless, given however to petty theft. 
Every morning ihey come over in their 


canoes, and are obliged to return to 
their woods, by sundown. Most peo- 
ple concur in the opinion that they might 
be turned to great use by mild treat- 
ment. 

The Minister has just called to bid 
me good-bye. I promised my kind 
friends here to remain a few days 
on my* return from Asuncion. The 
Paraguayan steamer is not expected 
until the 9th, but due to-day : I am 
thereby prevented making any excur* 
sion, lest I lose my passage. My friends 
here have provided me wiih a dozen 
letters of recommendation to influential 
parties in Paraguay. 


THE RITJBR PARAOVAT. 

Corricntes to Tilla Franca- 

On board Rio Ayra, 

Within the memory of the oldest 
inhabitant, the rivers Parang and Para- 
guay have never been so low as at 
present: consequently most of the steam 
boats have lately run aground, and with 
difiiculty got off, after longer or shorter 
delays. I had taken my passage per 
Ypora which was due at Corrientes on 
the 7th inst, and remained for six days 
a close prisoner in my hotel, hourly 
expecting by day and night to hear the 
whistle, this being the only notice givon 
to Passengers. On Sunday evening, 
iSth inst, I ventured out .to visit the 
Labougle family, and suddenly, about 
10 oVlock the shrill signal was heard 
The night was very dark and with 
difficulty I made my way to the hotel 
and [thence to the beach t {he Tpora's 
lights shewed her to be some .400 yards 
from the shore. The agent's boat was 
already gone, and no othec.:. could be 
found at that hour. At length some 
obliging individuals of aquaitic pursuits 
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produced a catoe, in which, even in 
ilay-tirac, no sage man wonld trust 
himself unlets prepared for a dive. A 
strong current was, mtreover, running, 
and my friends Alvarez and Garcia at 
once declined risking their lives to 
accompany me on board. My country- 
man, Mr. Pemberton, was more heroic, 
and we pnshedoff fiom the shore with 
a certain unpleasant feeling, for, each 
stroke of the oars made the cauoe treni 
ble, and I dreadeulesCsome one should 
rough violently or make the least 
movement, which must have precipita- 
ted us into the current 

At midnight we got under weigh and 
I began to reconnoitre the accomtnoda- 
tions and passengers. The cabin waa 
HO confined that all hands adjourned to 
the quarter deck : we were nine ,in 
number, D. Caudido Barrciro, a young 
man wIjo had just finished a course of 
legal studies in London, returning to 
his native country. Sar Esqutr, a 
Spanish merchant resideu'. at Asuncion, 
Mr. Alherton from Buenos Ayres about 
to establish a house of business in I'ara- 
jinay. Dr. Arze, Bolivian minister, 
with two attaches. A I3tazilian horse- 
dealer from San Paolo en route for 
Cuyaba, and a Prussian jeweller, 

We passed the Tres Bocas, or con- 
fluence of the Parana and Paraguay, 
before dawn, and were unable to ap- 
pi'eciate the famed beauties of this 
locality ; but, sunrise revealed to us a 
lovely picture of river scenery f.ir 
superior to anything yet seen, and 
everv ben J of the stream added a fresh 
oharm to the perspective. At 6 o'clock 
we passed a military picket on the 
right bank ; these lancnos garrisoned 
by a dozen soldiers.arc lound at regular 
distances, generally surrounded by 
inai^e plaatation** and furnished with a. 
taiioe, keeping a strict look-out against 
ihc Chaco Indians, and comniijnicating 
d»i!y one with another, 


About 8 o'clock wc sighted the 
cburch-towi-rs ofHumaita, and a auo- 
ceasiun of formidable batteries frownett 
on us, as we passfd under their range : 
they are placed on a slight eminence, 
and seem guns of large calibre. Kirsi, 
four batteries a la barbette, covered 
with straw sheds which can be removed 
at a moments notice : then, a long cast- 
mate mounting 16 guns, with bomb- 
proof roof, and finally two more bar- 
bette batteries, making up a total of 
7S guns. As the canal runs close to 
the bank, any vessel, unless iron-plated, 
attemping lo force a passage must be 
sunk by the raking and concentrated 
fire of :his Ibrtitication, which is the key 
to Paraguay and the upper rivers. 

The captain of the port conveyed ua 
ashore, and shewed us three erioriaous 
rigers belonging to the President, each 
of which ale a calf for its brcakfacU 
We proceeded to view the encampmi-nt; 
a cksf d'of-iiorc, rather more re»ein- 
bling Aldnrshntt or the Uurrxgh than 
anything South imerican. Htre are 
quarters far 12,00 I troops, though the 
usual garrison does not exceed half th*t 
number. The neatness, order, and 
industry here observable make a happy 
impression on the visitor. The Ion; 
linea of cavalry, infantry, and artill'l'y 
barracks, the officers' quarter;*, curate 'h 
house, and President head quarters are 
solid bnck edifices, which cover nn im- 
mense extent of ground, wiih iho 
church in the centre, and the women's 
encampment on the rear. Seniincia 
are met at every corner and the troops 
relieve each other at work, building 
sheds, fetching wood &c. The «ol. 
diera arc fine-looking men, tall, athle. 
tic, and well disciplined, wearing red 
coats and cloth caps, but mostly bare, 
fooled. The church is n splendid edifice 
with three towers the middle one being 
120 or 160 feet high: the interior U 
neat, and a coloaniidc runs around Aib 
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exterioi- ; [here are four large bells, 
hung frt/in a woaden scaffolding, one 
bearing the inscription "SancCe Carole, 
ora pro nobis " Tiie churcb ii dedica- 
ted to St, Charles : the late President's 
name was Carlos Antonio. In l^altbis 
site was a thick jungle infested witii 
tigers and the late ruler set about coii- 
vertina; it into its present important 
condition. 

Our breakfast on board the Ypora 
was miserable : beans, oysters, sausa- 
^■eB &c; there was no fresh meat for us 
although the President's tigers did not 
come short of their allowance. We 
were transhipped to the Rio Appa, a 
small steamer, not much bigger tlian a 
whale boat, which drew only 40 inches 
of water. Having an accession of three 
passengers, two ladies and an officer, 
we were closely packed, the cabin hav- 
ing seven berths, and one of the fair 
passengers appropriating mine. An 
awning was put up on deck, but the 
sparks from our furnaces (for we burned 
wood), soon made it a complete sieve, 
and three men. with wet clothf, were 
employed in extinguishing them. The 
heat was intolerable, and the prospect 
of two days' navigation in this maimer, 
little less than a positive torture. 

In the afternoon we passed the mouth 
of Rio Vermejo, which is about cOO 
yards wide, and bordered by a dense 
foliage ; we saw two Indians fishing 
with nets, the first iadigeuous popula- 
lation of the Gran Chaco yet met with. 
After passing a number of picquets we 
.irrived, 3 p. m. at Villa Pdar, where 
our fair friends left us. The town stands 
a mile inland, presenting a good appear- 
ance, but the great heat deterred me 
from landing. It is the chief town of 
a district comprising 1GO,000 inhabi- 
tanis, and was the commercial empori- 
nm of the republic, when Asuncion was 
closed to all strangers, but has now lost 
much ofits importtnce. It is itillthe 



third city of the republic, with a popu- 
lation of 8 to 10 thousand souls, and a 
church dedicated to the Virsin of 
Pilar. ^ 

In another hour we were again 
steaming up the river, and soon came 
abreasiof theTibiquari, a large stream, 
which rises in the Ycrbales or mdte 
fields of Misiones. and after a course of 
10 k miles falls into the Paraguay at 
this place. By sunset we reached Villa 
Franca, a village whose district only 
counts 10 Ihousand inhabitants : with- 
out dropping anchor we threw thu 
mail bags into a small boat manned by 
soldiers. The evening was cool and 
delightful, and we retired to rest, on 
deck, with anticipations of a pleasant 
day, the morrow, when— hallo ! we're 
a,!,'round, and as the night is dark, there 
is no hope of getting oflf till davbrcak 
if then. 

XHE RITER PARAOITAV, 

Villa Frnu<m to jtMiinclou. 

in front of Asuncion 

Dec. Itith 18!)^ 
On yesterday morning we were 
lucky enough to get afloat, and conti- 
nued our course without interruption 
until reaching Villa Oliva, where two 
Italian vessels lay weather bound in 
voyage for B. Ayres, The place is a 
mere hamlet, the population of the 
district not exceeding b,O0O souls. It 
has, however, a church called 'el Rosa- 
rio,' and public schools, for, religion and 
instruction are better attended to here 
than in most countries, and it is almost 
impossible to find a Paraguayan who 
cannot read and write, and explain the 
Christian Doctrine. Here we stopped 
to take in fresh beef and fire wood : an 
ox was dragged down to the river 
side, and quickly despatched. Within 
a few minutes the hide was taken oft' 


and the dissected quarters conveyed on 
board, while the garrison supplied iis 
with fuel. A number of women scantily 
dressed divided the remnants of beef 
abandoned by our butchers, and chil- 
dren of both sexes bathed and sivam 
about near the hank, perfectly naked. 
I have already remarked that the com- 
plexion of the natives is seldom dark, 
and sometimes aa fnir as among the 
northern nations of Europe. In gene- 
ral they are so sun burnt as toapproach 
an olive color, but not more so than if 
descended from white biood; negroes 
and mulattoes are very rare. 

We spent the evening, watching the 
shoals of alligators on either bank : 
sometimes as many as a dozen were 
basking together in the sun, and I ob- 
served a few measuring seven or eight 
feet in length. They lie motionless, 
like a log of wood, with their jaws ex- 
tended shewing two alarming rows of 
teeth. The body is black and seaty 
like a tortoise, with four short En-like 
legs, and they (>lide into the water with 
great ease. Carpinchos or sra hogs 
may be seen in close proximity appar- 
rently on good terms with the"Yacares," 
for this S. American crocodile confines 
his taste to iiah, although, in the marshes 
of the interior, a red species has been 
known to devour children, 

Our passengers having little else to 
do begin to talk about their several 
sifl'airs. The horse dealer narrates his 
journey from San Pablo toCuyaba, 250 
leagues, most of the way being through 
Indian territory : he usually lakes 5tiO 
horses worth £10 each, and with the aid 
of SO peoDB drives them through rivers, 
pldns,and forests to Cuyaba. where they 
fetch 4 100 each. The journey occu- 
pies four months, during which one 
fourth of the animals perish: the peon's 
wages is a doubloon per month. The 
profit however would be much greater if 
he could get permission from Pres. 


Lopez to convey hoises over land from 
Corrientes, a. lie intends to solicit, a 
Paraguayan having cleared £0,000 dol. 
in this manner. 

Sor Harreira has been six ye ra ab- 
sent from home, during which time he 
has become quite an Englis^hmnn, full 
of British ideas, and well coiiveisant 
with our forensic literature : he intends 
returning to England after a. few 
months. 

Dr. Arze has great hopes for the 
navij:taiion of the Pilcomayo, which 
would make Asuncion the entrepot of 
Bolivian products. The Yungas coSee 
is really excellent, and from what a 
have tasted, I fancy it equal to the beet 
Mocha. The cigars are also very good 
and the present mission promises im- 
portant results for Bolivia, and the 
mercantile world. The minister informs 
me that the indigenous cotton of his 
country is similar to that of Corrientes, 
and the industry has fallen away since 
the War of Independence. The cost of 
freight, meantime, banishes the hope of 
developing Cotton in that remote 
country, 

A thick fog settled down this morn- 
ing, when we approached Villeta, and 
^ L' came to anchor, (he pass being very 
bad. The military captain went ashore 
rcEolved to finish his journey (7 leagues) 
on horseback. Throwing out two 
anchois we contrived to drag the ves- 
sel for several yards, over the bank, and 
soon reached deep water. The scenery 
became more diversified, and resembled 
the views I have seen of the lakes in 
Cumberland, except that at times a state- 
ly palm stood ibrth as an emblem of 
the tropics. 

The peak of LambarS is enchanting, 
with its cone-like elevation clad in lux- 
uriant foliage, raising its lofty form to 
the clouds. After the flat landscapes of 
B. Ayres, it is refreshing to sec 8 moun- 
tain, and Lambare is a welcome sight 




W the tfaveller. The Edjactnt village 
is a suburb lo the capital, remarkable 
for its church and cemetery- 

(Jn the left bnnk we see the mouth of 
the Pilcomayo, a mighty tributary over 
1500 miiee long, which rises near the 
city of Chuquisaca, traverses an immense 
part of Holivia, and finally passes 
through the Chaco. 

Presently a couple of barlttte bate- 
rics announce our proximity to the 
capital, and the cavalry barracks are 
already discernible. A bend in the 
river brings us at once in full view oi 
Asuncion, seated on a hill side sloping 
I down to the bank. On the right is the 
iirsenal, with its red roofs and tail-chim- 
neys, and some workmen are actively 
employed cons^tructing the floating dock. 
In front is the new Custom house, a 
mogniflcent structure of one story, form- 
ing a large quadrangle and surrounded 
by a fin« Moorish colonnade. The 
house of ihe President's youngest inn- 
thcr, two stories, commands attention, 
and then the eye wanders over a diver, 
sity of white walls and tile-roofs irre- 
gulariy grouped, amid which the church 
towers, barracks, and railway station 
stand prorairent, and the view is boun- 
ded by a zone of country houses tcrmi 
nating, on the extreme left with the 
Trinidad church, whore the late Prcsi- 
tlent is interred. The Chaco is here 
open and presents handsome meadows, 
the river is not wide, but the port good, 
and a number of sailing vessels and 
steamers are anchored close to land. 

A gangway is thrown on shore and 
the passengers are making their way to 
the Capitania, so that I must postpone 
my impressions of the Paraguayan me- 
tropolis for the next letter, 

Fint Imprciiioiis of Aaunciou. 

Hotel de France, 
Asuncion, Dec 29th, 1863. 
It was about noon when I landed in 


limine to pay my respects to the 
Capitania. The heat was awful, yet 
several women were washing linen on 
the beach, without any protection from 
the sun. I could not find a porter and 
was obliged to carry my travelling bag 
some distance to the depot for exami- 
nation. Neither at Marseilles nor else- 
where have I seen so strict a search : 
the ofhcial turned up shirt-collars and. 
examined newspaper wrappers for boots, 
as if impregnated with treason. It 
seems the great danger is Spanish pub- 
lications, for 1 understand the 'Tribuna' 
is not allowed circulatioD until otGcially 
read, and a ' Corieo de Ultramar* was 
taken from one of the passengers to be 
sent lo the censor. I gave up a num- 
ber of sealed letters, not wishing to run 
the risk of smuggling, and was informed 
that before 24 hours every new comer 
must present himself at the Policia. 'Ihe 
officer also told mc I must take my 
doubloons to the Treasury to be weigh- 
ed, but as my purse was not heavy I 
disregarded the intimation. 

Trudging through a sandy soil, I set 
out for the Club and found the street 
deserted, it being the hour for siesta. 
Ihad walked about a mile, carrying my 
carpet-bag, under a scorching sun, for 
the side-path afforded no shade, when 
I met a man who took mc for the Boli- 
vian minister, and insisted on conduct- 
ing mc to his house. I stoutly refused, 
although ready to faint from exhaustion, 
and after a few minutes arrived at the 
Club. Here I found every room occu- 
pied, and had to start again in quest of 
an hostelry. 

After a refreshing sleep, I rose at 4 
p.m., and went to visit the arsenal, dis- 
tant about half a league. It is difficult 
to say whether this useful institution 
reflects more credit on the progressive 
Government of Paraguay or on the 
lific chief, Mr. Whytehead, and 
his able assistants. 
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I met a troop of soldiers carrying 
timber and other materials for building, 
one of whom directed my steps through 
the labyrifllh of factories, forges, and 
naw edifices which surround the prin- 
cipal workshop, I entered one place, 
apparently a saw-niiil, where some 
EiigliEhmen were at work, and then 
passed through a spacious building 
nearly finished, where the new forges 
are to be planed. At length I met the 
manager, Mr. Marshall, who invited 
me to wait until Mr. Whytehead should 
arrive. Meantime tha foreman, Mr. 
Grant, nndertook to show me the pre- 
mises. I know nothing of mechanical 
skill : suffice it to say that I saw the 
implements for constructing steamers, 
casting cannon ; making stoves, agricul- 
tural instruments, bells, engines, &c. 
All kinds of wood and iron work are 
here accomphshed : a portable engine 
turns a number of bands, each working 
some intricate piece of machinery. 
There are three large furnaces, and a 
steam-hammer, and the noise reminds 
one of home, for Buenos Ayres cannot 
boast such a school of industry. I saw 
metal pillars for a portico being turned 
out, and gun-carriages in construction, 
besides a locomotive under repair. This 
arsenal has built six of the eleven 
steamers of the republic which ply upon 
our rivers, the last being the Ygurey, 
and a seventh is now in construction. 
The floating dock is progressing, and 
when finished will be a great additional 
advantage. There are over 150 hands 
employed in the arsenal, of whom the 
majority are natives, about 30 being 
Englishmen, and a few French, Italians, 
and Germans. The greatest order 
prevails throughout. The native who 
stabbed Messrs. Whytehead and Grant 
has been recently shot. It is not 
true that the natives receive no pay : 
even boys earn 18 pence per day, and 
men in proportion. When the new 


offices are completed, this will he^ 
grand arsenal, and the flre-eaters of 
Uuenos Ayres who may be suffered 
to pass Humaita can learn an instructive 
lesson in this " retrograde'' country. 

On Thursday I rode out with Dr. 
Skinner to Mr. Whytebead's charming 
country house, situated on an eminence 
above the city. The view is one of the 
most delightful that can be imagined. 
As an instance of the excessive heat I 
may state that the thermometer at 5 p. 
m. marked 94 in the shade,having fallen 
three degrees since 3 p.m. This house 
is one ol the oldest in Asuncion, being 
shewn in maps of the last century : oii 
one of the heams is engraved "XX 
Octubre l(i33." From here we descen- 
ded to the residence ol Messrs. Buric'l 
and Valpy, chief engineers of tho rail- 
way, and after a short visit, proceeded 
to a native house, where my compamon 
introduced me as the new Irish minis- 
ter. The ladies enquired particularly 
after M. Lefebie de Becour and other 
diplomatists, all of whom I assured 
them were in excellent health. 

The hour for morning calls begins at 
6 o'clock, and early on Priday I pre- 
sented several letters of introduction. 
Don Carlos Saguier promised to present 
me to the President, but his Excellency 
has been unwell, and sent me word that 
he would be happy to see me after 
Monday C2lst). From 11 till 5 all the 
houses are closed, and nothing is done. 
In the evening 1 went to visit Mme, 
Gonzalez and her attractive daughters 
(nieces to the Finance minister'), and 
if I judge the fair sex by this specimen 
the Porte&as have reason to be jealous 
of their Paraguayan sisters. 

Don Candido Barreira conducted me 
on Saturday to visit the Minister of f. 
AffairsjSor. Berjes,who entered warmly 
into my views on cotton, plan ting, and 
promised me an attendant who would 
chew me lome plantations. He shewed 


I mh a letter from Messrs, BIyth (^genlj 
in England) conveying an offer, from a 
Mnnche.fter house, of tii pence per lb. 
for any amount of native colton. He 
added that the oilicial report: sent me 
by the editor of the ' Sijraanario.' ehcw- 
ing 1,50 >,0>iO 'lines' of cotCoD-pIiints, (lid 
not include wh^t was sown after Sept 
30th ; aod I have dates lo Biippose tha^ 
the plantation this year exceedii oni 
huTidred andfifty million o( hilk. 

Thid morning' I went by first train 
to ItauguA, in company with Mr. Vilpy 
If I have time before the mail goe*. 1 
willgiveadeBcription of this charming 
trip and of the cotton fields I saw there 


Asuncion Dec. 22iid 1853. 
On the feast of the Assumption of the 
Virgiii (Aug. 15th) l^)36lhig city was 
founded by a Spanish offiLcr, named 
Ayolas. nilh 3U » men. Siucy that 
lime the world has undergone many 
changes, but the capital of this rt-mote 
country is still a village io point of eize 
and important, and is probably ihe 
most antique looking place in S. Am- 
erica. Du Graty estimates the popu- 
lation at 48,UU0, but even including 
the suburbs it cannot amount to one 
half that figure. The housps stretch 
out in uneven lines from Lb? coast, 
covering the sides and aci'livities of 
two hills, and forming blocks of 85 
yards square, with streets 15 yards 
tride, There are scarcely any '.lioteas' 
tile roofs being gen<^ral and Eometimes 
corridors in front of the houses which 
are usually one story. Side paths are 
cominginto fashion, but as yet very 
irregular, and the streets are so many 
sand pits, into which the pedestrian 
sinks above bis ankles at every step, 
while riding on horseback is almost as 
tiresome. 



( The shops are miserable stores, re- 
sembling those of the ciini|i towns of 
\i. Ayres, only rather worse, ihe estab- 
lishment of a Krfndi birber and the 
cloth depot 'of the golden scissors'being 
;hB mo»t ifspecla'de. Kor some days 
1 have in vain foii-jht a cififar shop, and 
thf famous jeweller and male wurker ii 
stdl unknown lo m>'. I have seen 
watches in one winditw, and looking 
glasses in another, also bouU and shoes 
in a r£.>tired locality, anJ a sprinkling 
of groceries aud hiiberda^heries near the 
plaza— but that's ail. Tliere are tivg 
or three wliole^alc merchants besides 
the Government, w'iii< h does a Urge 
business in the «tiiple products. On 
Ihe whole 1 nhould class Asuncion as a 
medium between Corriemes and Ro- 

Meanwhile, in puSlic b ilUlini^i, this 
city i« probiiblv richer than any pro- 
vincial town of the nei^lilio'ifiiigrepub- 
lici ; I have not the J les of tlu-ir con- 
struction, but they are iiii[iai-ently, of 
Ihe la^t century, tnnnoutos of (he Ji?suit 
times. The Govurnnioit hjujo, a 
handsome two story ed^ticd, with' a 
Moorish corridor of ten arctie<i, stands 
on the north east side of the riaza (Ic 
Gobierno, crowning a lofty oluff, from 
which is obtain ad a ;;oi'l view of the 
Gran Chaco. On the left is the Caih.e- 
(kal, on the right the iufantry barrack;, 
and in front the police o^ue and paUcc 
of the late president ; each formj a sepa- 
rate block. 

The churches of S.m Roque and 
Encarnacion are small and simple, pos- 
sessing little ofinterest The Congress 
hall is situated close to the police office, 
and seldo.-n called into requisition ; the 
Chambers only being assembled on ex- 
traordinary occasions, such as the Pre 
sident's demise, aud at iaterv.ds of 
several years. The post office consist* 
of a Bmall parlor in a private house ; 
showing what little correspondence is 


carried on with the exterior wor!^. 
There are several bar/acka rivalling 
those of E.iropean capitals in method 
and extent : that of San Francisco is 
the principal, capable of holding 2,000 
rnen. 

The phzas are much larger than in 
Buenos Ayrew, and three in number: 
the market place, or chief square, pre 
lentB a most picturesque aspect at sun- 
rise, Bcveral hunireds of women liresaed 
in white bein^ assembled to disp.ise of 
their different wares : fruit. cijars,caKes, 
&c. 'J'he President's palace, on the 
west side, is an irregular siructure ; a 
guard is constantly mounted. Tlie 
other sides of the market are formed of 
arcades in which are the principal shops: 
and at the south end we find a crowd of 
hullock- carts, and a large number of 
donkeys. The Plaza de Gobierno, 
above-mentioned, serves as a reviewing 
ground for the garrison. The open 
space M the railway terminus, adjoin- 
ing the San Francisco barrack, is the 
scene of capital executions : two posts 
at the endofa dead-wall mark the site 
of the '• banquillo." About a month 
ago a soldier was shot for the murder 
of a woman: the hour for execution is 
daybreak. 

The grand feature, however, in 
Aiunrinn.wliich strikes the visitor with 
adminilion, is ihe multiplicity of Dew 
enterpiisea, not seen elsewhere in S. 
America. Thev belong less to the actual 
city than to the splendid metropolis 
which is about to spring up under the 
wise, progressive, and paci^c adminis- 
tration of General Lopez. I will there- 
fore set them down in a distinct cate 
gory. Besides tbe railway to Itugufl (8 
league?) th-ie are several tramways in- 
teiaectiu!^ the city, used for conveying 
materials to the various colossal struc- 
tures in course of creclion. The Cus- 
tom-hoLisc, just finished, with its triple 
low of archiJB would be an ornameat 


to any city of the new or oH wodA 

The J heatre, although advancing 
slowlv, and but half built, will one day 
attract notice, being on ibe model of 
La Scala, and calculated to hold 1000 
spectators. The railway terminus re- 
minds one of Euaton square, covering 
a spacious quadrangle, with- a colon- 
naiie of ti'O yards inlront, surmounted 
by a clock tower, the highest object in 
the city. 

I have already spoVen of the arse- 
nal, but here I must ajain menlinn the 
patent slip and dry dock, a gigantic 
work whith I minutely inspected, ]ast 
Wednesday, in company with the Bo- 
livian minister. It is being laid down 
close to the arsenal, and will bo con- 
cluded probably within a year : there 
are over 3U0 men at work, mostly sol- 
diers. A dozen brick walls about four 
feet high Bland parallel at equal distan- 
ces : the edges are faced with red and 
white stone alternately, the former 
being harder than granite, and the lat- 
ter resembling Portland stone in ap- 
pearance. Ine soldiers work in f^angi 
under various officers, and the English 
foreman directs all. A number of na- 
tive boys servo as stone-cutters, and 
the work goes on quickly, for the pre- 
sent low state of the river greatly faci- 
litates ibo labors of foundation. The 
immense utihty of these works will be 
evident long before Buenos Ayreans 
can forget their absurd contempt for 
I'nraguay: the Minister Berjes remark- 
ed to me the other day, that but for the 
generosity of his cabinet towar-ia Lava-t 
rcllo, the Argentine expedition could 
never have ascended the Vermejo: the 
steamer Gran Chato was repaired gra. 
tis in the areenal. The unrivalled pro 
gress notable at Asuncion is the more 
surprising as there may be said to be 
no ibi eign ri-sidents : all my countiT- 
men, except two, arc servants of Ue 
Government, and of the eicepti«i»f«pe 
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)9 married to a iiatlr?, so that a British 
consul is hardly wanted, aUhouah I 
iearn Mr. Thornton is Bending one- 
The French population throughout the 
lepublic hardly counts lOO: Italian 
sailors are seen at intervals, and a few 
rare specimens of the Spanish, German 
and Brazilian nationalities make up the 
collection of human zoology in a coun. 
try where 2' I years Ago no foreii^ner 
was allowed to enter. There is one 
Irishman, a lieutenant in the navy. 
Francia'a policy engendered a bittei 
hate towaids foreigners, but the actual 
President is fully alive to the beuefiis 
of Immigration, and before long I ex- 
' pect numbers of Europeans will be at- 
tracted hither, especially by the pros- 
pects of Cotton, Jf Francia couM 
arise from bis tomb he would be scanda- 
lised to find the country profaned by 
foreigners, but still more by the respect 
they necessarily command through the 
improvements which Goveinnient is 
working out by their nxeans, 

^otel accommodation is very limited 
Olid calls for reform. 1 fae Club is a 
fine house , 80 yards front by -50 deep, 
with lofty and Bpaci.'>U3 apartmentx, a 
good cuisine, middling cellar, billiard 
room, salle-a manger and first-rate bal! 
room. Visitors usually stop here : the 
charge is 1 2 silver reals per day. The 
reading room is a deception, for the ta 
ble is covered with pictures of Parisian 
fashions for genltemea's summer cloth- 
ing, and the Correo de Ultramar, the 
Jatter and the native weekly 'Semana- 
rio' being the only papers laken, I 
saw some numbers of the ' Nacion Ar- 
gentina' dated August l''6,3, and 16 
books, including Da Graty's Para- 
guay. There are two card tables in 
the corner, and these are the only at- 
tractions which induce eight or nine so- 
cial natives to congregate of an CTening, 
the foreigners rarely assisting at such 
intellectual ' soirees.' The hotel de 


Francia is a fifth-rate inn, with eior- 
bitaot charfres for small rooms : board 
ia cheap and pretty good. 

House-rent in low, varying from one 
to three doubloons per month. Lodg- 
ing is also cheap, and a pair of good 
rooms sf Idom costs more than six or 
"even silver dollars. Board at either of 
the hotels coal'j a doubloon per mouth. 
Beds are very scarce, almost all the in. 
habitants slcrping in hammocks, for 
which purpose every room is furnished 
»ith a pair of rings built in the wall. 
The hours for repose are from midnight 
to sunrise, and from noon to 4 p.m. 
I'ravistnns are cheap aod abundant, 
mandioca and fruit alwhys entering 
into the bill of tare. Good wine i» 
al-.nost unknoivn, but the native 'iquora 
are unrivalled, and the river water both 
palatable and salubrious. Breakfast 
takes place a lltlle before noon and ie- 
ihe great event af the ddy. Dinner, or 
if yoo like t" call it supper, bcgilia at 7 
mid nsudlly occupies two hours. The 
absence of news or decent cigars 
makes life still more disngrct:;ible than 
[hi; climate induces, and no one ever 
talks politics, ibr popular education has 
iiappily set a ban on this c.urse of S. 
American republics. 

I should be very sorry to choose 
Asuncion for my place of residence, 
but I am firmly convinced it is the 
most go-ahead city on the continent, 
and the Government of President 
Lopez not only the best adapted for the 
people of Paraguay, but a model, more- 
over, of order, and progress, from 
which the Argentine, Oriental, Boli^ 
viat), Chilian, Peruvian, Vencluelan, 
Columbian and other S. American 
administrations might advantageously 
borrow an idea. 


CHRISTn[f.S IH PARAGUAY. 

Asuncion, Dec. "'8 HGi. 

The coiocidrnce of the annivers.iry 
of Paraguayan independence tailing on 
thefeslis'al ofu e Nativit/ ofo'ir Lr-rA, 
mttkes Christmas doubly celebrated al 
Asuncion, and foreigners not intiniida- 
ted by thecNce-sive bt-at should make 
a point 10 visit the capital at this season 
Tlie Idsrivities usual in all Crtthollc 
couiitrifs are held with great pomp. 
and the profane diversions of civic 
holidays even eclipse the former. 

On Chii^Imas eve a truco was de. 
dared to business, and the fireworks 
and ma.-queraders were a prelude to 
the jfraiid bull-fight of the afternoon. 
About an hour before sunset I entered 
one of the boxes set npart for ibrei^rn 
Tisitors at ihe bull ring, which was 
erected in the plain below the Govern- 
menl house. Hve hundred spectators 
of the lower chis>e& lined the theaire. 
and two mounted 'picadors', with two 
-matadors,' &tood in the ring. The bull 
was dragged in from a side enclosure, 
but iinaicdiaU-ly s^'u^lit i srape from 
his mountid tor i-entera. When, how. 
ever, the 'iPiatinloit.' advanced afoot, ihr 
animnl tarntd ou them and f-howcd 
fight. After receiving repeated stabu 
in the baik of the neck, which caused 
the blood to pour down profusely, the 
poor amiiiJ moaned piteously, and le- 
fu3id to coutiiiuc he combat. He was 
then-lore vrjthdraivn, and another taken 
out to uudiTga exactly the same fate. 
Six were iiuroJuced in succession, nor 
one of which waf killed, although nome- 
tinn-s ihii hull ran round the ring with 
the ki.ife rtickiug in hi^ neck, and the 
'mattdors' displayed considerable agili- 
ty in b'luiidiug suidenly away from the 
bonis of ihe iiifuriaicd animal. The 
apeclacle was Bickenin^, and 1 proceeded 
tt> the triumphal arch, where the 
* sortiJA* wai aUractlng numbere of 


icers on horsebact. Tliere were al* 
;es, (or 2.J0 yards distance ; it bein" 
iiarkable that only two horses ran 
each time, and ihey were separated by 
a wooden paling. Considerable belting 
ivas made, but the horses seemed, like 
all the rest, of a very inferior breed. 
None of the hi.-h oQicials, and very few 
rei'pectiible persons assisted, but num- 
bers of the country people had flDcked 
in from various quarters, 

Some young ladies invited me to 
accompany them, in the evening, to 
visit the Christmas cribs erected ja 
private bouses. I saw three or four 
• aslclully got up, but there was nothing 
diScrent from those I have seen in other 
countries. There was also one in each 
church: through some negiecl that of 
San Roque took fire, and several orna- 
ments were consumed. Midnight Mass 
was sung at the Cathedral, by the coad- 
jutor bishop, but I did not attend. 

Christmas morning n'as saluted with 
a salvo of 100 guns, and before six 
o'clock til'! whole city was astir. After 
Ma-ss and Te Deum nt the Cathedral, 
which were not attended by the Presi- 
dent or any civil dignitaries, there was 
a levoe tit the Palace. Bands were 
playing in the plaza, and niasqueraders 
■ii.mciog, when the reception began. 
First came the two bishops and clerical 
corporation, numbering about twenty. 
Then a crowd of colonels and minor 
olHcers, including Doctors Stuart, Bar- 
ton, and bkinner, in captain's uniform, 
and Lieutenant Mastcrman of the bos- 
pital pharmaceutical department: this 
hatch was headed by the vetcian Uoblcs, 
who had received the epaulets of 
Brigadier- General, only the day pre- 
vious. The variouu rural authorities 
then advanced to pay their 'devoirs,' 
iifter whom came the foreigners. Mr. 
V.dpy, railway engineer, and 1, were the 
only repreaeatativcs of the United 
Kingdom : an old Spaniard was the 
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spakesaian, bat Hitrlet ivouM have 
thoaght hi8 elocution faulty. The Pre- 
sident« who was standing in the middle 
of the hall, surrounded by his ministers 
engrdndn ^57t?^a,m;^de a very polite reply, 
and bowed us out. Next came a group 
of natives, which closed the list. It 
was rainin.£C heavily, and the court uni- 
forms suffered sadly. The spacious 
tent in the plaza was now finished, but 
all idea of a ball vanished in such 
weather. 

Madame Lynch's dinner-party was 
the grea£ event of the evening, for our 
countrywoman's hospitality is only 
equalled by her taste in gettino: up a 
genuine Christmas celebration. Before 
all the company had assembled I con- 
versed with the coadjutor-bishop in the 
spleh^ialy-furnished ante chamber, and 
looked over the well chosen library of 
English^French, and Spanish works. 

Madame Lynch did the honors of 
hostess with due grace. On her right 
3at the coadjutor bishop (Palacios), on 
her left. General Robles. The croupier 
was Colonel Barrios, brother-in-law to 
the President. Covers were laid for 
36, most of the guests being English, 
including all the physicians and civil 
engineers. The dinner was superb, 
and two dozen dishes, * entries,' &c., 
were wound up by a real English plum- 
pudding, such as is rarely seen on this 
side of the Atlantic. Sauterne, madeira, 
sherry, champagne flowed in bumpers. 
Dn Stuart proposed Madame Lynch's 
health ; Colonel Barrios, the Presi- 
dent's, which were drunk with all 
honor. At ten o'clock a military band 
begau to play English, Scotch, and 
Irish tunes, under the windows, and we 
retired from the banquet saloon to 
the balUroom. General Robles and the 
President*s sister, with Colonel Bar. 
rios and Madame Lynch, opened the 
ball, A crowd of persons assembled 
outside, when the company, by way 


of respite, listened to some English 
ballads and Irish melodies, sung oy a 
lady and gentleman of those present 
The bishop had retired aa soon as the 
dancing commenced, but the party did 
not break up till 3 a.m., when the 
compliments of Christmas were ex- 
changed, and I came home to my hotel 
with the impression that it was the 
pleasantest Christmas I ever passed, 
during twelve years of exile, and that 
Madame Lynch contributes, in a 
notable manner, to make the festivities 
of the season, at Asuncion, doubly 
interesting. 

The bull-fights, horte-racing, and 
other popular recreations, lasted three 
days, during which the lower orders 
diverted themselves with unusual 
gusto ; yet 1 did not hear of a single 
case of disorder* The festivals may be 
said to have concluded with the 
' gomba,' or nigger dance, in the.bull-* 
ring, on the night of the 27th. 


A TRIP B¥ RAIL TO ITAUGUA. 

Asuncion, Dec. 29, 1863. 

The pleasantest excursion from Asun- 
cion is, without doubt, by rail to Itaugua. 
The regular trains run only on Sunday 
and in the afternoon of Thursday. I 
left by the 6 a.m. train, on the 27th, in 
company with Mr. Valpy, C.E. There 
were not many passengers, most being 
of the 1st or 3rd class. The distance to 
Itaugua is 25 miles, the fare in 1st class 
is equivalent to three shillings. The car- 
riages are not very tasteful, nor is there 
a smoking saloon, but then no one 
objects to the smell of the Paraguayan 
weed. 

Passing some workshops of the line 
we are at once in the country, and have 
a fine panoramic vista of the environs. 
There are some neat cottages with gar- 
dens ; yonder the tyrant Francia spent 
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many years of his life in the study of 
men as well as linoka. 1 he ' azotea' 
with watch tower belonga to Sr Bcjes, 
Minister of I'oreigr Affairs. The line 
now crosses the Carapo Grande. Among 
our pas-engcra are two cock-fighters, 
whoso birtia keep crowint; the whole 
way: they are goinj; to 'I'rinidad, fa- 
mous (or its cock-pits. The Trinidad 
church is handsome, and contatBs the 
bones of the last President, wl 
favorite residence Etands on a slight 
elevation furtheron, and near the latti 
is the new summer palace of his widoi 
This district ia small, and included i 
the suburbs of Asuncion: mandioca 
largely cnltivafed, and ihe official n 
port shows '300,000 cotton-hills. 

The rail now follows a sliglit inclii 
as far as Luque, parsing a number of 
orange groves and straw huts, and cros 
sing the high-road to Villa Rica. By 
the wayside I observe a cross in the 
midst of four orange trees ; further on 
is another of these mausolea, nicely 
fenced in and surrounded with ilowers. 
There is & fine plantation of palms, 
which brings us to l.uque, one of thf 
best towns in the camp, and distant 
about lour leagues from Asuncion. 
Maize forms the chief industry: cotton 
has been extensively planted, but owing 
to the want of June returns, the exact 
quantity cannot be arrived at ; in the 
second quarter nearly a tnitlion hills 
were laid down. At each railway sia 
ti«n a military band plays, on the 
arrival of the train; the staiion-m asters 
are all lieutenants, the conductor a cap- 
tain, in full uniform. 

On leaving Luque the scenery be- 
comes more picturesque : for a time we 
are embedded in thick groves, and the 
line makes several sharp curves to fol- 
low the course of the valley, for the 
ground on the left is very high, and 
interspersed uith frequent ranchos and 
orange groves, till we come to a place | 
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intersect'id by a stream, on the bantw^. 
of which is erected a mill in English 
style. The Cordillera becomes visible, 
with its sides cliid to the very summit 
in luxuriant foli«ge. And soon the 
silvery lake of TaJpacua, gleaming 
througn the orange groves, indicates 
the proximity of Aregui The station 
i* a fine two-story house, the upper 
part whereof is a ball-room much re- 
sorted to in winter. There arc medicinal 
buths on the lake, with bathing houses, 
and every convenience. 

The rail her.ce to Itaugua almost 
skirls the lake, offering a delightful 
coup d'asil. At length the majestic 
'cerro' of Itaugua announces the Cermt' 
nation of our journey. The station here 
is very handsome, gothic style, and 
from the upper windows a beastiiul 
view is obtained, of the lake on one side 
and the hills on the other. 

This railway was commenced in 18-3^, 
and the works (unaer the direction ot 
Messrs. Burrell and Valpy, with Mr. 
Thompson as assistant-engineer), are 
already pushed as far as Paraguari and 
the Cordillera. Two new sections will 
be opened within six montlis, bringing 
the line to Virayu : over 1400 soldiers 
arc engaged as uavvies. Two or three 
years will be required to complete the 
line to Villa Rica (lOO milesj, which is 
the heart of the interior. 

Mr. Valpy conducted me to the house 
ofD. Vicente Cnsco, in the neighbour- 
hood, where we passed the time plea- 
santly, conversing with his lady-like 
but bare-footed daughters, and sipping 
male. This man had a cotton field of 
20,OUO plants, strong and clean, and 
intends next year to lay down half a 

We returned to town by the II a.m. 
train : the thermometer stood at 07 Id 

the shade. 
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AftLRCION TO PIRATIT, 

Itaugua, Jan 4, 18G4. 

The Govi-rmnpnt liaving placed at 
roy diaposiil a jriiide and relays of liorscs 
(o make a tour through the districts of 
Itaugufi, Pirajii, Para^uari, Yaguaron 
and It&, I stHfted from Asuncion on 
Thursday, Slst December, by train. 
The Bolivian niinUttT, Dr. Arce, who 
]iad promised to join me and lound 
himBclf unable to absent himself for 
some days from Asuncion, came as far 
as ItaujftiK, in part 'ulfilment of hli! en- 
gagement. We had but few passengers, 
the weather being excessively hct, and 
after a pleasant ride of 90 ininuteB, 
arrived at the last station. Here I 
enquired for the chief of the district, 
and learning he wns at the village of 
Itaugua, four miles distant, I despatch. 
ed a TOC6sen^pr to inform him oi my 
arrival. The thermometer stood at 97 
in the shade, notwithstandini' uhich 
gangs nf men were working on the rail- 
way, carrying wood and stone. There 
were several indications of a coming 
btorm, and forked lightning buret now 
and then from a dark cloud M-hich 
overhung the Cordillera of Taipacui. 

At half past five Sr. Moreno appeared 
with an escort of four men, and bring- 
ing a saddled horse for roe. 'Ihe chief 
received me very cordially. The road 
from the station towards Itaugu& at first 
crossed nn open plain. Leaving the 
Cerro de Itangua on our right, we 
soon reached the Piesident's country- 
housGj beautifully situated at the foot 
of a wooded hill, with the lake of Tai- 
pacna in front view, and oraiigc plan- 
tations on either side. We talked 
about Paraguay and Buenos Ayres, 
while ascending the slope, which 
brought us into a thicket of brushwood. 
and after half an hour's ride emerged 
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upon a group of cotton and tobacco 
plantations. Kutering one of these 
pueras, called in Guarani 'copne,'T 
had occasion to admire the care and 
industry of the natives. The cotton- 
field compriBcd about 300 ■lineas,' or 
20,000 hills, most of the plants being 
about 10 inches over ground, and look- 
ing very healthy. Not a weed was to 
be seen, and I miy add that all these 
copueras' are a succession of well kept 
gardens. 

Our road lay through a number of 
small pUntations, in which cotton, 
tobacco, mandtoca, and Indian corn 
formed almost equal shares. The land 
was usually fenced with trunks of trees 
placed horizontally, end the marks of 
clearance were e>ideni in the charred 
itumps here and there visible. The ran- 
choa were rude huts with straw roofs 
fiometimes supported by , oles and some- 
times by widU of sun-burnt bricks called 
'adobes,' The occupunts were usually 
half naked, iind of qujdroon complexioii, 
apparently contented and happy in a 
state of primitive rudeness, having no 
wants, and holding their fai-ms of 10 
or 20 acres in fee. 

The irequent diversity of sarface 
causes the highways to b"" difficult for 
travelling, and the horses are so accns- 
tomed to an ambling gait that even if 
the ridi r were disposed to risk his neck 
by galloping, he would find it almost 
impossible to accelerate his pace. The 
Abruzzi peasants, in Italy, usually 
count the distances by time, for the 
paths arc steep and tortuous, and it 
often requires two hours to go half a 
mile. Something of this kind is true 
of Paraguay, for it is Cfimmon to hear 
the remark : such a place is only two 
hours' journey,*, e. two leagues distant. 
In facl ttn leannrs is a n uch heavier 
day's ride than ?Aef^ would be consi- 
dered in Buenos Ayres. 

By gaDbet we were toiling np another 


acclivity, and tlie storm' gained on us faaiili 
rapidly, having already enveloped tlie 
Cerro in a mist. We tried to urge aur 
horses into a trot, but mine unforCu- 
iiately took exception to the Eoglish 
bridle, and got very restive. Ou gaining 
the summit of the hill I had a wiew of 
the neat and picturesque rilUge of 
Itaugua situated on a plain surrounded 
by wooded heights. The church stands 
in the middle, and four principal streets 
meet in the plaza, the white walls of 
the cemetery terminating the picture. 
Soon after entering Sr. Moreno' 
hospitable dwelling, the rain fell i 
torrents, and I began to feel nervous 
about llie prospects of my journey on 
the morrow. We had an escellunt 
supper, and then conversed aboui 
Europe, the chief, like most of his 
countrymen, knowing but little of the 
exterior world : although all the natives 
read and write well, I saw but one book 
in my tour. The Chief is an old bachi 
lor of fifty winters, rather silnnt, and of 
a kind disposition, being looked up to by 
all the neighbouia with a filial regard. 
He has labored assiduously to make 
Itaugui a model village, and the neat 
rows of tile roofs, with white washed 
corridors supported by brick pillars, 
give it anaspect of comparative luxury. 
The population is about SOD including 
the priest (pai), schoolmaster, justice of 
peace, tailor, bootmaker, smith, and a 
number of carpenters, planters Ac, 
There ia no doctor, for sickness is rare, 
and no inn for hospitality is universal, 
'ihe 'Comandaneia' is a handsome 
cottage with spacious ball room for the 
lowulblk ou public festivities; it is 
lighted with Kerosene oil. Troops uiay 
be quartered here, on march, and in 
every room and corridor are hooks from 
which to suspend the hammocks. 

A band of music, preceded by a 
huge lantern, promenaded the plaza, 
playing lo my great satisfaction the 


tunes. "The Campbells are 

There's nae luck about the 

house, Garryovven &c." When they 

stopped at the chief's door, I thought 

to compliment me: but I learned 

that this is their custom evei-y evening, 

aud as Paraguay has not yet produced 

ly composers, these dusky amateurs 

have studied some pieces imported by 

Dr. Stewart, and Mr. Whitehead. 

When we aluug our hammocks for 
the night, my host enquired whether I 
took mite, to which I replied in the 
affirmative. Rocking in my suspended 
cradle, bulmy sleep soon oppresseJ my 
sense, and 1 was dreaming of Garry- 
owcn and youthful associations, when, 
about midnight I was awakened by a 
jerk of the hammock. A tall fellow 
stood by my head, holding a male cup, 
which for good manners I accepted, 
althougii after two hours' sleep 1 was 
not pleased at the interruption. By 
daybreak I got up to examine the 
weather, and found it raiuing without 
prospect of cessation. 

The church bells were tolling for 
Mass, and greeting New Year's morn ; 
the horizon began to clear, and about 
7 o'clock the rain had ceased. After a 
light breakfast, I vaulted into the 
saddle, and accompanied by un or- 
derly took the road for Pirayu. I 
met numbers of country people, some 
of them mounted, coming to Mass : the 
men wore cotton drawers ^nd a square 
red cloth wrapped around their shoul- 
ders, the women had while petticoats 
and the same red cloth over their heads. 
The former touk off their hats to salute 
me, and generally addressed a few 
words in G uamni to my orderly. For 
halfa mile Ipassed through cotton and 
tobacco plantations : the Aelds of 
bright yellow blossom alternated with 
the tall green stalks of the latter, and 
the clean state of these plantations im- 
pressed me favorably of the industry of 
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the peopV and tte wisdom oi the Gov- 
ernment ; for, cotton may be laid to 
have commenced this year, nnd the 
tobacco cultivation hua been doubled. 

Ascending a steep and stony hill 
crowned with clusterB of magnificent 
trees like elms, I had beneath me the 
lovely valley called Cajon de Pirayu, 
bounded by the Cordillera. My order- 
ly spoke Spanish tolerably, and pointed 
out to me sundry localities with Guarani 
narasE difficnlt to remember and tinin- 
leresting to my readers- On every 
slope and projection of thi; langc of 
hills on which I stood were rude 
cabins, encircled by plantations. I 
had never seen anything eo pictures- 
que: the stately palms, whose bare 
trunks shot up straight as arrows, bear- 
ing a tuft o£ leaves aa a crown ; the 
undulating sierra dotted here and there 
with green woods, straw cottages and 
dark colored rocks : the low lying valley 
traversed by the line of railroad, and 
the penks of Paraguari standing like 
huge bastions at the extremity of the 
Cordillera. 

It was about 9 o'clock when larnved 
at the Arroyo Estrella; here I was ti 
change horses and take for guide ser 
geant Marcelino Gomez. After standing 
the gaze of a dozen wonder-struck nati- 
ves, I again mounted and h^d gone a few 
yards when a decrepit old man, taking 
off his hat came up and shook hands 
with me, saying "how unfortunate that 
I cannot converse with you a few mo- 
jrents." Ipushedon, lor tliesunwashot, 
and my guide informed me that the old 
man had come some distance to meet 
me, having heard that I was to pass 
tliat way. 

The road was very bad, and as I 
was glad to find my new orderly a 
of considerable intelligence, I learned 
much about the country, and the me- 
thod of tobacco planting, of which 
hereafter. The hills on our right were 


clad to their summits in dense foliage 
i different hues. I noticed a great 
number of cotton fields ; some were 
oflast year's plantation pruned, and 
stood 4 or 5 feet high. Others were 
but little above ground, having been 
wn in October or November. 
In spite of thn recent rain it was very 
t when we reached Pirayu, at noon, 
and I gladly sought the shelter cf D. 
Segundo Concha's roof. The band was 
playing in front of the church. The 
place is only a quadrangle of 50 or GO 
mud huts, and Sor Concha's the sole 
house of business. The host gave us 
a capital dinner, and talked European 
politics currently : he is very friendly 
with the railway engineers, and de- 
plores that Prancia so long closed the 
ntry to foreign intercourse : he 
deals largely in tobacco, and maintains 
a family, including servants, of 33 per- 
. If it should ever fall to the lot of 
any of my readers to visit Pirayu. lad- 
ise him to accept ^the hospitality of my 
patriarchal friend. But, the hammocks 
elung, and it is lime to take ' siesta ' 
before proceeding to Paraguari. 


PARAGITARI & TAOCAROK. 

Itaugua, Jan4. 1864. 
Having rested nearly four hours at 
Pirayu, 1 obtained freah horses and left 
my compliments for the Gefe of the 
district, that functionary being asleep. 
Here 1 may remark that it is usual for 
travellers to visit the Chief of each vil- 
lage they pass through. A postilion 
accompanied us for half a league, and 
the horses were so miserable that I 
wondered he gave himself the trouble 
to come for the purpose of fetching 
them back. The storm of yesterday 
seemed to return with double force, for 
the thunder was echoed from hill to 
hill, nnd murky clouds shielded us from 


the still burning rnj's of (he sun. "Wc 
had yet three hours, journey befort iis- 
The first post-house was a wrclci.e-d 
'rancho,' where Uro men and ihree 
womeu were sleeping, while half a 
dozen naked children, almost blaek, 
were running about or rolling on the 
ground. One of l!ie men, as soon as he 
had opened his eyes, fetched mc a ebai'', 
and I sat under the shade of an orange 
tree, while my guide and the postilion 
removed ihe saddles. These hordes were 
a little better than the last, and the 
road being very level I attempted to 
gallop, but found the animal's motion so 
Titjcorafortable that I had to forego the 
idea, 'ihe CordUlcra of Tiiipacu^ 
advanced before us in ihc form of a half 
moon, till meeting the _file of. 'Cerros ' 
which terminates at Ilaugua : these 
chains forming the E. S, and W. boun- 
daries converge northwards towards the 
lake of Taipacuil, thus forming the plain 
or square fcajon) of Pirayii, Yonder 
stone pyramid, which seems a gigantic 
tombstone, is the pealt of Mbatovi : 
my guide informed me that large 
fragments are seen at the foot of the 
hill, and tradition speaks of a volcanic 
eruption. The last of the same raoge 
h Santo Tomas, which attains a height 
of six or Beven hundred feet, and has a 
remarkable eave. The railway earth- 
woiks run across the plain on the left of 
our road, and on the right, amid lusti- 
jiant vegetation are numerous smalt 
' copueras ' of tobacco, cotton, and 
maize. 
1 We reached the second post at 5 p. 

1 m. the occupants were two old men 

I and a boy. From the roof hung scve- 

h ral Urge branches of tobacco, under 

^^^1 process of drying : it was of a light 
^^^H straw color. In a corner I perceived 
^^^V a new wooden cross about G feet high 
^^^ which I was informed had just been 
r made to order, for an old Jady who 

I died suddenly in the Plaza of Pirayu. 


Several cvostes are seen on the hig^" 
roads, for tudden deaths are very 
frequent from lighlninsj. apoplexy &c. 
and Avhen one of ihesi; lugubrious 
niilesfones falls away it is instantly re- 
IJlaeedby a new one. 

The roid passed over some mni-shy 
ground till we came to a rivulet, where 
some boys «cre bathing: afler this, 
much underwood. Huts and gardens 
less frequent : the hills on the riyht 
receding, the Cordillera appearing 
nearer and more gloomy. The horses 
were completely beaten up when we 
arrived at the 3rd post, and to our con- 
sternation no fresh ones could be got 
Meantime the storm thickened, and with 
difficulty we proceeded to the next post, 
close to the line of railway, where our 
postilion left us, and having procured 
two tolerable hacks we set out at a 
gallop for Paraguari, which lay behind 
a ' eerro ' next to that of S. Tomas. 
Soon after sunset, it commenced lo 
rain along the ridge on our right, and 
when we rounded the crest overhang- 
ing the village, the lightning careered 
across the horizon, the thunder 
quite deaiening, and P.iraguaji 
enveloped in a terrific storni. 

At full speed we entered the plaza? 
and drew up before th? Gefe's door. Pre- 
sently the rain poured down like a 
deluge. The village magnate invited 
mc to take mate, but I was ansious to 
find Dr. Fox, and when the tempest 
subsided I went to his house. I need not 
say I was a welcome guest, for he 
received me as if I were an old friend, 
idthough self.introduced. After supper 
he took mc to visit the family of Sor 
Baez, composed of the father and three 
agreeable daughters. On retiring to 
rest we talked of England and B. Ayres 
until wc fell asleep. My guide had 
taken the precaution to solicit horses 
from the Gefc by daybreak, and the 
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latter proiiiised to hare thera in readi- 
ness. 

Parasfnari was formerly one of the 
Jesuit nussionh, where the fathers kept 
three farms with 30,0c'0 head of cattle. 
The old college and chapel are the only 
reliques ; the first serves as an hospi- 
tal for the workmen engaged on the 
railway ; the second is being restored, 
having fallen to decay. Last year 
there was but one brick house in the 
village ; now there are ten : the rest is 
a collection of squalid huts. It would 
seem as if this and the neigiiboring 
hamlets had been completely ruined, 
on the expulsion of the Jesuits, Is'ot 
far distant is the Cerro Porteno, so 
■called because a J8. Ayrean invading 
force was there annihilated A. D. 1811. 
7 he peak of Acai rises to a great height 
in the direction of Villa Xlica, and the 
'^iew on all sides of the wretched village 
is charming. 

The morning was fresh and cloudy 
but Dr. Pox would not suffer me to 
leave without breakfast, and the young 
ladies next door had sent me a kind of 
«ponge-cake as a souvenir. At 8 a. m. 
the horses were not yet forthcoming, 
Tind 1 found the * Gefe ' and * pai ' 
(priest) just about to start for Itaugua. 
The former assured me I should have 
them at once, but it was ten o'clock 
before I was in the saddle' 

Passing a number of cotton planta- 
tions in excellent condition, we soon 
entered a thick forest,through which we 
travelled for an hour, meeting nothing 
but a wayside cross^ a solitary wood 
man, and two women on foot, carrying 
bundles of linen. If this forest were 
in the province of Buenos Ayres, two 
men travelling unarmed might have 
reason for alarm, but here the police 
system is perfect, and the people harm- 
less. I confess I felt some remorse to 
have left my revolver in Asuncion when 
1 saw the emblem of Eeh'gion under 


such ominous circumstances, and recol- 
lected that tigers are seen at rare inter- 
vals in this wood. The trees some- 
times exceeded 150 feet in height, and 
those levelled by the storm almost 
blocked up the road. 

We changed horses midway, and I 
got a glass of cafia and water, although 
it is bad to drink under such circum- 
stances, but I was quite faint from the 
scorching influence of a tropical sun. 
The rest of the route to Yaguaron was 
ornamented with tobacco and cotton 
plantations, palm trees, and a tree called 
by a Guarani name, signifying ' red 
wood.' 

At noon we sighted the peak of 
Yaguaron, towering above all around, 
and after some minutes the village 
appeared on the far side of a lagoon, 
which the postilion carefully waded, 
bringing us up to another of the famous 
Jesuit Missions. We went to the 
chief's house, but he was gone to the 
capital ;. I at length made out the justice, 
D. Rafael Velasquez, who heartily 
welcomed me, and, after a shoit rest, 
conducted me to the ancient church. 
This was one of the last and greatest 
works of the Jesuits, and bears the 
date 1765. The exterior is simple; a 
portico and tile roof, without belfry cr 
turret. The interior is highly orna- 
mental, having pillars of carved wood, 
an antique pulpit, fancy roof, and fine 
altars. There are daubed frescoes on 
the walls, representing the Passion, but 
I think they are more modern, and in 
bad taste with the test. The doors and 
sacristy are beautifully wrought, the 
brickwork is seven feet thick, and the 
edifice about 30 feet high. There are 
two bells outside, hung from a wooden 
scaflfold : their dates are 1774 and 1782, 
both subsequent to the expulsion of the 
fathers. The church is called St. 
Bonaventura, and stands in the midst 
of what waa once a tqwu, bujt is nQ\Y 
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only a mud-built hamlet. The Jesuit 
College is now the district prison. 
There is a chapel dedicated to San 
Koque hard by, and perfectly useless, 
for Yaguaron is only visited at inter- 
Tals by a priest ; this chapel was erected 
by an Indian cacique, in Mfilment of 
a vow. On ihe crest of Yaguaron 
Peak stand two immense crosses, 
placed there by the Jesuits, who have 
identified their name with almost every 
object we meet in Paraguay, The vil- 
lage has two schools, attended by nearly 
300 children, for the neighbourhood is 
very populous, 

Sr. Velasquez obliged me and my 
guide to remain for dinner, which was 
served up in first-rate style. The 
day looked cloudy, and instead of 
taking 'siesta,' 1 ordered the horses and 
j(iive the word 'ya-ha' (in French ' en 
avant'), setting out for Ita at a smart 
gallop. 

nV THIRD DAY 0!t HOHSi; 
BACK. 

Asuncion Jan. 5th 1864. 
The sly was overcast, when I passed 
the peak of Yaguaron, and although 
the distanee to Ita was only two lea- 
gues, I had to cross some ranges of 
hills, which made the journey one of 
two hours. Nothing remarkable greets 
the traveller's eye.ior a couple of miles, 
ihe road being lined with underwood. 
As soon as I caught a glimpse of the 
surrounding country, the hills were 
overshadowed by a fearful storm, and 
the lightning hashes gleamed amid tbe 
heavy clouds now encircling the hori- 
zon. Large drops fell slowly, as if to 
warn the wayfarer, and I quickly 
sought the shelter of a rude hut, the 
owner of which was making posts for 
a shtd, while hie wile nursed a naked 
child 15 or ISmonth'vold. A bedstead, 
bench, and cotton loom constituted the 


entire furniture, the last being a wood- 
en frame with several sticks placed 
horizontally.and loosely strung together. 
The tempest burst with all its fury and 
seemed likely to sweep awny the fragile 
dwelling; then the rain fell in copious 
torrents and I dreaded the possibility 
of its continuing all night. At .5 p, 
m. the wind veered, and it became a 
little clear. "When the rain abated I 
ordered the guide and postilion to get 
ready the horses,and after half an hour's 
ride over a heavy, slippery, road, we 
arrived at the half way post house- 
Here the storm had torn off a part of 
the roof, and the owner invited me to 
pass the night, as the weather was 
threatening. I resolved to push on, 
and whilr they were catching and sad- 
dling the horses, I had time to observe 
a large quantity of tobacco hung from 
therooftodry, and two girls who wen; 
washing linen. Outside the house 
were rows of stakes for dryiug tobacco, 
and hanging maize on, for they serve as 
store houses, beyond the reach of 
vermin. 

After fording a small stream, we 
ascended a hill where the recent storm 
had made great ravages ; gigantic trees 
were torn up from the roots, and shat- 
tered branches lay around. About sun. 
set we Bighted_lhe village of Ita on a 
slight eminence, and arriving there 
proceeded to the Gefe's house. The 
lownfolk were saying the Kosary in 
church, and I had made up my mind 
to stop, for the night, in the old Je- 
suit college attached, where I sat 
.vith the Gefe, drinking caiia. 'Ihe 
walls of this edifice were very solid, and 
tastefully carved. On learning that 
an Englishman lived in the town, I 
expressed a wish to visit him, and a 
soldier accompanied mc to his house. 
He was sitting on a bench outside the 
door, enjoying the cool breath of even- 
ing. Atmy salutation his eyes seemed 
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1> LrisfliU-n.iin 1•^i;tia ' ilown iciitle him 
I bogaii to enquire his strango history. 
1 lis name Nvas Luke Cressor ; lie was 
l»orii in York city, A. I) 1781, liad 
heen at the battle of \Vaterlo'>. passed 


rimrf?,and I could not see a yard ahead, 
Comini; to astream, the guide obliged 
the ])ostilion to go first, and we forded, 
the water being up to the horses' necks, 
Theliijnts in ItaUi^ua were visible as 


JJajK>lcon cu route for 8t« Helena, ser- ! we rounded the crest of a hill, but we 
ved as clerk in thi- house of Cartwrijht 


iit ANurcion. known tiu^ Pobertsons, 
ira veiled to Mendozii &nd Salta, descen- 
ded the H'lo V'ermejo, incurring six 
\ears lani^hinent by I'rancia to Con- 
A epcion, ^mong the Indians, and rc>ided 
nearlir half acentui v inP.irai'UdV lie i> 
an old bachelor, and tohl nje his onlv 
friend was a little English dog, fawning 
5it lis feet. Ijc desired nie to i^ive his 
compliments to Messrs Ken M\d Grier- 
fron, H. A) res, and dechu'ed his inten- 
tion to return to E-igland this vear. 
' When 1 returned to the Gefe*s hou^e 
I found a dish of oranges ready pee'ed 
and a sponge cake, of which I partook. 
It was eight oYlock when 1 galloped 
out of Ita, for the guide, whose sugges- 
tions I always followed, anticipated rain 
next day and advised me to risk a jour- 
ney by night rather than detention ar 
this village, which, by the way is 
famous for its manufactures of earthen- 
ware. 

Itjii four leagues fron. Ita to Itaugua, 
and boibre we had gone quarter the 
distance, night fell iNo moon or star^ 
were visible ; but the frequent light- 
nirig.s in some manner assisted us to 
follow our loute. My guide went first, 
the postilion, who was mounted on a 
donkey, remaining behind me. The 
road was uneven and sometimes steep, 
but not lonely, for huts and plantations 
succeeded each other closely. Some 
we distinguished by alight within : in 
others we heard the sounds of a tambo 
line to which probably the natives were 
dancing. v\ e met some women afoot 
carrying lanterns. There were evident 
'^ignsot another storm, but I could not 
-iitge on my horse, for he stumbled i \ 


had yet a league to traveh The posti- 
lion remaining some way behind, I 
heard, I thought, some one whistling 
for aid, but learned it was a kind of 
fro:,'.. It was midnight when we reach- 
died Itaugua, and found Sor Moreno 
anxiously expecting our arrival, accor. 
din*? to en2:ai'ement. I was loo tired 
to look for anything to eat, and flinging 
myself into the hammock slept soundly 
for a couple of hours, until my dusk)' 
triend awoke me M'ith the matecup,, 
as before, but this time I positively 
declined it. 

Aly giiivle was right, for it rained 
next day ( ird January) witliout inter- 
mission. On Monday at daybreak, Sor 
Moreno and I mounted our horses, 
followed by four soldiers, and arrived 
at the railway station by 7 a. m. Here 
we learned there had been no trains 
the previous day, owing to trie weather, 
and a train was expected in the evening. 
During twelve hours, delay I haa 
time to write some of these letters and 
moralize on the huidship of remaining 
^11 day without food. At last the 
locomotive came up, and having taken 
a louu train of buiidiny: materials 
started at 8. p m. for the capit 1. On 
demanding a ticket, I was informed 
by the conductor that he had orders to 
carry me free. It was half past nine 
when we reached the terminus, and I 
found some -nd class passengers had 
stolen my biidle and saddle cloth, for. 
by mistake my saddle and gear had 
been placed in a *^ud class carriage. 

The ofhcial report shews the amount 
of cotton Mineos' planted in the five 
districts I had visited, as follows; Itau- 
gua 33,093, Pirayii 2t),8'J8. Paraguari 
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48,298, Yaguaron 53,096, ha S8,087. 
—Total t^01,47i Minros' or fifteen 
millions cotton hills. Taking an ave- 
rage of J^OO * lineos ' to rach * crp'iera* 
we find this quantity distrihutrfl oxrr 
lOCO little farms cultivated h\ as mnnv 
families. 'Jhr asigregate amount of* land 
under the above pluit:ition is about 
«.000 acres, and tbe yield will, ])robably 
ixceed 1 50,WO ctrrobes ginned cMton, 
af a medium calculation (I lb. per plant) 
between the results arrived at in N, 
America and Coriientes. 

Yet these districts contain only one- 
eighth of the toial qnanlity planted 
and I have not mentioned the new 
plantation*^ of October and November, 
which in Itaugua alone, exceed J^2,000 
* Jineo?.' 

I cannot close this chapter vithout 
hearing testimony to the kindness and 
hospitality I everywhere experienced, 
and the assiduous attention of my 
intelligent guide, U. Marcelino Gomez. 


Asuncion, Jan *>th, 1861. 

The quantity ofcoHon planted, in 
I8ft'i, throughout the republic is really 
enormous. President J^opcz, in his 
anxiety to promote a national industry, 
procured 300 sacks of seei from the 
U. States, some of which, however, has 
resulted badlv : 1 believe mostly Geor- 
gian. 'inhere was aho a large stock ol 


native seed, besides the remains o\ 

former plantations, which have been [ gross error or exa::geration, but theic 


small pLinta'ons in excellent condition, 
the inha'Mlants having sown a •second 
time in *he few places where the seCil 
missed. 

i place impliv"it reliance i»i the oHi- 
cial report made up by O »vernn!ent 
from the returns of the sever d rural 
authoiities. It must, moreover, be 
borne in mind that the report ends witii 
Sept, after which dale very large plan- 
tations have b'. en laid down, especially 
in (.'ctober and November, briuning up 
the real number of plants to almost dou- 
ble that set forth in said official report. 

The quarter ending Jun^ 'M)[\\ i»hews 
77o,480 * lineos,' that enciniif St*\iU 
30th, 7'iG,riyi ; giving an aggregate of 
over a million and a half of *lineo?* 
The * linea' is usually ^S ' varas,' and 
the plants distant one *vara* (-54 inches) 
one from another* Allowing the vc^v 
plantatio* s for anv losses, we have stiii 
Td'o h'ff:drrd willions of cotton hilU, 
the product of which at a lokV calculi- 
lion, (I lb per plaui) compared with 
the ^ rsnlts proved at Corrientes, wiil 
give Eight millions arrobes f^eed cotton 
or 7'u'o mil/ions arrobes ginned 

I have m^cn tho original letter of 
Messrs Ejuniott of M^inchesrer to 
Messsrs Plyth and Co London, offering 
24d. ( I reals silver) per lb. for Paraguay 
coUou such as the last remitted. This 
would give the above quantity a value 
of Twenty four million patacones, or 
Fifteen hundred t'jousaud doubloons. 

Thisiragnificent sum will da;?zle tl\e 
sceptical, and i»ive room for suspicion of 


pruned. '.I'he cuhivaiion of cotton 
beini; obligatory has become uuivevi<jil, 
j.nd is carefully attended to. 

Owing to the excessive heat ai the 
season I was unible to ipake Ion*: ex 
cursions in the interior, but mv ude ol 
tU) miles on horseback was sufhc-icnt to 
^ive mc some idea of the cix)p Jiow 


C'\u be no question that, sivitg some 
teird)lean(i unforeseen caUuuity> the 
Cotton crop of Paraguay for 1864 will 
be stupendous, and cause a revoluiiou 
in the commerce of these rivers^ 

i he ililhculties of eaniai»:e and labor 
are not Jortuidable, although < xi^tiJl;( 
in sonic degn e. The roadi of the iufc- 


i^pringing up. At every j^tep I met I rior travi rjc a ^ery uncqualcoAMi\ ,bu.t 
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arc generally dry and sandv,fiee from 
tiiosicm n>hi*s which impede traffic in 
the cani|)8 of B. Ay re?*. Above all, 
the diijtances are conipuratively short, 
I lie centre of the asrricultural districts 
( \ ilia Kica) h< iu^ .'5o leagues from the 
capital and chief port. U is rather 
iorrun ite than otherwise that Ciovern 
nieiit t iKes an active interest in Cotton, 
iitr It eau always dispose of 20,00 • 
trtmps in case of a want of hands. 

At an outlay of 40v) doubloons, Pre- 
»I(U'nt Lopez might iurni?h each of the 
^/ departments with a M.icartiiey <rin, 
and. by saving three-fourths ot the 1 md 
carriage, an immense benefit would be 
thus deriv d. It is to be hoped the 
duties will be light, on its exp »rtation, 
lor the dream of Francia's time, to 
manufacture cotton at home, is now 
demcnsitratcd a puerile ahsurditv, I 
impressed on the Government the error 
of importin^^ N. American seed, which 
is annual, instead o*' the Egyptian or 
other perennial classes, which require 
much leKS lahor and arebeiter suited to 
the climate. It will perhaps hardly be* 
necessary to iiuroduce forei^^n seed 
after this year's crop. 

Although small portions may be sent 
ro France or Jiulgiuju, the great bulk 
»vdl of course prefer Kugiaud, and 
l^iverpool traders may exp'.'ct to find, 
in 1]. Ayres/iO,^'00 ious of a new species 
of cargo this year. 

i rejoice thai I haro come to Para- 
guay, and seen the fir&t indications of 
this great industry, of whch, without 
exposing myself to the charge of 
egotism, 1 may truly say the ttMidard 
wast lie precursor. 


T02JICCO fM PARAGUAV. 

AiJuncion, Jan. r»th, HGi. 

Hitherto this branch of auriculture 
va?» regarded as the great staple of tlie 
republic, and although it yi( Ids to cot- 


ton in the returns for 1863, a much 
larger plantation has been laid down 
this year than ever before. In fact, 
it amounts to 1,41 4,0 -0 * lineos/ which 
ouises the anticipation of an enormous 
crop, and consequently a fall in price 
among the holders in li. Ay res. At the 
same time, tobacco is worth three real* 
more per arrobc in Asuncion than the 
price quoted in the IJ. Ayrean market, 
as merchants prefer losing this much, 
in sending produce, rather than to pay 
the duty, ten per cent, on export of 
gold. At present it is almost impossible 
to get good tobacco or cigars, tor, like 
oranges in Malta, or cheese at Stilton, 
it seems the inhabitants export all, leav. 
ing themselves without a supply, even 
for home use. 

The tobacco most esteemed seems to 
be of the kinds l-'nown as Canela and 
Para. The former is so called from. its 
resemblance to cinnamon (canela) in 
colcr, and does not come from any par- 
ticular district, being picked out by the 
'acopiador' from various lots. The 
Para, or speckled kind, is also met with 
here and there, the spots coming out 
while the ])lant is yet in flower: the 
word in * guarani' signifies 'spotted,' and 
cigars called * PN.-ti- p:ir:i ' are made from 
chis cla^s. Canela tobacco is in such 
request tliat it is ddhculr to procure it 
unless ihrouafh the kinduess of some 
Gefe o^ acopiador: it is ofcftu worth 
four to six si'ver dollars per arrobe. 
The Peti Hobi cicrars are so famous 
that I need scarcely tell my readers 
xhey aro the best smoking to be had in 
Paraguay, and sell usually at half a 
doubloon per thousand. There is an 
imitation of the same manufactured at 
Villa llica, the outer leaf being Peti- 
ilobi, which sells at half the abovo 
price, but connoisseurs call these * VilU 
Ivica ciijars.' 

I have heard repeated compl ints of 
the folly of Paraguayans in sufF ring 
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this staple to fall into disfavour by ne- 
f^lect in ihe process of curing, and 
frauds in balins:. My ignorance of 
agriculture and short stay will not per- 
mit nie to give full details of the method 
of cultivation. 

During winter, the natives do no more 
than prepare the ground, putting down 
the young plants usually in September 
or (Jctobcr. l hey are planted like 
cabbage in England, an^<, after two 
months transplanted : if heavy rain 
falls in the interval it is rather injurious. 
A couple of months. later (January or 
February) • the gathering commences, 
and the leaves are hung out in the ?un 
lo dry, after which they are titd in 
bundles from the roof, waiting the v;6it 
of the ' acopiador ' Tobacco should 
be dried in the shade by the wind ; ibi 
exposure to the sun is bad, and sonu. 
ascribe to this the bitter taste of Para- 
guay tobacco : it is also badly made,u|) 
for exportation. The common tobacco 
called * commercial ' is exceediiiglx 
strong, and even an accustomed smoker 
is liable to have his stomach or heat' 
disordered on trvint' one of these cii'ais 
for the f^r^^t tiire The woinen makt 
a gieat c^uantity of ill fashioned cig.u>, 
which thev take to. market every morn- 
inj', and if smoked the same dav thev 
are much njilder. Merchants usualU 
fecll the l>et:<M kinds in boxes of f)00, 
and a dutv of half a real (two penccy 
per mil i^^ levied, en rxjjortation, 

'J he tobacco plantations present a 
very pleasing appearance beiore fully 
ripe, the tail stalks and large gret li 
leaves alternatitisj: \\\\h the mandioca lV: 
bright vviiow coitou-flowns. 'ihe na- 
tives, besides laisin^ sufficient quanti- 
ties for home conftump lion— for nuii 
and women all smoke — count upon a 
ready aiid pioStabie return in e xpoM- 
ing to England- The boveiumenc has 
taken, I uadei stand, decided measures 
\\*hcruupon to preveut the frauds com 


mitted in baling, and In^fore lop.g Par.i- 
gaay tobacco svill stand higher in the 
coiumercial world, while increasing the 
exports of this industrious republic. ] 

'ihere are no ci'iar-shop-^ in Asun- 
cion, but wholesale njcrchants have 
widespread connexi.>n with the * aco- 
piadores,' and are usually polite enouvr!i 
to procure for the visitor any quantity 
he may require. 


A:V l^TTJBRVIKW WITH piti:s 

l-Op.:z (•) 

Asuncion Dec. 24 IS63. 

Soon after my il¥ival, I expressed to 
D. Carlos S iguier my desire to be pre- 
sented to the President, and General 
Lo|>?z was kind fuough to send me 
word that he would be most happy to 
receive me on the morning of the !(^4ih, 
lO a. m. at the Uovcrnment Palace 
Accordingly having borrowed a body 
coat and white cravat (for strict court 
dress is indispensable) I piocecded 
cliis morning to ihc palace. A captain 
of dragoons coi.ducled me to a small 
room, in a bui'ding at right angles with 
the palace, informing me that His 
Excellency had not yet arrived. Being 
lelt alone 1 had occasion to reflect 
on the ppKrdid appearnn^c of the 
iroops and iheir superiority to (he 
heterogeneous rabble ui Buenos Ayres 
or iV1( nlevitieo. dignified with the naroo 
of *arniy.' The dragoons mounting 
guard at tlic palace, in bright ecarlet 
unilcrms trd helmets with flowing 
tails, Miight be UHslaken for a * crack * 
legiment of British cavalry. The 
infantry are, on an a\crdge, superior to 
any 1 have seen in Europe, being abou** 
.'. fv€l 10 inches in height, and well 
made in proportion. 

I (*) This le ter shouM a;.pear, as its dat« iodioatM, 
before Ui t cf pag^ 02. 
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At half past ten a flouri/n of trumpets 
18 heard, and the drums beat *reveillde': 
at which detachments of the various re- 
giments turn out to form in the plaza. 
Presently a group of officers glitt'ering 
in gold lace ride up to the first file, and 
while the troops present arms I recog- 
nise the forenioht cavalier to be Presi- 
dent Lopez. lie is mounted on a spi- 
rited grey charger, bedecked with trap- 
pings and saddle cloth not unlike those 
used by the Emperor Napoleon ; the 
gold bee alone is wanting. The band 
plays some opera music, as the Pre- 
sident (I had almost said Emperor) 
dismounts and passes through the ves. 
tibule lined by the dragoons. An offi- 
cer comes to ask for my card^ and lead 
me to the anti-chamber, where I meet 
the Bolivian minister with his secreta- 
ry, and a stout looking priest 

Colonel Aguiar, the President's aide- 
de-camp, holds us in conversation for 
a few minutes, till an official comes to 
announce that Dr. Arce and his sec. 
inay ' 'step this way.*' The ante-cham- 
ber is a small bare looking apartment, 
with half a dozen cane bottomed chairs, 
and seems to have served as a guard 
room, when Francia lived in this palace 
and no one durst approach or speak to 
tim, during the lleign of Terror. The 
priest informs me thac he has just arri- 
ved from Pilar, and that the Cotton 
plantations are in excellent condition. 

After 15 or SO minutes the official 
summons me, and crossing the hall, I 
enter a large richly furnished saloon 
The President is seated on a sofa, and 
as I bow to him, he advances to shake 
hands with me (a rare honor under the 
late administration). Don Francisco 
Solano Lope7, eldest son of the last 
President is about 88 years of age, 5 
feet 6 inches in height, very stout, and 
wears a profusion of beard; his com- 
plexion is clear, his hair and eyes jet 
blacky his voice modulous, and general 


expression good natured, though very 
firm. He dresses in his grade of Bri. 
gadier general, but without any of the 
French, Sardinian or Brazilian decora- 
tions which he has received. 

So, Sefior Mulhall, you have come 
to vi5.it us in Paraguay? 

Yes, your Excellency, I arrived last 
week. 

And what do you think of the coun- 
trv ? 

I am happy to say that the lite im- 
provements 60 much spoken of are far 
greater than I had expected. 

You have come in our most rigorous 
season of heat, but you are just in 
time for the Christmas festivals of In- 
dependence 

I came sir, almost by accident, for I 
had only intended to visit Corrientes, 
until I read in the official report that 
over lOO millions of cotton hills had 
been laid down in Paraguay. 

Have they much cotton in Corrientes? 

Not quite two million of plants. 

What interest have you in cotton ? 

None, your Excellency, other than to 
second the plans of the Manchester 
Association, and promote a new indus- 
try in the Argentine republic. 

Here the President enquired very 
minutely the nature and object of the 
Cotton Supply Association, besides 
which I furnished him with the prin- 
cipal statistics of cotton industry, and 
explained to him the kinds of seed most 
adapted for this climate. 

His Excellency, on learning that I 
was an Irishman, made several remarks 
concerning the condition of Ireland an<C 
questioned me about the famine, emi- 
gration, O'Connell, popular feeling, 
grievances and political regimen, ob- 
serving also the misery of Irishmen at 
home, and their invariable good fortune 
abroad. He added that he had spent 
some time in Ireland, and was much 
pleased with my native city (Dublin.) 


After referring to a number of mat- 
ters often tliseufised in B. Ayvia :iiid 
involving delicate treatment, his K.\cel- 
lency as.ked nic whether I intended lo 
make a lour of the interior, to see ihp 
cotton planlaiions; which I snsiierid 
ftHirmativelj'. 

You will find we have planted a good 
deal. 

The reports, sir, ebew 1,50!>,000 
'lineoE.' 

Not so much I think. 

Your Excellency will pardon mr : 
the quarters ending June and Septem- 
liergive, each, over 7itO,C00; irreepec- 
live of October plantations. 

True, I remember; and whatever 
you require, Mr. Mulhall, for the jour- 
neyj eball be gladly afforded you: it 
remains with yon to order the same. I 
am anxious lo make your stay ss agreea- 
ble as possible and only rtgret you 
intend leaving us so soon. 

1 thanked the ['resident for his kind- 
ness, and withdrew, very much predis- 
posed to view favorably a country with 
■o iatcUigent, affable and progressive a 
ruler. 

GENERAL RCnARKS CH 
PARAOVAY. 

Asuncion, January 1864. 
As this republic seems destined to 
ranlc third as a cotton-growing country, 
it ia important that my readers in Man- 
chester & elaewhere should have some 
mere accurate information than is ciin- 
cained in geographies and gazetteers 
however recent. A wo^k before rae 
represents Buenos Ayrea as the capital 
of Paraguay, and the common error of 
confounding these parts of the old Vice- 
royally is not yet wholly rectified. 1 
have seen a letter from the Mancbosicr 
Association treating Corrienles as a 
part of Paraguay; and the author of 
ft standard S. American work sets down 


the population of this cooniry at a fifth 
of its real number. 

Paraauay is situated between 22 and 
•27 S. Lit and 55 & 68 W. long, inclu- 
ding an arei of 7l.',<'00 square miles 
or 45 millions of acres, rather more 
than double the size of Ireland, it id 
bounded on the N. by the Rio Apii, 
which separates it from Brazil ; on the 
S, <k K. by the river Parana, the boun- 
dary of the Argentine province of Cor- 
rienles, and of Biazil ; and on the W. 
hy the liver Paraguay, washing the 
shores of the Gran Chaco. '1 he popula- 
tion, by the census of 1857, amounted 
to l,.3J/,449, ybout the same as ihatof 
the Argentine Itepublic, which has ten 
times the above extent of territory. 
1'his gives a ratio of lEJ inhabitants to 
the square mile, against 4 in the Banda 
Oriental, and (less than) -2 in La Plata. 
There are several territorial questions ; 
with Brazil on the N. for the territory 
between the rivers Hianco and Apa; 
with La Plata on the S. for a part of 
the Misiones ; and with the Indians on 
the W. for the uncoLquered wilds of the 
Gran Chaco. 

The population is very unevenly dis- 
tributed, not more than one ihirit 
(2s;,tl00 sq. miles) of the country beioji 
settled on, or occupied in tillage or 
pasture. Tlie cordillera of j\manbay 
biaecls the country, the eastern half 
being almost uninhabited, and the va- 
rious townn and villages lying between 
this ran^c and the river Paraguay. 
The Yerhales or miite-ficlds are princi- 
pally found along the base of the 
Amanbay, and on the opposite side of 
this ridge are the sources of five rivers 
which fall into the Paian^. Of the 
seven tribularies of the Paraguay on itH 
eastern hank the Tibiquari is the most 
important, and Government is now 
seriously occupied in making it cavi- 
gabkt 



There are few large towns in the in- 
terior: Vi'Ia Ilica, however, aloioSit 
rivals AsmicioD iu the number of in. 
habitants, and when tlie railway elial! 
tie completetl, it will receive an ex- 
traordinary impulse. On the biinbs of 
the Paraguay stand Rusario, San Pedro, 
and ConceiJcion, distant respectively 
<0, HW.nnd 150 miles N. of the capi- 
tal Pligher up is the Pau-de-Azucai', 
which 1 ises 1 tftO feet above the level of 
the river, and is the gieatest elevation 
in the republic. The cataract, Salto de 
Ouayra, on the ParanS, "ii S., is a 
natural curiosity, wliich completely 
bars further navigation; the noise of 
the fall is heard SO miles off, 

The climate is warm and dry, the seil 
fertile and yielding in abundance all 
the fruits of the tropics. November, 
December, & January, are the hottest 
luonths, when the medium temperature 
is 90 in the shade, but it somelinn-s 
rises to lUI : in Jlay and June the 
iverageisSl, falling at rare intervals 
so low as 41. Although in the same 
latitude as Hio Janeyro, the country is 
free from yellow fever, and all kinds of 
epidemics are unknown. Being iiOO 
miles distant from the Atlantic ocean, 
and 90'.ifrom the Piicific, there are no 
gea-brcezes, but the N*. and is, winds 
exercise a considerable influence on the 
temperature and inhabitarts: the first 
]ias a relaxing tendency, the second ia 
cooling and often brings rain and 
G[orn.s. 

Iron ore abounds everywhere, and 
there is n large smelting establishment 
at Ibicnv, founded by Government in 
ISM. TheoiesofCaapuciland Qui- 
quio yield respectively 36 and 31 per 
cent pure iron. The works at Iblcuy 
are actively carried on by a director, 
25 artisans, and Oi operatives, sll 
natives. Copper is found in some 
places, and it is said, also Mercury. 
The forests corer an immense supcrii- 


cies, and comprise an unequalled ra- 
riety of timber: Du Graty enumerates 
j1 different kinds. 

Among the wild animals are the ape, 
monkey, wild boar, jaguar, puma, 
tiger-cat, and fox. Azara counts 448 
kinds of birds, the prettiest of which is 
a diminutive parrot called Viudita, no 
larger than a canary. Of reptiles, the 
moit remarkable are the boa constrictor 
(25 feet long), the rattlesnake, and 
vivora de la cruz : crocodiles, 25 feet 
long, and liaards, reaching to 6 or 8 
feci, are very numerous near the rivers. 
Bees and cochineal are also common, 
and the locust pays periodical visits, 
often destroying a whole district. 

The appearance of the country is 
undulating, the vegetation luxuriant, 
antl the signs of industry universal in 
the populous districts. The want of 
public conveyances and the roughness 
of (he roads are a serious check to do- 
mv-Ktic trade ; nor is there any way of 
travelling in the interior, unless by 
means of a Government order, which 
enables one to change horses wherever 
they can be found. 

CUSTO-US OF TUG NATIVES. 

Paraguay h.is been sometimes com- 
pared to Ciiina, and it is verily a na- 
tion so diff^'rent not only from Euro- 
pean societies, hut from any other of 
the South American crmtinent, tlintths 
simile is not extravagant. Partly owing 
to its complete isolation for a long pe- 
riod of years , partly to the great mix- 
ture of Spanish and Indian blood, in 
which the latter predominates, almost 
to the extinction of the liiropean ton- 
gue and clement ; partly to the training 
of the Jesuits ia the time o{ ihe Chris- 
tian republic, thia country is -wholly 
suiseiteria, without parallel or affinity 
to any other. Progress and barbarism, 


Vacation and ignoraTice, liberty and 
despotism, are so oddly blended, in clo- 
se juxtaposition, that no two travellers 
will agree in their impressions: the Ar- 
gentine will declare the people but tit- 
tle derated above th« brute cieation, 
and the Government the worst that 
could afflict humanity, while some one 
with contrary prejudices will find here 
the 'ne plus ultra' of everything char- 
ming. 

The truth to me seems that it is a 
country of contradictions. Many of 
the advancements of modern science 
receive more protection than elsewhere 
in S. America, but the people are not 
on a level with those of the sister repu- 
blics. There can, it is certain, hardly 
be found a Paraguayan who cannot read 
and write, but books and newspapers 
seem a forbidden fruit, and the exte- 
rior world is as little known as to those 
who dwell on the Yellow Eiver or in 
the steppes of Tartary. The republican 
form of Government gives an idea of 
popular rights, yet the President is 
more absolute than any European auto- 
ciat. The Paraguayan has many good 
traits, but his obedience often degene- 
rates into servility, & his piety into 
superstition. He pretends to be frank, 
but is cautious and reserved, and will 
oftener ask questions than answer them. 
He is polite and hospitable to foreig- 
ners, yet minister Berjes assured me 
the prejudice against Europeans was 
very strong. He has, however, un- 
tjueslionable advantages over his neigh- 
bors ill being orderly, industrious, 
unoffending, cleanly, and intelligent. 

In the interior the people go almost 
naked, the climate tending to a lightness 
of clothing that would shock the sensi- 
tive. I'rancia passed an edict that 
everyone must wear a hat, and this so- 
metimes forms the sole habiliment of 
'children. Tall black hats are in general 
;8e, and serve also as pockets, for 


therein ""are deposited combs, moncr^ 
*chipa,' handkerchiefs, lexers, raaors, 
looking glass &c. As salutations are fre- 
quent, it is very droll to observe the 
method adopted for taking off the hat 
without dropping its contents ; the head 
is inclined to &n angle of *.M), on the 
right shoulder, and when the helmet is 
fairly secured a polite bow follows. I 
have seen the peasants, at sunset or 
early morn, come to the Comandante 
with their hands joined, like children, 
to ask his blessing : this is probably a 
relique of Jesuit discipline. 

^Nearly everybody goes bare-foot, and 
I was surprised at the number of pe- 
destrians, so different. from l>. Ayrean 
gaachos : women will sometimes un« 
dertake journeys of 15 or HO leagues^ 
carrying burdens on their heads. Most 
of the washerwomen of Asungion live 
at Luque, and carry their clothes- 
bundles three leagues each time. Clean- 
liuess is a national feature, and bathing 
a daily practise: the houses too are well 
kept, and even the huts, whose only 
furniture is a hammock of cotton or 
matting, present no signs of filtlu 
The peasants are naturally so peaceable 
that life and property are secure, and 
it is rare to see even a pijitol or fowl- 
ing piece in any house. The road* 
are safe by day and night and the 
police system i.* so perfect that a cri- 
minal or vagabond is at once sei- 
zed. Hurglary is unknown, but pil- 
feiing is common and scarcely reckoned 
a fault. l*i:blic morality does not stand 
high, and it is said of Francia that he 
enforced all the Commandments except 
the sixth (anglicfe, the seventh). The 
religious teaching of the Jesuits still 
appears in the punctual attendance at 
Mass on Sundays and at the llospry 
ever evening, in church. Moreover 
when the Angelus or Ave Maria bell 
rings, all heads arc uncovered and the 
way-farers stand with their faces 


ttmsnla the church while tl.ey say a 
Hail Mary. 

Superstilion, althnugli not so deeply 
rooted as in s-omc other countries, 
a'lews a rave in the Cerro of Parajinari 
whfrt; tt Tlioinss the Aputtlf resided 
some years and his body was aftcrwardB 
found. The poor people believe this 
Hi firmly as Christ's R<surreclion. and 
it would be iiscIePBto argue with them 
sn anachror.ism between ihe Christian 
era and that of the Spanish discoverers. 
Supertintural tffects arc aho ascribed to 
certAin images, medals &c., and what 
Catholicity only intended lor menien 
toes of dcTOtioii are converieil into a 
tpecies of rc'igious chHrms, 1 he priests 
take no paina to remove of modifiy 
(heie impreBiona. Aproprs, I have 
pcnoDB in Coirientrs d<;dica*e candies 
, and make pilgi'imageii to the spot 
where a fjauctto nemed Francisco Lopez 
was thot by order of liosas for deecr- 
lion and robbery. 

Spanuh is not spoken by any family 
in Faraguay, unless whea » iotv'tgnti- 
happens Ic pay jt visit! it is in ftn;( a 
foreign tongue, Guarani, llie great 
Indian dialect, being always iiscc^, ex- 
(;cpt in church, where the feni>le pray 
in Spanish, Sermons are EtitActitnc:^ 
also in ^p»i)islt, although jome of tiie 
men, and r ost of the wcmen, do net 
understand it. '1 his is the cnly country 
ill which the language of the Kuropcati 
settlers has givt v. place to the Indian. 

When we see how hardy nnd rof'Uf t 
are the natives, we almost wonder thst 
their diet is mostly vegetables cr fruits. 
Tlity rarely oat me&t, 'ivhig iisnaUy on 
one meal in which maize, ir.andioca, 
oranges, and 'cliipa' form the chitf 
ingredients. Cliipa is a kind of bread, 
made of wheat cr Indian corn mixed 
with milk or cheese : it looks oily, anJ 
is very agreeable, but foreigners have a 
' prejudice agaiiiEt it, 

iigars are abundant, std when 


tranjTcr viats a ho'.ise, oiic of iLff 
.ootiji ladif B usually lights a Feti'-haM 
iiid then after a conple of whjfls handi 
t to him.- 1 have not, however, seen 
•ciny ladiep smoke. It would rrquiie a 
Icng resirUnce to learn the Tarious.evi- 
toms of i'araguMy, but I saw enongh to 
eouvtiice me of the few faulta and geii^- 
i'aI good nature of the people. 


I^inC'DAOE. 

The Ottaran'i Inclians hAvifig ginn 
tlieir lungnaae totfas republio lod 
be^t^nie, aslha^e Bbewn.bWndsl With 
the European invaders, require some 
EOfcint notice. Thi^trlbo WBl oo«jof 
ine nic^t pywerful in ioTi^er t'tmedi A 
thtir longne Ifae most wide')' diflKifed 
through this ]iart of the cOotiiienc. 
The pi:rc racs is no-9f almost extiltii, 
but We may ,iiidge of their s^tmn^d 
j)hysicfll proportioc^ from tba ro<>dtt, 
sinevryA laboriciiB oi;H[iriBj o(.'t|»inr 
crcES with the earl^y Sgnaniardt. iWr 
ready accip'anceut' the CbrstiM i«- 
livion end civilized custoint ifMika 
n'si fonl.eir high order of intellect, 
und a stu'^y tf tteir language 8h«va 
the poetic :erdet:cy of ibeir idvod 
The Caagutts are tlic only descend«niti 
uflhissieat family sti>l exie^Bgia 
tiavBgo i'joI»Muii, find although nwu- 
laily indolent ilioy ufren tvorkin,the 
Yerba lorestp, aRi!,beside3 iishiiig and 
hunting, subsii^i in part on mwzeand 
mai;dtoca of their own growth : they 
are always o.i frieiidiy tcrtES with 
their Cnristiun neijjhbcrs. 

Guarmii being universally spoken 
in Paraguay is neio more pure than 
in Corrionies, where a large admix- 
tui'o ol ^'^laiiish has taken place. — 
Kqvcrtheless it is not now the lan- 
guage of tlie past century, an we fiitd 


compiled by the Jesuils, 
lieve, tlie only Indimi toe 
eingsome literary works. 
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tioiiarica and a calecliisai wore }iubli8- 
hed at Madiid in the 17th cenlury, 
the works of Jesuit fathers, & amidst 
the wilds oiParaguay ("o* dtstitult 
of booKe)lhe Jesuit priiitiug-prcswBol 
Santa Mann Mayor, and S. Francisco 
Xa-vier (villagts of Mieioiics) gave to 
light the following publications men- 
tis ned in a B. Ayrcan cnlalogue : 1." 
The difVertnce bet .een temporal and 
eternal, by Niereml'tTg, 1735 : 2 
Jesuits Manual for Paraguay, 1731: 
8' Guarani Diclionary 1724; 4, Gua 
rani Catechism 17a4 ; 5, Sermons & 
eiatiiplea, Uy Tayaguay (probably a 
native Jesuit) 1724. 

The works if extant are very scarce, 
and 1 only heard of two copies of some 
of them, in poasesaiou ot the priest at 
Villa Kica. The language is Foii but 
very diffi''.ult to learn, pwingtoihe 
ebundance of nasal end guttural 
sonnds. No^wilhstanding my expe- 
rience in picking up uew tongues, 
remembering any word I can write 
dowu.tliis dialect quite bafHed me and 
my half-dozeu European iilioras were 
of'^conrse no assietauce. I learned lo 
gay Eru-tata'tnini when I wanted to 
light my cigar, and Eru-y when I 
felt thiisty. My guide moreover called 
a dense forest Caa guaza, a muddy 
road ttiipa hidu, a sandy one toiia 
ibiaty, cotton m< ' 


It is, I be-ller of it, and Mr. Tboii'psan, C. K. 
of ihe Asuncion railwav,spi*aks itniiisl 
ttuenlly nfier five years' residence. 

Besides Ihe Ouarani, the Si>iiiii«ti 
c;etllers met on ilieir arrival the Paya- 
gnas Iribe, but the lalter wms so in- 
domitable that nutiiing could bring 
item on a fiiendly, looting, aud iho 
race was almost exteruiinateil. A fe*' 
Btiil remuiii, and I nie: a cacique na- 
med Migu.'l who wjis a migtiilicsnt 
specimen of mnscuhu- development, 
buta very tun.^inurheat in the traffic 
oi curiosities, such a^ bows, arrows, 
horna tigcr-sknis, birds &.ii ]t \» 
said ol iheee Paya^'uu3 I hat they des- 
troy all their chi!(lreri but onecrtwoi 
this wDuid account ior the destruciion 
ut the race, butlcannol guaratitea 
the shockiDg imputatioti. 

Tiiere are very few nogroe^ or mu • 
hittoes ill Paraguay. In Asuncion, 
where soma white blood has remai- 
ned almost pure, tha color ot iha 
inhabiranta is a shala ligbtur than in 
the interior. 


AGRICULTURE, cohiicrci:. 
CiOVERnnK«T, 


k 


Although tha products of Paragoay 
,re little known lo lortign nttions, thi< 
louniry is far idiead of its ncichbour* 
n agriculture. I havo already men- 
.ioncd ihe Bigus of industry which itifl 
and tobacco „y eye on all *iJea, and which art: very 
ftnU^; but I was unabU to Ecquiie Lji-e or totally unseen in tho Argentina' 
aO words in as many days. I have lVovinc?B. Peaceful security and a 
read somewhere, that the first con- leriile soil favor the efforts of the hus- 
verts ciild not leslrairi their laughter bandmnn, and tobacco, verba, sugar- , 
in church, at the aitempla of Ger- caup, rice, mandioca, maize, and direri , 
man, t^panlsh aud Irish Jesuits to liuita yield abundant harvests. _ 

preach in Guarani. But this must The Government industrial statiitics i 
iavebeen at tha outset, for a couple I for 180i git'e an accurate ideaoftho' 


relative Iiupoi'tniice of tlie 
urnJcr; 


Wbcc and barlflc ... 2RI91 

Hwre- pnt.iue- ... .. 3,ii,oW 

This shons an agsi'egate of rathi 
innre tli:in hnlf a iiiiilioii acres under 
lillage, independent o^ the yerba-mate 
fields which engross eo much tabor, snd 
ihe produce whereof may be reckoned 
the primary slnple of the country. 

M'ii>.o nnd niandioca constitute two- 
thirds of the agriculture, foncing the 
.chief mainlenance of the natices: the 
" first usually yields lyO to one, and is 
sometimes exported when the cropji fail 
in the Argentine Republic : the second, 
is a common aiticle of food, like pota- 
toes in Ireland, and when reduced to 
powder, ia called by the Brazilians 
farifia, and in Europe, arrowroot. 
Tobacco gives three crops in llie year, 
and besides supplying an immense 
home consumption, csiimated at 15 
millions lbs., aiffords a large surplus for 
exportation. In 1836 the crop hardly 
exceeded 2^ millions lbs., whereas in 
18.19 the exports alone amounted to 
6i millions lbs., worth about £tiU,OO0. 
Calculating an arrobe (2olljs) per lino, 
the crop this year would re.ich the 
enormous figure of 37 millions lbs., 
giving anett profit to the growers (at 
fi«. perinio), of ilSbO.OOO. Thepricei 
range as Ibllows per arrobe :— Peli-para 
176. to 20*. ; good quidity, Ms. to lOa. 
inferior and ordinary, Si. to 8s. In 
1854, measures were taken by Govern- 
ment to prevent Iraud in baling, and 
tobacco at once rose to exactly double 
the price for previous years, which rate 
is at present maintained. In 1855 
Paraguay tobacco was awarded a gold 


medal and honorable mention 
P.nii Exposition. Sugar cane might 
form a much more important item, were 
the proper machinery at hand for 
making sugar j at present a large 
quantity of molasses is produced, and 
a spirit called Paraguayan cafla, one of 
the most agreeable liqueurs I have ever 
tasted. Rice is grown for home con- 
sumption, equal to the best Carolina, 
and giving as much as 250 to one. 
.Vheat is little attended to. Coffee is 
imited to two or three small planta- 
tions, although superior to the Brazi* 
lian, and resembling that of M oka, or 
Vungas (Bolivia), in aroma and ilavor. 
The limbers of Paraguay attracted 
favourable notice at Paris in 1855, and 
there are several kinds of bark most 
useful in tanning. 

Yerho-mtUe or Paraguay tea is a 
(lovernment monopoly, since 1S46, and 
fiirms more than half the exports of the 
Itepublic, being grown in immense 
forests of the inteiior. The Guarani 
Indians taught the use of it to the first 
settlors, and it is now a general substi- 
tute for coffee throughout the Kiver 
plate territories. The price (per ar- 
robe) rose from 8s. in 1851, to 16j. in 
1856, and 24s. in 1860; the Govern- 
ment pays 5b. per arrobe to those who 
p>-oduce it, the latter allowing their 
workmen about !0J. per arrobe: it is 
(it present sold iu Buenos Ayres (1864) 
at 23, per lb. The export for IS6U 
amounted to 4,46:1,425 lb., valued at 
£190,1)' 10. 

Industry is protected by light duties 
on exports, and heavy oil imports (ex- 
cept agricultural implements), the only 
burden being that of tithes. Govern- 
ment advances funds (without security) 
to farmers at a moderate interest of 
(i per cent per annum. 

Commerce has grown up rapidly ia 
the lust decade (165U()0) since the 
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Ayres, ifferhig three silver rcnls jl9<i ) 
per lb, cleaned coiton. I advised luin 
to form an associaiion, and piinhiis:' 
some of OonBtd Jiutcliinsoa's fjliis, 
which cost oidy five doubloons, as there 
was Bt present no means of uleHning 
the cotton nt Corriectes. He com- 
plained of the want of public spirit, and 
said Mr. Lix would be the only pro|)er 
peiHon for lookinjr sifter such tbio!;:!. 
As I intended startinf{ lo.day for Em- 
pedrado, I look ray final adieu of the 
Governor, and his Excellency was kind 
enough to make me preapul of a beau- 
tiful counterpane, made of wild coiton, 
aod emb'oidered by some ladies of his 
family: he a'so yave mc a sampli' of 
the strange staple, which is light as <;os- 
tamcr, glossy as silk, and yet has been 
pronounced useless, by English manu- 
facturers. The counterpane weighs 
eight pounds and wiU last for a life 
time, bein^ equally warm and durable. 
The wild cotton, which abounds in 
many places, might be turned to much 
account if new machinery were made 
for it, as was necessary with aipuca 
wool, at first declared worthless and 
now highly appreciated. I wiii seud 
the counterpane anrl sampli; lo ihe 
Manchester Association, that they may 
determine whether raachinciy cannot 
begot, to turn out such aplendid speci- 
inens of manufacture. 

I learned this morning from Minister 
Cameltno that he had good news from 
Caa-caaii, and that Sor InMturralde's 
seltlemenl of eighty poor families had 
some 300,000 coiton bills in a thriving 
condition. Dr. Gamelino agiiin promi 
ted to raise a census, through the Jus 
tices of Peace, of all the cotton planted 
ID the province, lo foriu an appendix lo 
my travels: at:~a. a plan of the town 
i.nd port of Lavallc (pro^iosed as the 
.sitcjoran English colony), which he 
had ordered a surveyor to e>ecute. He 
expressed every confidence thit ten 
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iinicslhc amount of coiton will bi 
d(i»-n next year ( and lamented that ii 
2111II n(,t he made e(^mpuls^^y I 
I'ffjed upon him the necessity of provi- 
ding gins iind i>rps:-es, ^nd he infm-'Ued 
me that Mr. Lix had already written 1j 
be:^ same fri>m the Alanc'ioster Associa- 
tion, b'lt there was a difficulty about 
thcf.mils,flnd he fe.iied they would be 
foircd to send it to IJ. Ayros in thr 
sci'd. I then offt-red him the gin 
remHiniiis in the Sf tnrlard office on 
condition tbdt ho I' (iiild ifuarantee inr 
the value in cotton, lie, however, 
desired me to treat uJlh Mr. Lix 

Un my asking for liorses and aiten- 
dants, ai in Fa^a^^^uay, in order to pro- 
ceed to Empedrailo the Minister said 
there was much difficulty and little 
convenience in supplyins such means 
of land-travelling, and adeised me ratliei 
to hire a boat and go down bv water. 
This would be both dangerous and 
troublesome, and I refused, whereupon 
Dr. Camelino told mo it was hardly 
worth while going there, as one half 
tiie orisiiiul planla'ion (20 ',00 ) had 
perished, but the Knipedraiio society 
still expected lo cover expenses and 
give a good dividend on the small 
capital invested. 

We parted with mutual csprsssions 
of regard, and I nbandoneil the idea of 
seeing any move coiton in this province. 

BELLI TIST.l PMMTAT101S. 

Jan, ll!th 183-1. 
Before leaving Corrientei', yesterday, 
I h.id the picjtiure of a visit from Mr. 
Lis; I promised him that 1 would con- 
sult my brother about sending him our 
pin, on the tcrm-j 1 had slated to l>r. 
Oamelino, and lent him two volumes o( 
th'i U. ti. P.itent office reports, con- 
taining valuable information about cot- 
ton-planting. He is most anxious to 
get up a joint stock Co. for purchasing 
ning and exporting cotton, -xn 
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clcciaied his w'liingnrss to guarantee 
tour (loublootis a monlh to any compe- 
tent ciassiiier who would come to Cor- 
lientes. On the previous cvcning'I 
hm\ paid my oecoin to the aiuiable 
i'4»iiiios of Billmghur&t, Latmugle urjd 
Vivar, and to the kulitor &{ £1 Proffreso. 

'I he Esmeralda wei:;bcd ani^bor jit 
16 a.m and we^dropped down the rirer, 
)iat$6iii{^ the LaU>r*^e and Derqui quiutlas 
ixfore noon, and coming abrcqist of 
Enipcdrado by 1 p. m. I he day was 
iiiie, the company pleasant, and the 
views thnrming. Owing to the river's 
recent risr. we were enabled to follow 
ihecfHist of Corrientee, and]')C'fore sunset 
the picturesque hill- side ot Bella Vista, 
with its splendid foliage and while 
buildings, was in sight. As the steamer 
passes the night here, on her downward 
trip, it is usual to get up a ball to which 
all the passengers are invited. Accor- 
dingly we found the Custora-honse 
surrounded by a crowd of handsome, 
well dressed girls, who seemed to 
enhance the beauty of the pcispcctive, 
80 well NYortl.y its flattering name. 

Lcavina: my companions to converse 
with these nymphs, I went in quest of 
Mr. Henry Hall, the only English resi- 
dent, and who could give me details 
about the plantations. Aftt r sonic time 
I found him at the priesl^s house, and 
we entered into a lively chat, in which 
P&dre Giuscpi e joined : tLi:j priest 
had fought unuer Garibaldi at the 
siege of Rome in 18-11), and professed a 
givat contempt not only for Pio Nono, 
bat for the Christian religion, begging 
me to send him, from JJ. Ay res, a copy 
of Kenan's Life of Christ. As to cot- 
ton, Mr. Uall stated that about half-a- 
million hills had beta raised but more 
than three-fourths perished^and the plan- 
ters were much discouraged. 1 ho seed 
])rocured from the Standard ofSce 
shared the common fate. When we 
remember that the American cotton 


Association, which tried a plantation 
here in 1^'53, aUo failed, we must 
regard Bella Vista as unlucky, or the 
soil ill adapted. 

Padre Giusrcppe has a remarkable 
relic, a ianee of heavy dark wood high- 
ly polished and about 4'2 feet long,, 
which was taken from an Indian cacique 
in a skirmish in the Gran Chaco : the 
savage boasted that with it he had fcill#*d 
the niibsionary of ^or A rce*s expedition. 

Bulla Vista is a very straggling plape, 
and some of the roads are impeded by 
large pools. J'here is a place called 
Cafe, but no cofiee was to be had.. Mr. 
llall off ij red me hospitality if I would 
stay to visit his quinta or the cotton- 
fields of S. Koque, but the latter are 
very trifling, ^ud 1 resolved not to 
remain. A herniitical life seems to 
have lost its charms for Mr. H. who 
declares he will shortly remove to B. 
Ayres ; he accompanied me as fal^ as 
Sor Caccres' house, where the ball was 
to come off*, and here I prissed a plea- 
sint evening; joking with the village 
beauties. The natural grace of the^e 
girls was superior to the hatit ton oF 
aristocratic circles in those rcAioc 
Euiopean capitals, whose names have 
hardly penetrated into the wilds of S. 
America : the dancers displayed taste 
and symmetry in every moYement, the 
quadrilles being the only figures I 
knew. About 2 a ra. we accompanied 
the ladies home, and then visited en 
masse the custom house inspector; who 
haH wine tfid beer laid out for us. 
Taking adieu of Bella Vista and its 
friendly inhabitants, with a serenade 
around the plaza, ws came on board, 
and before dawn steamed out for Goya. 

KST/iHrCIA OF BATEC. 

Goya, January 13th 1864. 
Among the passengers from Bella 
Vista is a young Frenchman,the mayor, 
domo ff Sor Ximcncz' estancia on the 
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river liatel, about fifty miles distant 
from the pnrt at which we are niicho- 
rcd. Ht telU me that one haif of ihr 
rottoii has missed, and not more than 
dU,000 plants remain. Each oflhetenmtK 
half squatler, hall-si^rvant, has liren 
obliged to plant 100 or more linos, 
receiving hiilf 'he pruceeds, but tbf 
want of machinery lo clean the cotton, 
and of transport to convey it 1 ither, arc 
serious checks, which prevent much 
enthusiasm in the enterprise, 'ihe 
Macartney gin which we ga^e Sor 
Ximeiiez was eafcly carried from U. 
Ayres to ihe c*tancia, and, after consi- 
derable difficulty, put up, in one of ihe 
out Louses, but il could not be worlted. 
Although very simple, aud ett in work- 
ing order before Sor Simencz removid 
it from the Standard office, it in now 
4]uite useless, an the peons refuse to 
undergo the awful work of turning the 
» heel, and the cotton passes through 
the rolleri" uncleancd, there being no 
intelligent person to adjust the screws 
properly, Sor Xinienez Ims eome 
ijuintals of cotton, with whiihhe intends 
to pay for the gin, but he iriU wait, tili 
this year's crop be collected to send all 
together, as the former quantity is not 
worth I he heavy hibor aud eNiwnse nf 
freight. Perhaps he may meet some 
stcam-hoat engineer nlio will make a 
trip to his (Staucia and s*!l the ■jin 
ri^ht : ifnot, hehan no alteruiitii-e hut 
*cnd it lo the city of Corri'ntps, where 
it is much wanted, and iIutc arc several 
skilful mccharii.8. If I remeinber 
njjhtly, thu price of ihe gin. including 
expenses tn B. Avr«s, t<aa £l8. 

The »alel eJtancia wilt no doubt 
become a cotton Jociis, but it suffers 
i>ODic disadvantage from the distaii^f lo 
Goya, although small craft may ascend 
llic scream from the Parana and save ihe 
uoublcsome land carriage. It is to be 
desired (bat other estancirros imitate 
Sor Ximenez in his arrdngiment with 


the squnUer ttnants ; and a^uint stock 
Co. mii^iit succfiMsfully plant iht; eslan- 
cia Bati'l, as i!.c owner des.res. lor the 
samples which were sent tn Manche tet, 
tbrouiiti the SCandard oIHcl', re4^tved 
very fliilteriiif,' notice. 

There are at jirniLnt no other phnta- 
lions in the diatrict of Goya, but Sor 
Garcia promises to expenineul largely 
ne<l October. I 1m>I somo idea of 
remaining; licic lifteea da)s, in order 
to visit the i ;.tel eslancia, and Dr. 
NewKiikhns just sent me an invitation 
tocail oil him, but there ate ruiuors 
thr>t the camp is unsafe from runaways 
of t'lores' army in ihe i anda Oriental 
and that Concral Caecres has made a 
revolution i^nd is marchiu^ on Goya. 
Under these circiiinstdnccs J continue 
my voy:ifje down siieam. General 
Aguilar and others of Flares' ofScera 
cnihiikeil here ior U Ayres O'l the 
28ih u!i.,Aauilar being severely woun- 
dc<', with tu o musket Ulls in the shouU 
dcr, and au no'medicsil assistance could 
be had in lite rebel camp, he and his 
staff were for some oiontlis trying to 
<sc;i}'e i'rctidei.t Beno's forces, and ui- 
liinately succeeded in crossing the river 
LrugUFij- and province of Corrientes. 

E>(|mn.<, January 13th 18Gi. 
Wehivc had SI piejsnnt run from 
Goy:i thin niorair.ir, an:l expect to igacU 
La P-i>i lD-ni;;I:f, for wheroiis our stea- 
mer makei ojdy two ic.igues per hour 
up stream, she ecm«;; four leagues down, 
the current ninliing a l^.ngue an hour 
cither way ; lieiico vc descend bo muc-h 
ijuicker, ai:d all the litres down ihe river 
are much l(ss ihati going up. I have 
nothing new ttts.iy ol t)sqaina, but my 
(n!ow jia-sscuyev, Mme. Scbwiis, is 
greatly pleased with the place, her 
husband, who tj coming aboard to 
receive her, hitving recently taken an 
eMarcia, as 1 before mentioned, ou 


advantageous terms : for 2 square lea- 
gues rit p-iys a rent of 8130 per annum, 
aiidliuviiig hoiiu;ht a lar^e number of 
milclicowi'uc -IS, be intends embarking 
exiensivpiy in ihe cheeBe-makinfj busi- 
ness. Tht;re it no cotton in tbis 
departoifnt, altliough the loil iTou]d 
l>r"baWy answer, Hnd I lioiie that Mr. 
Hayes, wiio 18 member of the Munici- 
pality, wiil bear out the go-ahead 
cha rafter of his anceslors by introdu- 
cing ibi» hianch of industry. It is 
•trangc thiit sheep farming i« not tiied 
here, ns 1 am t«l<l tlie climate and 
pasture are suitable, and the dislante 
Irom R. Avresisaftcr all not so great 
(17il lea-uVaJ.K^quii.a and Ooyasufler 
(.■onsiderably (loni being so much 
removed {a Icajjuf) from the Parunu, 
but ibis Ciinnot be remedViT us the 
banfcs here are vi-ry low, anil the blugs 
fiir inlariJ. I'as^engers go up to town 
by ih? 'ai:c_vo,' in Binalt boats 

COTTOnr OF LA PAK. 

La Paz, January I3tb, ISM. 
This oiLl-Iyingdislffclof Entre lijos 
would fcarce (irHer»c mention for its 
cotton, it we eaiimated only the relative 
number of planiB htid down )ast year. 
Bat Mr- Greeuoy's efl'ort to teach the 
oaliTes tbc mode and value of such culti- 
vation call^ for special notice : this gen- 
tleman, who bas X aheep farm some 
thrt'e leagues inland, was surprised, on 
tcttling downliere last;* ear. to perceive 
B numbir of gigantic cotton-planti> 
gio'ving wild around his house, and he 
procured aecd fiom the Hiandara 
oiEce to lay down 20,000 bills, 'i'hey 
came up irregnfcily, and although 
tenufd with every care, mostly failed ; 
for wbelberowiiig to a worm, as is the 
general imprehiion, or to drought or 
other causes, only 3U0U have been left 
in n prosperous vitality, and the crop 
will not euffic: to covet expenses. 


Unfortunately there is little room to 
hope that cotton^plauting will ever 
reach importance here, fiir there is no 
'oreign population, and the native gau- 
bo8 are even more idle ami savage- 
than in th^ neighboring provinces. 
Several murders have recently been 
immiUed : in some cases the assassins 
ive been arrested. Mr. Haycrcft has 
very fine estancia, near tbc town, and 
some five or six tntlishmen have suo- 
fulty tried sheep farming, for which 
the land is well smled, rents bein? 
almost nominal. 'J'he surface being 
broken with wood and water, there is 
less danger of drought and much gieat- 
er facility for procuring limber than in 
the camps of B. Ayres. Freight is also 
veiy cheap, to B. Ayres, a.id this de- 
partment holds owC more inducements to 
^heep farmers than any other on the 
Parana. Stili lh6 first settlers must 
find it too lonely for enjoynsenl, and 
perhaps years will elapse before these 
prairies be rescued from barbarity and- 
horned cattle. 

The sample of wild cotton from this 
district exactly resembles that of Cor- 
rientes. How Ga-ypium arboreum 
first came here, it it' dillicult to guess, 
and I believe botanists say it is not indi- 
genous. Like the island fruits of the 
Parana, the natives suppose it to be the 
result of the birds dropping teids in. 
iheir flight, bnot this is ihe Icfs probable 
as I runiailced annlmjst total absence of 
the feathered iribc in my wiinderings 
through these silent gaidens of Nature. 
More likely the Jesuits, whose scene of 
labors extended itself over the adjacent 
province (Corrientcs), introduced thia 
industry en passant. But at every 
step we find strong proofs of the energy 
and toil oi the men of the pa-t ctniury, 
and a complete demoralization in their 
room. Argentines for the most pai-E 
are content to look with a curious eye 
oaauch relics, without a deeiie tg emu- 
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late the industry of tlieir forpfaihprs or 
ijiliroTe their oirn miserahle condhioa. 
Wild cotton trees arc as unprofitable us 
the fofsila of'tho Mfgathfriiim, and in 
the same manner that zoologist? wonlei- 
why Nature ever created such inonstrrs, 
our Diodern republicans (.hru^ their 
ehoulders in surprise th;it their S|i;iuish 
progeniiers took so much trouble. 

TJic p(R,iii\ qoTTax 

When we cist anchor in front of 
the cx-capitaj of the Arfientine Con - 
federation the heat wa't ai excessive 
that many of the passpnsrers refused to 
go aishnre. I'he Custora-hoiiae i* situate 
at the foot of the ' barnmca,' and here I 
met sundry ofliciuls taking male, who, 
like too many of their countrymen, fjr 
trant of more serious occupatitm, dis- 
cussed politics between the intervals of 
hreakfast and siesta, Mr. Myers ciir- 
riage took us up a very inclined road tu 
the town, and the obli.sjiii;:^ sle.iui'hoal 
agent ofFLTcn his services as "cicerone,' 
to shjOw the curiosities of the place 
rirst is ihe Church of San Miuucl. 
c(iihinenced ISjeurs hko, hutabandoned 
ivhen.hiilf built, and now a refuge fur 
all kinds of vermin. There are, how- 
ever, two t;oqd churches in the town, 
and these nre quite enouyh. as the 
population does not exceed d,090. 

Tlie grand plaza is very pretty, and 
the huildlnga oa all its aides modern 
ond tasteful, most of tnera lt;ivini; been 
constructed under I'resirlenis Unjiiiza 
and Dertiui, in the intervid iwt^een lUo 
fallol'Uo^.18, 1*5-2, Hnd ilio b.tttle «f 
Pavon, 18'jl. Tlie Legislative Cham- 
bers are a fine range, occupying the 
iiai-lh side ; the I'residenl'bi iwlaca ' 
indrita uttcntio:!. But the scupltc of 
metropolitan sway is gene— 

In Vrtiiw T»i«>'i •cluiciire no mj-*, 
AnJuilial ram ihe BonE's" BOixloii'f. 

i'arana it now all hut desert ed/tke 


only signs of vitality b.'^ing a acditlouj 
newspaper, ' El Litora!,' and a t^eatrj 
eomelimes visited by strolling piaycn 
I'he Club-house is perhaps th.cgrcatel 
moouineni of desolation, ami tlj 
.falters have acquired n mournful look 
from showing visitor^ the quondam 
.-^cenea of (liploni'.tic rovelry and iheiv 
liri'sent profane uses. Tlie ball-room 
lias been cut into two b^;d i hambera and 
a kitchen, for a collee house ; the 
liilliard-room and reading s.ilooit are 
let out to a hair-dreader, <iiid uothiiijj 
remains of former grcatnes>. 

P.isiing by the tliciitre I fc(u.nd it 
opeo, and went in. It is iieat, and 
bcat-s few traces of ne^^lett, although 
opened for the tirst lime after a 
coIlap^L' of two years. It can hold 
ibout 700 persno), beini,' much the 
iizc of VjctoriaTheatri:, Buenos Ayre*, 
Mme. Builli was Co tinz eoiU': operatic 
airs same evening, but 1 fear irie specu- 
lation ciiniiot have been lucrative, as 
the inhabitants are very poor, all thi-ir 
fortune beinp sunk in debts tu the I.lIc 
Arj^entine Government. Mi'. Myer's 
credit" iiloijc amount to 200,' yO silver 
iolhirn. Sucltisthe ruin of the town 
that ^pU'l]didiy furuisbed housej bavc 
1 ;;ivf'a rent i'ree to foreigners, on 
the f.iich that they irill tiot bteal any- 


Ii i" stran.ite that this retrograde di*- 
Iriet ilionUl hay -been theJi/at to join . 
in the Cotton erasade; and there is yet 
ifason to hope that I'arana will recover 
itafornu.-r imj)oit.ince, if not iis mctru - 
noils, as a depot of the new alaple. 
Villi Urqu'ij^a is a colony about Sve 
Ipagues/iiifiiaut fiom the eity, end the 
Governnicut of Entre Ilioa, with a 
laudahle desire of fomeniiag the culti - 
Vationof cotton, grafted a iiquare league 
uf liinil lor til.' purpose, in llie vicliuty 
of th:; coiony,_ ^j^^^''.'^' Gelaber and 
'B ijioriraga.fofrn^ed an, association, fenced 
to a largR tract of land, aud procurcil 
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sred from Consul Hutchinson and the 
* Standard* ofBce, to lay down some 70 
ficres under cotton. Their plantation 
comprised 100,0' >0 cotton hUU, but 
more than half has btcn destroyed by a 
wor?n, and they have renewed iheir 
labors, sowing the fresh supply ( lOUlb.) 
which I t<ect them in care of Mr. M vers. 
D. Manuel AguUa, a shop-keei'er of 
Buenos Ay res, has also experimented 
largely ; his plantation, I understand, 
amounts to 60,0n'.) hills, and two or 
three others have imilatid such example. 
It is to be regretted that, with trifliny: 
exceptions, the colonists have not avail 
ed themselves of the gratuitous offer of 
•eed. Nevertheless the perseverance 
of the Gelaber ConipHuy has had a irobd 
t»ff<^ct, and numerous parties declare 
their inteuiion of sowing next Spring. 
The crop this year may realise 30 bales. 

The Gelaher Association have. had 
the kindness to pass a vote of thanlcs 
to the Editors of the ' Standard ;' and 
1 learn that they intend to purchase one 
of Consul Hutchinson's gins. Th^- 
cotton fields in Diamante are in the 
«ame state a» last year, when we gave 
(hem si2ch an extravagant price for 
their eeed-cotton as to incur a rcjjri- 
mand fiom the Manchester Associa 
tion. There will he small lots of couon 
this year, from Oualeguaychu, where 
Mr. Black and others have planted 
General Urquiza, I believe, has also 
«own some at his Palace of San Jo^^-, 
but the cotal yield ou-side Parana wil 
hardlv amount to ten bales. 

I regret ve» y much that the steamer 
does not wait till to morrow, a^ this 
would enable me to visit the pianta 
tiocs at Villa i'rouiza; but 1 cannot 
remain a week here, for my occupations 
in Buenos Ayres already claim my 
return, and the blsmeralda is getting 
up flteaoi. 


RETIIRIV TO BVEHOS AYRCS 

January i5th, 1864. 

We are again in sight of Rosario, and 
to-morrow (O.V.) I shall have the 
pleasure of returning. to my adopted 
hpme. .Buenos Ay res, from which I 
have been nearly two months absent 
On my departure, 1 purposed makin<; 
sunlry excursions through Santa Fe, 
Ei.tre Rios, Corrientes, and Paraguay. 
I liave been somewhat disappointed, 
lor there are no cotton fields in Santa 
Pe, notwithstanding the large quanti- 
wm of seed sent to that province ; in 
Corrientes I have been unable to travel 
in the interior, owing to the want of 
convevance, but there are sufficient 
plantations to call for public attention 
and give promise ot tangible results. ? 

Ill Paraguay, thanks to the kindness 
of: the Government, I have been pro- 
vided with means -of *tra\telling, and 
realised my dreams .of thousands -of 
iicros under cotton, seeing with my 
aw SI eyes the beneficent fruits of peace 
and a stable Government, imd the 
facilities for cotton growing in that 
country. In Entre Hios, a Paraguayan 
^voiild bo teaipted to smile at the 
litti'c ness of their efforts for industry, 
b»it to one accustomed to Argen- 
tine sloth, and dirgusted with the 
f/i^my politicians of Buenos Ay res, 
there is real cause for congratulation. 
One acre of cotton planted in this 
Kepublic is worth, for moral effect, 
moie than a hundred in Paraguay. 

In my wanderings, I have at least 
learned somi thing of the prospects of 
cotton in thcae countries ; I have 
urged many to try this industry, and 
tht^y seemed to accept my advice with 
alacrity. 1 have aided a little the 
doMgns of the Manchester Association, 
and tried to do a public service. 

iieiorc many years, 1 have every 


:*• 


hope that the magnitude of the success 
will more than overshadow the names 
of the first promoters of Cotton in these 
countries ; but should posterity dis- 
cover that they are indebted to some 
humble foreigners for the new staple, 
as they have been for the splendid wool 
iildustry which now forma half our 


exports, I may be permittc d to hop^ 
that Argentines will be more orratcful 
than they have been for the aid Ew^- 
land lent them to achieve their Inde- 
pendence, or for the Irish immisrratiou 
which has increased their ruraJ inicribt;^ 
a thousand-fold. 


I ■ 


110TE§ Alio KHUATA. 

Page 71. Several persons descended the Vermejo before Sr. Arce, bu-t he it 

the chief navigator of late years. 

82. Line 10: for * Tucuman,' read *'all parts of this province." 

95. Lake Taipctcua : this was the name I learned fa:om my guide, Uut ihrn 

booktt and maps call it ' Ypacarai.* 



